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PREFACE. 



Though^ strictly speaking, it matters not to 
thee, gentle Reader, where, or by whom these 
pages were written, yet it may be well for 
thee to be assured that they are submitted 
to thy notice from no persuasion on the part 
of their Author that the views they contain 
are novels or that they can lay claim to start- 
ling comparison, or striking imagery. 

The writer's sole design in arranging them, 
was that of being active and useful in his 
arduous profession. 




VI PREFACE. 

The abstruse argument of the Mathema- 
tician may leave the hearts of his hearers 
unconvinced ; the excursive erudition of the 
Scholar may dazzle, but not reform ; the glow- 
ing description of the Man of Taste may fade 
away with the occasion which produced it — 
but what is spoken yrojn the heart in truth, 
and earnestness, and sincerity, will never be 
permitted by the great Head of the Church 
to be uttered altogether in vain. 

And as in the Jewish Temple* there was 
"no sound of hammer, axe, or of any tool 
of iron heard in the bouse while it was in 
building," so does God, in the same myste- 
rious silence carry on secretly, and unobser- 
vedly, his purposes of grace in a tumultuous 
world. Amid clamour, and strife, and oppo- 
sition, and misgiving, the work of God goes 
on, like the gorgeous Jewish Edifice, gra- 
dually, surely, silently, constantly. And thus, 

1 Kings, vi. 7. 
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PREFACE. Vli 

in the labours of an anxious Minister, the 
seed he has sown will be advancing to matu- 
rity ; the fruits of his ministry will be ripening 
into a glorious harvest, — long after his mortal 
vestments have mouldered into the clod of 
the valley, and his emancipated spirit has 
ascended to the bosom of its God. 



January 18th, 1830. 
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THE INDEFATIGABLE AND THE SUCCESSFUL 

ADVERSARY. 

Matthew vi. 13. — Deliver us from Evil. 



The Histories of that Divine Book, which 
the inspiration of God has made the deposi- 
tory of unerring truth, relate, that the pillar 
of cloud and of fire, which went between 
the camp of the Egyptians, and the camp 
of Israel, was light to the one, and dark- 
ness to the other; — that while the Lord, 
whose glory was shrouded in it, made its 
shadow an impregnable barrier, and its light a 
guide and consolation to his people, it brought 

B 
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^V trouble and terror upon the host^ of his ene- 

H mieH. It is thus with the Gospel of our 

H Lord Jesus Christ. It is thus with all the 

H declarations of the Bible. They are a' sa- 

H vour of death unto death, or of life uuto life. 

H Thus it is with Jehovah towards his rebel- 

^P lious offspring. He thunders forth in solemn 

accents the dread sanctions of the law — " the 

soul that sinneth, it shall die ;" — but he tells 

us in his Gospel, that the penalty of sin has 

been paid, and how the punishment of sin 

may be avoided. The blessed Jesus lost no 

opportunity of pressing upon his followers 

the benefits and the blessings of prayer ; of 

assuring them that whatsoever they should 

ask the Father in his name the Father would 

grant them. Not content, however, with 

proving to them that prayer was their duty 

as well as interest, he teaches them now to 

pray; and leaves a most comprehensive and 

■ matchless composition, as a model for their 

H future devotions, and a standard for their fu- 

H tiire reference. 

H It is to a clause of this unrivalled form of 

H BupplicatioD, that I now beg to draw your 

^L attention. It is rendered in our version, " de- 
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liver US from evil." But the original will 
bear another ioterpretation — " ddhxr lat from 
the Evil One." Aud this translatioD has 
found supporters in some of the most dis- 
tinguished Prelates of our Church, 

Keep, then, may I request you, my Bre- 
thren, this latter form of rendering in mind, 
while I dwell 

I. On thk impohtanck of this Petition : 

II. On its necessitv. 

I. In his progress towards Heaven, the Chris- 
tian has enemies to encounter both many 
and mighty. Among these there is one so 
pre-eminent in malice, and so persevering in 
his attempts, as to deserve in an especial 
manner, the epithet of *' the adversary." He 
was God's great adversary before the world 
was formed. He is our great enemy, for he 
unrelentingly seeks our destruction. When- 
ever a sinner is driven away in his wicked- 
ness, Satan's horrible appetite is gratified. 
He has gained an additional victim. He has 
found one wretched being more to torment 
for ever. And whose machinations are so 
deeply to be dreaded, and against whose 
agency ought we so incessantly to bend our 
b2 
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prayers, as against his, whose employment 
is to cheat an immortal soul out of Heaven, 
and deceive him into Hell ? 

It is under this character, and this desig- 
nation, that St. Peter alludes to him in the 
fifth chapter of his first Epistle, — " Be sober, 
be vigilant, because vour adversakv, the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek- 
ing whom be may devour : whom resist, 
steadfast in the faith. 

It is strange, considering the multiplied 
allusions to the efforts of Satan which we 
find in the Bible — his temptation of Job, and 
his temptation of our Lord; his ruin of man 
in the garden of Eden; and his complete 
possession of, and entire triumph over, Judas 
Iscariot— that any body of Believers should 
be found to deny his existence. Such, hovt^- 
ever, is the case. The Unitarians, one and 
all, assert there is no such Being — no such 
Principle! What, however, the Unitarians 
deny, our Lord affirms. " Simon, Simon, 
Satan hath desired to have thee, that he 
may sift thee as wheat." It is for the 
self-confident that the Tempter spreads his 
snares ; and it is with the self-confident that 
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lie mainly succeeds. Little, little, did Feter 
foresee, wlien following Jesus to the Higli 
Priest's hall, and weeping over his Master's 
fate, that the very next words he should utter 
would be words of ingratitude, cursing, false- 
hood, and perjury. Little did the young 
ruler suspect, when, full of hope, he sought 
the Saviour, anxious to lay hold on immor- 
tality, that the Tempter would so shortly have 
so great an advantage over him; would per- 
suade him to think lightly of eternal life ; 
and, rejecting his Saviour, to go away sor- 
rowful ! Well might the Redeemer, knowing 
the weapons and the wariness of our watch- 
ful enemy, direct his followers to pray against 
his success; justly might he insert this im- 
portant petition in their prayer: — " deliver us 
from Evil — or the Evu. Onk." 

From a consideration of the importance of 
this petition, turn 

n. — To ITS NECESSITY. 

If we look into the world around us, proofs 
of the existence and influence of Satan meet us 
on every side. What cruel and unchristian 
actions — what bitter family dissensions — what 
unnatural contentions and implacable enmities 
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■ — what unworthy sentiments and seltisli de- 
I terminations has not his influence inspired, and 
I his agency ettected ? If we look into our own 
I hearts, we find Satan incessantly occupied in 
H attempts against our peace. From the cradle 
H to the grave, we trace his unwearied influence 
H^ in the fits of headstrong temper and perverse 

self-will, which deform our infancy ; in the 
tumults of lawless and unhallowed passion 
which assail our manhood ; in the selfishness 
and avarice which creep upon our old age; and 
in those doubts, and fears, and misgivings, with 
which he buffets the soul of the Christian in 
his dying hour. 

Again. How continually do we find the 
Tempter mingling his gall and bitterness with 
our best actions and our purest thoughts? He 

■ is ever on the watch to divert us from what is 
I good, and to lure us to what is evil. He 
K betrays us into sin, and then^leaves us 
H to lament it. He is always anxious to stifle 
B the whispers of conscience, and to drown the 
H voice of reflection. How often has he rendered 
H our public and our private prayers cold, and 
H languid, and lifeless? How frequently has 
^m he supplied us with an idle or a frivolous 
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excuse for absenting ourselves from the ser- 
vice of ourCliarch, and neglecting the duty of 
conimuaioa? In how many instances, — when 
sickness has assailed us, when death has 
appeared in view, when we began to en- 
quire, with trembling solicitude, " am I 
prepared to meet my God?"— has the Tempter 
whispered, with artful sophistry, "thou shall 
not surely die:" and who shall say how 
many thousands of the human race he has 
lulled into a security as false and as fancied as 
that of our first parents, and then left them to 
mourn, through the ages of eternity, their 
credulity in listening to him, and their folly 
in believing him! 

These are the wiles— are the works of Satan. 
Thus it hath been since the foundation of the 
world; and thus will it ever continue to be, till 
that joyful day shall dawn, when Satan will be 
hurled into the bottomless pit, and be bound 
in chains for ever. 

There are many— alas! but too many— em- 
ployments in which man fritters away his 
energies, on which Satan may well be sup- 
posed to look with complacency. There are, 
alas ! but loo many abodes and scenes, in 
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which immortal beings may be found, where 
the Rebel Angel may well be supposed to 
preside. Take one in particular, in which he 
is presumed to lake double interest, and from 
which he derives countless victims. 

Come with me to the gaming-house. Behold 
a crowd of fevered, anxious, care-worn faces 
gathered around the table. See some, flushed 
with the hope of triumph, already exulting in 
the anticipation of success. View the frenzy 
of despair gathering thick on the brow of 
others. Look at the perturbation, the ex- 
citement, the avidity visible in every coun- 
tenance. Hear the blasphemies, the oaths, 
and execrations, which burst from the lips of 
the unfortunate. Listen to the recriminations, 
curses, abuse, and menaces, with which the 
losing parties goad each other. Look at that 
poor, haggard, agitated being, who has ven- 
tured his all upon the die ! Gaze upon the 
unutterable agony of his countenance ; — look 
at the anguish lit up in his flashing eye, as he 
rushes from the room, conscious that he has 
rendered his wife a beggar, and his children 
houseless; — follow him into the street, already 
illumined with the grey dawn of morning ; — 
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« 

listen to that heavy, sullen plunge. 'Tis the*^ 
suicide's grave. And now tell me, whether 
ANY BEING BUT Satan could, first of all, 
have originated a place fraught with such 
awful consequences : and in the next say, 
whether any influence but his could drive 
human beings to frequent it? 

But I will venture to make a still closer ap- 
plication, and to approach, though with m^a^ 
sured phrase, our own times. Turn to the 
metropolis. Consider, for one instant, the 
case of that notorious delinquent who has 
recently* sailed for other shores, leaving be- 
hind him unutterable anguish and unex- 
pected indigence as the portion of those 
whose confidence he has betrayed, and whose 
property he has embezzled. What could 
have induced a man of his station in society, 
— one of the Legislators of the Land ; one 
whose approbation was courted, and whose 
friendship was coveted, — to sacrifice fame and 
character, inward peace and outward reve- 
rence, an easy conscience, his native land, 
his happy home, all that is dear to man ; — 

* Preached early in the year 1829. * 
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what, but the suggestions ol the Father of 1 
Falsehood, — what, but the promptings of him 
who delighteth in deceit? Is the clause, 
then, unnecessary ; can the petition ever be 
deemed superfluous — " Lead us not inte 
temptation, but deliver us from evil?" 

Look again at the northern metropolis. 
Reflect for an instant on that horrid tragedy 
which has been detailed in one of her courts 
of justice, the bare recital of which harrows 
up the feelings of every humane man. 
Thinit of murder, committed merely for the 
purpose of making the body of the unhappy 
victim a matter of traffic and barter, and 
admit not only that the Arch Enemy alone 
could have suggested such atrocity, but that 
no one, save he, whose heart the Arch 
Fiend possessed wholly and exclusively, 
could have put it into execution. 

It is, to many minds, a paradox how men 
with these enormities coming within the 
sphere of their own knowledge, and perpe- 
trated under their own immediate observa- 
tion, can deny the existence of Satan, or 
dispute his influence. It is my duty, Chris- 
brethren, to " put you in remem- 
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brance" of both ; to lay before you, from 
tirae to time, passing proofs of his active 
agency and unwearied malice, — aware that 
an instance in point is well remembered, 
though the sermon be quite forgotten. It 
is my privilege, fellow believers, to urge you, 
by all your hopes of Heaven and fears of 
Hell, to watch and pray, that ye " enter 
not into temptation." 

The craftiness of your great Enemy is in- 
ferior only to his malevolence. If he cannot 
keep you in open profaneness, he will persuade 
you to take up with a " form of godliness." 
If he cannot entice you totally to neglect 
your Saviour, he will try to seduce you into 
a languid and lifeless discharge of your 
sacred duties. The strange woman, you 
will find on reference to the judgment of 
Solomon, would cheerfully have allowed the 
child to be divided according to the mo- 
narch's decree : so Satan would willingly 
share our duty and our service with the 
Saviour ;— and why ? Became he well knows, 
that, on those terms, the Saviour will not accept 
them. 

But, lastly, there is another view which 
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I shall take of Satan in connection with my 
text ; viz., as our constant and unceasing 
accuser. In Revelations xii., 10., he is 
termed " the accuser of the brethren," 
which " accused them before God day and 
night." This is a most striking insight into 
the character of Satan, and, as such, I urge 
your coming to the consideration of it with 
all the seriousness and solemuity in your 
power. View the Evil Spirit as our con- 
stant *' accuser, day and night;" as regis- 
tering every , idle word ; every unguarded 
act ; every loose and unhallowed thought. 
Follow him, as ever prompting the record- 
ing angel to enter in the great book of 
account, the crimes, and follies, and omis- 
sions of every hour ; as rejoicing with the 
exultation of a fiend, when he sees us fall 
into error; as hoping, with all the malignity 
of a fallen angel, that we may be his at 

LAST. 

Mournful as this picture is, it is not wholly 
overshadowed with gloom. A ray of light 
here breaks in upon us ; and this ray beams 
from the crown of mercy that encircles the 
brow of our mighty Redeemer. Though Satan 
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be our constant accuser before God day and 
night, Jesus is for ever seated at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, pleading for our 
fallen rate. Though Satan be constantly en- 
gaged in heightening every error, and aggra- 
vating every crime, our blessed Redeemer's 
never-ceasing occupation is to be our mediator 
and advocate with an offended God. Though 
the Evil Spirit be perpetually pointing to the 
black record of our sins, and our numberless 
and dreary wanderings from God, the Lamb 
is ever dropping his blood upon them, and 
washing every stain away. Though the Prince 
of Darkness be ever laying wait for our soul, 
and seeking^ to make us his imtruments here, 
and his victims hereafter, the Lamb of God 
is ever on the watch, waiting to receive us, — 
holding out to us invitations of mercy, and 
pardon, and peace, — and never ceasing to give 
us opportunities of returning to the Shepherd 
and Bishop of our Souls. 

These are important considerations, my 
Brethren, which we are warranted in drawing 
from Scripture; and as such I leave them to 
weigh on your minds. The unceasing agency 
and influence of Satan should make us watch 
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over our thoughts, and bridle our tongue. 
The continual mediatorship which is going 
on for us above, should make us everlastingly 
thankful, and patient, and prayerful. ^ 

Since Satan is thus ever busy against us, 
how careful and watchful should we be over 
every action of our life ! While Christ is thus 
unceasingly engaged in making intercession 
for us, what anxiety should we feel, — what 
heed should we take — not by our own folly 
and perverseness— to render it of no avail ? 

Good and gracious God ! both now and 
ever ** lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil ! " 



SERMON II. 



INTRODUCTORY. 

It was my fortune to meet many years 
ago — more, perhaps, than I now care to re- 
member — three distinguished individuals, each 
widely differing from the other as to talents, 
disposition, and advantages : yet all eminent 
in their respective spheres, all active in their 
appointed scenes of labour, and all now 
called to their rest. I allude to the late 
Mr. Owen, Rector of Paglesham, Legh Rich- 
mond, of Turvey, and Vaughan, of Leicester. 
It was a small clerical meeting, convened for 
the purpose of devising some means of pro- 
viding for the immediate wants of the widow 
and infant family of a deceased clergyman, 
reduced, by his sudden death, to the most 
deplorable distress. 

It appeared that the deceased had preached 
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in perfect health on the previous Sunday (he 
died on the Tuesday) from the words " for 
to me to die is gain." The mention of this 
fact, stated incidentally by Mr. Vernon, Mr. 
Owen's curate at Park Chapel, led to a 
discussion as to the effect produced by 
particular passages in Scripture on their 
first perusal, 

I well remember Mr. Vaughan declaring 
that there was a passage which he never 
had read, and never could read, without 
being penetrated with the deepest sense of 
its sublimity, without a thrilling feeling of 
awe; without owning the abject nothingness 
of man, and the incomprehensible majesty 
of Him, invisible, yet pervading all space, 
whose ceaseless existence it so nobly des- 
cribes : — " they rest not day and night say- 
ing. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which WAS, and is, and is to come." — 
(Rev. iv. 8.) 

Mr. Owen observed, that amid the many 
and severe trials with which he had been 
visited, no passage had occurred to him so 
repeatedly or so consolingly, as " let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of 



grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need." Let us 
"come boldly." Not as some men do; not 
like those who, forgetting the immeasurable 
distance between finite and sinful man, and 
infinite omnipotence and sinless purity, 
address the Deity in a strain of equality 
and presumption, which makes one tremble 
at their temerity ; but with a secure and 
well grounded, yet holy confidence, in the 
merits and mjluence of Ilim through whom 
we pray. Then the words " in time of need." 
How forcible, how consolatory! "In time of 
need :" not before, for then it would be need- 
less; not after, for then it would be unavail- 
ing." But " IN time of need ;" the very instant, 
the very moment of sorrow's pressure and bit- 
terness, we may pray for grace, and hope 
to procure it. 

"There is a passage," said Mr. Richmond, 
"which, though it may appear, at first sight, of 
inferior interest, I have often mused upon, as 
embodying one of the most remarkable facts 
to be found even in Scripture. ' And the 
house, when it was in building, was built of 
stone made ready before it was brought thi- 




19 INTRODUCTOHY. 

ther ; bo that there was natker hammer, nor 
axe, nor any tool of iron, heard in the house, 
while it was in building.' — (I. Kings, vi. 7.) It 
in noticeable, not only as telling us a fact truly 
wonderful in itself; not only as indicating the 
deep, religious reverence of the Jew, his innate 
and abiding sense of the presence of God in 
holy places ; but as affording by analogy a 
lively representation of the quietness, con- 
stancy, regularity, and perfection, with which 
God begins, carries on, and completes the 
Operations of his grace in the human heart." 
• • * * • 

"Would," said Mr, Vaughan. "that these 
meetings were of more frequent occurrence ! 
What BO natural as that combatants engaged in 
defeating a common enemy, should frequently 
congregate to polish and adjust their armoiu-; 
to compare their accounts; to see where their 
auMaults have been successful, where defective ? 
And yet though when graziers meet, they talk 
of their cattle ; merchants, exports and im- 
ports; shipowners, the rate of insurance and 
the quality of timber; bankers, the state of 
the currency ; philosophers, the latest dis- 
coveries in science ;— how happens it, that 
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when clergy meet, extraneous fiubjects so often 
form the topics of discussion ; worldly occur- 
rences are, with such evident inconsistency, 
introduced, in which we can feel but slender 
interest, to the utter exclusion of clerical views, 
prospects, successes, difficulties ? Whence 
comes this ? Are we afraid or ashamed of our 
profession ? " 

*' Neither," said Mr. Richmond ; *' but we do 
not confide in each other as we should. The 
bond of brotherhood is not sufficiently defined 
and recognised amongst us. It will not be so 
always. Clearer views of our common inter- 
ests and common obligations are gradually 
diffusing themselves ; and the day, I trust, is 
not far distant, when we shall own and act 
upon an universal identity of pursuit and con- 
geniality of sentiment. There is one point, 
however, on which we all fail— mutual inter- 
cession. Combatants in an earthly cause will 
pray most ardently for the success of their 
companions, though they themselves may be 
debarred from all share of the fame or honors 
of the particular exploit. They exult, though 
deriving no individual advantage, when one 
division turns the enemy's flank. And when 

c2 
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any particular regiment or battalion is ordered 
for active service, loud, and hearty, and cordial, 
will be their aspirations, that their comrades 
may be triumphant." 

'' How much greater need have tve, in our un- 
equal and tremendous conflict, mutually to 
INTERCEDE at the throne of grace, that victory 
may attend us in our arduous warfare ; that He 
may * be on our side,' who alone can * give 
the increase ; ' and that we may so preach and 
so livCy as to ' save both ourselves and those 
who hear us.' " 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 

1. TfiEssALONiANs, V. 25. — " Brethren pray for us/* 



Prayer is the refuge of the wretched. 
" When I am in heaviness I will call upon 
God; when my heart is vexed I will com- 
plain." 

Prayer is the voice of sin to him who alone 
can pardon it. " Save, Lord, or I perish." 

Prayer is that secret communion between 
God and the soul, which is the very breath 
and being of true Religion. ** He spoke a 
parable to this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint." 

Prayer is that blessed ** messenger between 
Heaven and Earth," that holds a correspond- 
ence between two worlds; and by a happy 
intercourse and sure conveyance carries up 
the necessities of the one, and brings down 
the bounties of the other. *' Whatsoever ye 
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shall ask the Father in my name, he wilt 
give it to you." 

And this is essentially true of the subject 
to which I, at present, more immediately 
allude— Intercessory Prayer, its duty and 
efficacy. The anxious mother, who, when 
her son is engaged on a foreign shore com- 
bating the enemies of his country, lifts up 
her heart to the God of Battles, and prays 
that his Almighty arm may shield her child : 
the timid, care-worn wife, who, while her 
husband is on the wide world of waters, 
supplicates the Mighty Ruler of Events to 
bless his voyage, to preserve him amid the 
perils of the deep, and to grant him a 
safe return : the son, who, in a foreign land, 
remembers the home of his childhood, and 
fondly clings to the recollection of the 
father who anxiously inculcated manly ho- 
nour and virtuous principle, and the mother 
who early "taught him to lisp the infant 
hymn, and say the infant prayer," and each 
night, ere he lays his head on the pillow, 
beseeches God to bless them ; who, if a 
stranger appear from the place which gave 
him birth, asks, in quivering accents and 
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, swelling heart — " ' Is my father well, 
the old man of whom you spake, is he yet 
alive ?' May Heaven's choicest blessings rest 

on his aged head I" these are all instances, 

in a greater or less degree, of intercessory 
prayer. 

With these preliminary remarks, I purpose 
to lay before you, 

I. — The duty of intercessory Prayer. 

II. — ^The encouragement we have to re- 
sort TO IT.^ 

III. — The practical application ok the 
Subject. 

May our meditations, imperfect as they are, 
be accepted, through the great Intercessor. 

I. — The duty of intercessory prayer. 

It is a duty, my brethren, strongly enforced 
in Scripture. " Pray one for another," says 
St. James. " I beseech you," says St. Paul, 
" for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for 
the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together 
with me in your prayers for me." That God 
hears and answers prayer, is a truth confirmed 
by the universal experience of God's iaithful 
servants. Though he is in Heaven, and we 
are upon Earth, yet he stoops to listen to 




■ • Vide B 

^L vorthy the ai 



JNTLKttSSOHY PRAYER. 

our cry ; and, when his people plead with 
him, he lends a willing ear. The Christian 
army serves under the banner of one common 
leader, — Christ the righteous ; has to contend 
against one common enemy, — Satan the de- 
ceiver. Its watch-word should be union ; 
Ub countersign fearlessness. Thus situated, 
" not to pray for others is uncharitableness," 
not to desire their prayers is pride.* Ah, 
brethren, it will never be known on this side 
Heaven, how much the Redeemer's cause and 
the work of individual salvation have been 
advanced by the effectual, fervent prayer of 
righteous men. And is it not a cheering 
consideration in the heat and burden of the 
day of battle, that, while we are contending 
below, faithful servants of God have ascended 
the hill of spiritual prayer, and are imploring 
blessings on us from above? 

" In this holy employment we have need 
of mutual help. Two are better than one : 
and as Aaron and Hur supported the faint- 
ing hands of Moses, so should Christian 
friends,' who are embarked in the same great 

• Vide Buddicom'a " Christian Exodus;" a work well 
worthy the attentive perusal of every Biblical student. 
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cause, and fight under the same glorious 
Leader, meet in intercessory prayer at the 
Throne of Grace." Christians are no more 
independent of each other, than of their com- 
mon Lord and Saviour. As they are united 
to him by faith, so ought they to be united to 
each other by love. " Bear ye one another's 
burdens, and so fultil the law of Christ." It 
is when the faithful fol lowers of the same 
Divine Master pray for each other, that the 
reciprocal mtcrctssion realizes that beautiful idea 
called by our Church — the Communion of 
Saints. 

" Pray," says the Psalmist, " pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem." National mercies and 
public blessings, are proper subjects of in- 
tercession. The good man will pray for his 
country. He will pray that England, the 
land of his sires, may still flourish great and 
free ; may still continue to be a model for 
surrounding nations ; the land of the brave, 
and the queen of the ocean. He will pray 
that when he has sunk, to rest, his children, 
and his children's children, may continue to 
enjoy the blessings of just government and 
equal laws; and that increasing prosperity 
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and augmented glory may be his country's 
lot, though he can no longer participate in 
the one, or exult over the other. He will 
pray for his King, that his reign may be 
long and prosperous ; that he may live, 
where a patriot King desires to live, en- 
shrined in the hearts of his people ; that the 
dew of God's blessing may descend on him 
from above ; that the consolations of religion 
may be largely his ; and, finally, that he 
may exchange an earthly crown, for one that 
is " incorruptible, undetiled, and that fadeth 
not away." He will pray for his Church. 
Like the aged Eli, when the Holy of Holies 
was brought into the field, and the Philis- 
tines were eager to obtain its possession, " his 
heart" will "tremble for the ark of God!" 
Deeply and devoutly attached to that " form 
of sound words" in which he was early taught, 
and in which he hopes to die, — that Church 
in whose holy formulary he was first dedi- 
cated to God in baptism, and whose last 
thrilling service will commit his cold remains 
to their kindred dust, — he will pray, that, me- 
naced as she is, she may still maintain her 
ascendency and protect her interests ; that 
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true and faithful pastors may be raised up 
to minister at her altars ; that the glorious 
traths of RedemptioQ may be proclaimed in 
all their fulness, and freeness, and freshness, 
in every sanctuary that owns her sway ; and 
earnestly and anxiously does he pray for the 
PERPETUiTv of the Establishment, because, 
pure in her doctrines, primitive in her dis- 
cipline, apostolic in her precepts, and emi- 
nently spiritual in her petitions, he is per- 
suaded that the Church of England is the 
Church of Christ. 

From the duty of Intercessory Prayer, turn, 

II. To THE ENCOURAGEMENT WHICH WK 
HAVE TO RESORT TO IT. 

Scripture abounds with incentives. The 
first, and perhaps the strongest, will be found 
in the case of Abraham. Abraham, sitting at 
the door of his tent, in the burning plains of 
Mamre, in the heat of the day, is approached 
by three travellers, whom he receives and en- 
tertains with true patriarchal hospitality. 
They, at length, discover themselves to him as 
divinely commissioned messengers, and dis- 
close to him the impending destruction of the 
cities of the Plain. Abraham is instantly in- 
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spired with the most intense anxiety to avert 
the fate of these reckless transgressors. He 
naturally felt the strongest interest in their 
destiny. Lot, his nephew, with his family, 
dwelt amongst them. He supplicates the 
Almighty to spare; yet, fully convinced of the 
guilt of the cities of the Plain, and thoroughly 
satisfied of the justice of their sentence, he 
ventures not to plead for them on their own 
account, but for the sake of the righteous per- 
sons who might be abiding therein. Fifty — 
thirty — forty — twenty just persons he presumes 
to he dwelling there ; and successively brings 
down the number, and — remission along 
WITH IT. So blessed is the influence of the 
righteous ! So precious, in the sight of a mer- 
ciful God, are the lives and welfare of his 
faithful worshippers ! 

Within ten, does the anxious Patriarch, at 
length, comprehend the righteous of Sodom 
and Goraorrha. For ten, Jehovah promises to 
spare. With this gracious assurance, Abraham's 
solicitude is quieted, and his supplications 
ceage. " Tm righteous must be surefy found 
there ! Lot's household alone would exceed 
that number; and the cities will be saved!'" 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 20 

But though at this point intercession ended — 
for we read that " the Lord went his way, and 
Abraham returned to his place" — yet we should 
observe, that the Almighty did not cease from 
enlarging the operation of his mercy till 
Abraham ceased to entreat for it. Fervent 
was the Patriarch's zeal, and intense was his 
anxiety, in intreating God to show mercy and 
to spare ; but both were exceeded by the 
Almighty's willingness to relent. Had the 
Patriarch continued in prayer, till he had 
brought down the number to Lot himself, who 
can tell but that Sodom and Gomorrha might 
yet have been saved ? 

As it was, although Almighty goodness gave 
every thing that Abraham asked, and Almighty 
mercy yielded to the utmost limit Abraham 
proposed, both were unavailing. In Sodom 
and Gomorrha together were not ten righteous 
found : and both were blotted out from the 
face of creation for ever. 

The next instance I would lay before you of 
"Intercessory Prayer," is from the Acts: and 
most affecting is the glimpse which it gives us 
of the sufferings and faith of the primitive 
Church. Peter was cast into prison ; he had 
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been betrayed into the hands of the cruel 
Herod. St. James had already fallen a victim 
to the tyrant's rage ; and St. Peter's death was 
determined on. He kws io die on the morrow. 
The Apostle, whose counsel had so often guided 
them ; the Leader, whose wisdom had so fre- 
quently instructed them ; the Saint, whose 
piety had so constantly cheered them, was 
about to be taken away for ever. The next 
sun would rise upon his martyrdom ; and the 
infant Church of Christ was about to be de- 
prived of another shepherd. 

But his perils were not forgotten. And a 
little, helpless, faithful band of Christians were 
gathered together at the house of Mary, the 
moUier of John, seeking aid whence alone it 
could be derived, and persevtruig in their peti- 
tions, though all chauce of rescue seemed 
TiBionary. " Prayer was tnade, without ceas- 
ing, of the Church, unto God, for him." Ah! 
how ardent — how devoted — how anxious — how 
fervent must those aspirations have been, which 
rose at the hour of evening from the lowly 
dwelling of Mary, where "many were ga- 
thered together praying." While engaged in 
this sad and sorrowful exercise, God hears and 
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answers. While prayer was actually leaving 
the lips, God grants and gives. Peter, rescued 
by divine interposition, stands before the gate. 
God had delivered him from Herod, and from 
all the expectation of the Jewrs. 

It is, Brethren, from no want of additional 
instances that I content myself with specify- 
ing these. I might direct your attention to 
Elias, who, as a judgment on a wicked king 
and a guilty people, prayed that it might not 
rain, and God hearkened unto his prayer ; 
and it rained not for the space of three years and 
six months ; and who again entreated from 
the top of Carmel, that the interdict might be 
removed, and God listened to his petition 
and granted it ; terminated the horrors of 
drought, and vouchsafed an " abundant rain :" 
to Abimelech, restored to health by Abraham's 
intercession : to Isaac, who interceded with 
God for Rebecca, his wife, and God heard 
his prayer and answered it ; and from each 
and all these instances, might I glean a rich 
harvest of spiritual instruction, and arm my- 
self with fresh arguments for pressing the duty 
and efficacy of Intercessory Prayer. I hasten, 
however, to notice. 
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III,— The practical application of the 
Subject. 

Brethren, if God is willing to hear Inter- 
cessory Prayer, and is disposed to answer it, 
well may it become the Christian minister to 
say to his people, "pray for us." Pray for 
us ; we have need of your prayers. Pray for 
us : that we may well and faithfully acquit 
ourselves of that solemn responsibility with 
which we are invested. The Gospel, of which 
we are interpreters, is filled with charges to 
ministerial fidelity, at which every minister's 
ears should tingle. I quote but one. Hear 
it, and think no longer lightly of the answer 
we must hereafter render to " God the judge 
of all," for the discharge of our trust. " Son 
of man, I have set thee to be a watchman to 
the house of Israel. If thou dost not speak, 
to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will 
I require at thy hands." 

There is nothing more pleasing, more effec- 
tual to the Throne of Grace, than the prayers 
of a Church for its ministers. St. Chrysostom 
beautifully compares it to a petition addressed 
to the King of Heaven, and subscribed by 
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many names. " For one, to pray for many, 
is a great undertaking: but it is easy and 
pleasant for many to pray for one." 

Standing every day at the altar of God, a 
minister's life should carry about with it a 
savour of those heavenly truths, which it is 
his duty and his privilege to study and en- 
force. But they who have had the longest ex- 
perience, will, I believe, be the very Jirst to 
acknowledge that there is but too much dan- 
ger of the personality of religion becoming 
imperceptibly enfeebled amid the mere me- 
chanical discharge of our duties ; and that, 
while habitually labouring for the spiritual 
welfare of others, there is a probabiUty o. 
overlooking our own. Then generously think 
of our danger, and " pray for us." 

" Pray for us,'" for if we fail at last, our 
damnation is double. Awful will be the sen- 
tence of the wilful profligate ; sad will be the 
destiny of the nominal Christian ; but ten 
thousand times more appalling will be the 
doom of that minister who has been unfaithful 
to his trust. What torments can be too great 
for that unprofitable servant, who, having a 
commission from the best of masters, and ap- 
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pointed to plead the best of causes, has hid his 
talent in a napkin, — has lived devoted to the 
world, and dead to vital godliness, — a traitor to 
his Heavenly Prince, — and false to the flock he 
was commissioned to feed ? 

"Pray for us," that God may own our la- 
bours ; that he may " perfect his strength in our 
weakness;" that we may both save ourselves 
and you who hear us. " Pray for us," that 
that may be a joyful meeting, when both mi- 
nister and people shall stand before God's bar. 
" Pray for us," that that may be a moment of 
unutterable bliss to both, when the hallelu- 
jahs of Heaven shall burst upon the ear, and 
prayer give place to praise. 
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The parish to which I was ordained was 
large, populous, and neglected, U presented a 
disheartening aspect to one who entered upon 
his charge with considerable diffidence ; and 
who felt, that with regard to the details of his 
profession, he had himself much to learn. In 
undertaking its duties, I adopted a practice 
which I would recommend to my younger 
brethren, having derived essential benefit from 
it myself— that of keeping a Parochial Common- 
Place Book. 

" Make a memorandum of every death-bed 
yon attend," was the advice of the late excel- 
lent Bishop Fisher — " Animam qualem neque 
candidiorem terra tulit" — to the young men 
who attended the last ordination over which te 
ever presided. "Notice any feature in it that 
D 2 
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particularly strikes you ; the bent of the suf- 
ferer's mind ; the passages that seem most grate- 
ful to him ; the fears which chiefly beset him ; 
the daily progress which, under higher guid- 
ance, you make in preparing him. These 
notitite will form the milestones of your profes- 
sional life. You will see from them what you 
have done; at what pace you have journeyed; 
where you have fallen short ; what you 
might have obviated. They will be no mean 
assistance to you in your studies for the pulpit; 
and," added his Lordship, with the most touch- 
ing earnestness, " a most fitting preparative 
for your own dying hour." 

This advice I followed ; but was sadly dis- 
appointed in its results. My sick list was 
carefully registered ; but no division of my 
duties caused me such heart-felt concern. Of 
those who, when apparently past recovery, 
made the most solemn promises, a most miser- 
able proportion adhered to them. Out of 
FOBTY-SEVEN who, Under dying circumstances, 
appeared sincere penitents, and truly reformed 
characters, one solitary individual " re- 
membered his vows." 

I mentioned this at a clerical meeting. I 
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had a motive for doing so. There were present 
men of experience ; men of unwearied activity ; 
men of distinguished talent ; and men of de- 
voted piety. I was desirous to learn, what 
was the opinion of others on such a momentous 
question. 

"You have been fortunate, Sir," was the 

observation of Dr. , an excellent divine, 

and a most benevolent man. " The experi- 
ence of six-and-thirty years furnishes me with 
only three instances : and with respect to one 
of these, I feel somewhat undecided. A death- 
bed repentance, I cannot help viewing as a 
doubtful repentance." 

"I have laboured hard for ten years," said 

the Vicar of , " and I have yet to find an 

instance, where the solemn promises, the re- 
iterated resolutions — made in the full prospect 
of death — have, on recovery, been kept." 

" The disappointment is, I grant you, griev- 
ous," said the aged Rector of ; "but 

conceive, if you are able, the distress, the dif- 
ficulty, the dreadful embarrassment that en- 
sues, where two ministers differ respecting 
the state of a dying offender. This was the 
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case, many years ago, between Mr. Vaughan, 
of Leicester, and myself. The subject was a 
convict, who was about to be executed at 
Leicester. Vaughan and myself were in at- 
tendance on him. The Chaplain was in- 
capacitated, at the time, by illness ; so that 
the solemn business of preparation mainly 
devolved on us. The task was most painful ; 
for we differed, both as to the spiritual state of 
the criminal, and his moral guilt. 

"The man was convicted of murder on cir- 
cumstantial evidence. That evidence was so 
strong, so clear, and so unbroken, that it was 
scarcely possible to doubt his guilt. The 
prisoner, however, denied all knowledge of 
the transaction. Mr. Vaughan thought him 
innocent; and the intensity of expression with 
which be avowed this conviction ; the subtlety 
with which he supported it; the enthusiastic 
ardour with which he sought evidence to con- 
firm his view of the subject ; the invectives 
which he hurled against those who ' for hire 
pleaded away life;' the agony with which he 
viewed the preparations for the man's execu- 
tion ; and the thrilling anathemas with which 
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he denounced the apathy of those who, with- 
out due examination, were about to shed inno- 
cent blood ; all this, though I witnessed it, 1 
am unable to describe. Those only who have 
seen Vaughan in his most excited moments, 
can fancy it. 

"On the other hand, my situation was far from 
enviable. I had the most thorough persuasion 
of the prisoner's guilt. That demeanour which 
my companion viewed as the most implicit 
resignation to God's will under the most 
agonizing circumstances, was to me the sullen 
doggedness of despair. And while he enter- 
tained the most favourable opinion of the 
criminal's spiritual condition, I watched with 
feelings too acute for utterance, that undaunted 
bearing, and those reiterated asseverations of 
innocence, as degrees of guilt, to be reached 
only by a man, who was resolved to ' hurry 
into the presence of his Maker, with a lie in 
his right hand.' On the night preceding, or 
rather morning of. the execution, Vaughan 
stalked into the cell. After some most 
searching observations, and a most solemn 
prayer, he said, with all that majesty of 
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manner, and deep and thritling intonatioa 
for which he was so remarkable, ' Prisoner, 
attend to me. The morning has already 
dawned, which, for you, has no morrow. Per- 
mnt in telling me a falsehood, and in a few 
hours you will be in Hell. By all your fears 
of those torments, which have neither inter- 
mission nor end, I ask you, did you murder 
that unfortunate woman ? ' 

" ' I did not. I know nothing whatever of 
the transaction.' 

"The scene now became painful in the ex- 
treme. Vaughan's uncontrollable agitation ; 
his agony at the man's approaching and unal- 
terable fate ; the anguish with which he 
bewailed the impotency of his own represen- 
tations ; and the utter loathing with which he 
seemed to view his personal share in the 
proceedings, were most distressing to an eye- 
witness. It was with the greatest difficulty 
that I could calm him ; and this I effected, 
solely by recalling, and chaining his attention, 
to what was our more immediate duty. But 
so fully was Mr. Vaughan persuaded of the 
convict's innocence, that just before he was 
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turned off, he begged the Under Sheriff to 
enquire whether he still persisted in denying 
his guilt. 

" ' I do. I am innocent ' — was his firm reply. 

"I shall never forget the expression of 
Vaughans countenance, when this fact was 
communicated to him, nor the meaning it 
conveyed." 

" These are parts in our professional career," 

said the venerable Mr. L y, " which teach 

us great humility and deep distrust. Talking 
of a clergyman's experience, there is a fact 
connected with my own, which has often recur- 
red to me, and never without creating painful 
reflection. I was, for many years, curate of a 
church near London. One of our congre- 
gation, a lady of boundless benevolence, and 
of the most genuine, though unobtrusive piety, 
had a son who was a prisoner at Verdun. She 
was a widow, and he an only child ; it was her 
wish that he should be statedly remembered 
in the prayers of the church ; and for thirteen 
years, after that beautiful petition in our 
Liturgy, ' that it may please thee to show thy 
pity upon all prisoners and captives," did I 
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offer up a special intercession for him. During 
this interval. Bishop Porteus came to the 
church. The circumstance struck him, and 
he enquired into the particulars ; on learning 
them, he observed, ' if the young man ever 
returns, I should like much to know his cha- 
racter and fate.' After an interval of three 
years, the Bishop again visited our little sanc- 
tuary, recollected the circumstance, observed 
that the clause was omitted, and enquired the 
reason. I gave it with pain. This child of 
many prayers had been restored to his early 
home, a thoughtless, selfish profligate ; he had 
wasted in debauchery and excess, the means of 
that mother, whose every thought, and prayer, 
and hope, and wish, had had a direct reference 
to his return; and, finally, had compelled her, in 
the evening of her days, to throw herself upon 
the bounty of her friends. Of the intermediate 
stages of wretchedness which the son passed 
through, I can say nothing. But this I well 
know was his end ; — he was found dead one 
Sunday morning on a brick-kiln ! 

" ' How often,' was the Bishop's reply, 'do 
we pray for what proves a curse and not a 
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blessingf How many amongst us are Israelites ! 
They, dissatisfied with God's governance, asked 
for a King ! With what chastisements, penal- 
ties, sufi*erings, and scourges, was their darling 
desire accompanied ! You speak, however, of 
the mother as still living ? Give me her 

address.' " 

« « « « ♦ 



w 




k 



DEMAS. 

Preached on St. Luke't Day. 

II. Timothy, iv. 10. — '* Do thy diligence to come unto 
me quickly; for Denias hath forsaken me, having loved 
this present world : only Luke is with me." 

Who Demas was, what pledges he had 
given of firm allegiance to the apostle, and 
how he had renounced them; what circum- 
stances paved the way for his desertion of 
St. Paul, and how he ultimately avowed it, 
are points on which Church History can 
throw little or no light. He had once been 
faithful, for we find him thus mentioned in 
the epistle to the Colossians, — " Luke, the 
beloved physician, and Demas greet you." 
And again, in the epistle to Philemon, there 
is memorable mention of him, — " These sa- 
lute thee, Marcus, Aristarchns, and Demas, 
my fellow labourers." 

Yet is it remarkable that the flow of time 
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has effaced all minute record of the former 
services of this false disciple. The fact of 
his apostacy stands, alas! painfully promi- 
nent. The action of his life, most clearly 
and fully established, is this — that Demas for- 
sook St. Paul, at a time, when his presence 
would have been most cheering, and his 
adherence most valuable ;— -forsook him, from 
love of this present world. 

But though the materials we possess for 
investigating the history of Demas, are but 
scanty, we may yet learn from them an useful 
lesson. His historj- speaks in warning lan- 
guage to Christians of every age. For Demas, 
in forsaking the apostle, forsook not only his 
fortunes, but his doctrine; not only the be- 
nefit of his precepts, but the prospects to 
which they pointed. The hardships, the 
difficulties, the privations attendant upon the 
profession of Christianity, discouraged him. 
His heart waxed cold in Christ's cause. The 
affection which he bore the apostle cooled. 
The love of the world gained the ascen- 
dancy; and Demas forsook St. Paul, his 
guide, friend, director, finally and for ever. 
But though Demas has long since gone to 
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his account, to learn, painfully,— though alas ! 
irretrievably," the false estimate which he 
formed of real happiness, the race of Demas 
still exists. There are those to be found, in 
every age of the Church, and in every class 
of society, who forsake Christ, and that for 
love of this present world, How many, after 
having been carefully and anxiously educated 
by an affectionate and pious mother, forget 
the lessons of childhood, make shipwreck of 
their faith in after life, become cold, cal- 
lous, lukewarm, formalists, live utterly indif- 
ferent to the vital trutlis of Religion, and 
die without hope, and without God in the 
world ? 

How often have we seen a young man, 
born to every hope that parental fondness 
could indulge, bred in every virtue that pa- 
rental care could teach, and endued with 
every qualification that the world admires, 
eventually lost, ruined, for lack of religious 
principle ; ending a life of profligacy by a 
death of misery; mourning the day in which 
he was born; and flinging back curses on his 
parents' heads, for all their blessings on his 
own ? How often do those who, in .lickness. 
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appear truly penitent, on recovery forsake 
God and return to the world, forget every 
promise they have made, and every prayer 
they have offered ? Oh ! of how many may 
the mourning minister say in the words of 
St. Paul, " Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world" ? 

But it is you, young Christians, whose 
affections we are most solicitous to secure, 
whose hearts we are most anxious to impress. 
We are your real friends. We are your 
BEST friends. We are your real friends, be- 
cause in taking upon ourselves the irksome 
task of advisers, we have no interest to serve, 
and no passion to gratify. We are your best 
friends, because we are concerned to advance 
your real welfare. Those may be your as- 
sociates, those may be your companions, 
those may be your acquaintance, who would 
hiirry you from one scene of pleasure to an- 
other, initiate you in habits of expense, and 
lure you on from folly to folly, and from 
sin to sin, but those must be i/oiir friends who 
would lead you to your God. 

We address to you the invitation of Moses 
to his father-in-law, Hobab — " Come thou 
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with us, and we will do thee good." We 
Urge you to love God with all your heart, 
and mind, and soul, and strength ; to remem- 
ber your Creator in the days of your youth, 
— and why? That you may be happy with 
him for ever hereafter. 

We call on you to honour your father and 
mother, to pay the deepest and most affec- 
tionate reverence to those who, next to God, 
have the strongest claims upon you.^and why ? 
That you may be spared the bitter pangs of 
self-reproach, when reparation is impossible, 
and sorrow unavailing ; that God's smile may 
beam on your path now, and God's favour 
may be your portion hereafter. 

We urge you to watch over your own heart, 
to supplicate, unceasingly, the aid of the Spirit, 
in your struggle with the frailty and corruption 
of your nature ; and, especially, and above all, 
to guard against him who goeth about as a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour, — 
and why ? Because we would fain secure 
you from his influence here, and wrest you 
from his dominion hereafter. 

We charge you to keep close to Christ ; to 
look steadily, in life's rough journey, up to 



Him who is " the way, the truth, and the 
life," — and why? Because we hope to see 
you, eventually, among that glorious band 
who surround the throne of the Redeemer, 
strangers to sin and sorrow, and exulting in 
the presence of their God. 

These, then, are the reasons for which we 
call upon you to note the character of Deraas, 
and avoid it. 

But what, you are perhaps ready to enquire, 
what is forsaking Christ ? To forsake Christ, 
is to associate with those by whom his name 
is dishonoured, his attributes denied, his divi- 
nity doubted, and his precepts disregarded. 
To forsake Christ, is to desert his Church, to 
be absent from his ordinances, to live in ha- 
bitual violation of his dying command, and lo 
persist in the systematic neglect of the com- 
memoration of his death and sufferings at his 
altar. To forsake Christ, is rarely to address 
him in prayer; to be insensible of the 

VALUE OF HIS INTERCESSION, AND, CONSE- 
QUENTLY, BUT LISTLESSLY, TO ENTREAT IT. 

To forsake Christ, is to rely on him only par- 
tially, to mix up with his redeeming sacrifice 
the miserable ingredient of our own imperfect 
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righteousness, and thus to degrade the value 
of his atonement, and to impugn its all-suf- 
ficiency. To forsake Christ, is to bow the 
knee to some otlier master, — pleasure, the 
world, ambition, sensual gratification, (it mat- 
ters not who that master may be,) — and to de- 
vote to him that time and those talents, that 
allegiance and that fidelity which should be 
HIS— and his alone. 

O ! give it a place, young Christian, in thy 
remembrance, ere the early tenderness of con- 
science has become effaced by sin, that to one 
of the two parties you must belong. You are 
either for Christ or against him. Consider the 
subject well. Its results stretch forth into 
Eternity. For be now aware that to forsake 
Christ is to renounce Heaven, 

Hitherto, we have noticed one clause of the 
text only. From the example of base apos- 
tacy let us, then, turn, 

II. — To AN INSTANCE OF FIRM ADHERENCE. 

Uninfluenced by the desertion of Demas, 
HE remained unintimidated and immoveable, 
whose festival our Church on this day com- 
memorates — St. Luke the Evangeli.st. And 
without wishing to claim for him greater im- 
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portance than the Gospel assigns to hini, to 
note some particulars of his history will be 
neither uninteresting nor inappropriate. 

St. Luke, in addition to tlie Gospel which 
bears his name, wrote the Acts of the Apostles. 
He is allowed, by all commentators, to be that 
"beloved physician" mentioned in the fourth 
chapter of the Colossians ; is supposed to have 
dwelt at Antioch, and was, by birth, a Gentile. 
He travelled with St. Paul to Rome, remained 
with him there, and afterwards preached the 
Gospel in Africa His account is believed 
to have been written later than that either by 
St. Matthew or by St. Mark : and to have 
been penned under the immediate care and 
inspection of St. Paul. 

The period and manner of the Evangelist's 
decease have never been correctly ascer- 
tained. Whether he died a natural or a vio- 
lent death, is still matter of controversy; but 
the authorities and evidence preponderate on 
this side, that he terminated his existence, a 
martyr for his religion, at Patras, a city of 
Achaia, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. 

But be this as it may, for his death, whether 
in the gentle course of nature, or by the 
E 2 




52 DEMAS, 

hand of Heathen violence, he was well pre- 
pared. Enviable, indeed, are they who have 
so lived, that they have not, on the bed of 
death, to feel and lament that they have hi- 
therto lived in vain, but can, on the con- 
trary, look backward on the past with com- 
posure, and forward to the future with hope, 
and leave their soul with the most unbounded 
confidence in the hands of Him who loved 
them and gave himself for them. 

Such, then, my young fellow Christians, 
is an abstract of the history of the two indi- 
viduals alluded to in the text. Which do 
you think is the happiest now ? Demas, the 
false disciple, or Luke, the firm adherent ? 
Which has reason to bless his choice? The 
power of decision is still yours. Oh! be not 
like Kin^ Agrippa, " almost j"^ but be "alto- 
gether Christians.'" View objects in their true 
colours. Short is even the longest career of 
wickedness ; and be convinced that God will 
be true to his word ; that sin miist be fear- 
fully punished, and virtue inconceivably re- 
warded. " What satisfaction would it be," 
it has been well asked — " to ride in a gilded 
chariot to the gallow-s ? And what matters 



it how flowery be the path, if the end be 
the chambers of death ?" 

" But why press," say some, " these 
awakening doctrines? Your inferences are 
too strong. The case does not warrant them. 
God will not be extrenae to mark what is 
done amiss. Christ will be a merciful judge.* 
Your argument proves too much. We will 
not credit it! It cannot be so!" 

" Whoever saw it rain fire and brimstone?" 
said the men of Sodom. Let the ashes of 
Sodom tell! 

" He is a weak, misguided, credulous 
fool," would be the opinion entertained of 
Noah by some of the perverse generation 
among whom he lived — " to spend so much 
time and trouble on such an absurd fancy!" 
" He is mad," would be the language of others, 
" for we never see him but he warns us, for- 
sooth ! of a coming deluge. Poor infatuated 
creature, he is anxiously expecting what will 
never arrive!" But it did arrive; and swept 
away the scoffer, and the unbeliever, and the 
undecided, and the impenitent; nay, the very 
workmen who had been employed on the 
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ark, and had hourly opportunities of becom- 
ing wise unto salvation, we do uot read that 
even one of them escaped. Such was its de- 
vaxtatiun. As to its certainty, (independent 
of the Mosaic record), traces have been found 
in almost every country under Heaven, cor- 
roborating its occurrence, and demonstrating 
its effects. 

" We are Abraham's seed," was the de- 
claration of the Jews : '* we are God's own 
peculiar people : neither nationally, nor reli- 
giously, can harm happen unto us." Alas for 
their pride and presumption, neither nation, 
nor temple, nor king, nor country, nor home, 
remains! 

Such, then, are a few out of innumerable 
instances which prove that God is true to 
his word, and that treachery in religion will 
finally and assuredly be punished. Which 
then will you copy ? Demas, the apostate, 
or Luke, the faithful? May God enable you 
to come to a right decision ! Weigh the 
matter well. Try our assertions by the 
standard of Scripture. Calculate and see 
whether the attractive pleasures of earth. 
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this present world, and all its various and al- 
luring enjoyments combined, can console you for 
the loss of Heaven? 

Moreover be persuaded that you cannot 
begin to serve your God too early. True, 
He disdains not to receive the aged sinner 
turning from the error of his ways ; but oh ! 
blessed, thrice blessed, are they who in the 
spring tide of youth can say,—'* Lord, how 
I love thy law, all my delight is in thy com- 
mandments." True, God refuses not pardon 
even to tt^ose who, after long experience in 
tl^e ways pf wickedness, turn to him: but 
oh ! transjcen4ently radiant will be their crown, 
and blissful beyond conception their station 
near jthe throne, who, in the morning of life, 
boldly avow themselves the disciples of their 
merciful Redeemer ; and who, while the 
world spread^ its fascinations around them, 
^^ hear the word of God and keep it.'' 
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"Did you ever" — said the late Dr. Andrewea 
to a young friend, who saw him in one of those 
intervals of ease, with which his latter days 
were but rarely chequered, and could not re- 
press his surprise at the buoyant cheerfulness 
of his conversation — " Did you ever read Bishop 
Home's Sermon on the Blessing of a Cheerful 

Heart?" "No! then get it by all means. It 

breathes a spirit, and embodies an argument — 
I know not any thing half so delightful. The 
very text is exhilarating : ' A merrif heart doelh 
good like medicine.' " 

Those who had the happiness of knowing 
the late Dean of Canterbury, need no me- 
mento to remind them what an instructive 
companion he was ; how cheerful, how com- 
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municative, how indulgent to young persons, 
what an attractive and engaging form his ad- 
vice to them always assumed. And his success 
with the young was proportionately great. 

" Listen," he continued, "to the run of this 
passage: 'The Christian is cheerful in trouble, 
cheerful out of trouble; cheerful while he lives, 
cheerful when he dies ; cheerful in using well 
the blessings of this life, cheerful in expecting 
the blessedness of the next; cheerful, through 
faith, while he believes the great and precious 
promises; cheerful through hope, which de- 
pends on their accomplishment ; cheerful 
through charity, in doing acts of mercy and 
loving kindness, till he comes to that laud of 
plenty, where none shall want — to those re- 
gions of joy, from which sorrow shall be for 
ever excluded.' " 



" I have a theory of my own on the subject. 
I am, then, very averse to believe in the 
existence of ' religious melancholy,' vul- 
garly so called. I am persuaded, that that 
morbid state of feeling which is so often, and 
so pertinaciously, ascribed to religion, has, in 
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ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, little or no 
connection with it at all. I have, in the course of 
my professional duties, been called upon to 
witness cases— some of them of the most pain- 
ful and perplexing nature— of what was called, 
by the friends and byestanders, religious me- 
lancholy ; but, in which, I felt confident that 
religion had nothing to do as to producing 
the disease. The sufferer did, it is true, talk 
rapidly and incessantly about religion during 
the continuance of his malady ; but on his 
recovering his senses, showed the same utter 
indifference, and unconcern, and distaste to it, 
which he evinced before he lost them. 

"And I do fully believe, further, that what is 
commonly called religious dejection, is, very, 
very frequently, the offspring of a guilty con- 
science; of which, religion, so far from being 
the cause, is, in fact, the best, and, indeed, the 

only REMEDY. 

" I well remember Dr. Baillie's remark to a 
lady, who consulted him on the malady of her 
daughter, which she characterised as sheer 
religious melancholy. 'Madam,' said he, after 
hearing, at length, the reasons which induced 
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her to come to this conclusion, * I have, again 
and again, been consulted in cases of religious 
dejection; and I do consider it as most injuri- 
ous to the character of religion, to have so 
baneful an influence imputed to it. Nor is it 
injurious only, but unjust; for where a pa- 
tient's depression has arisen from some un- 
known cause, or a cause that could not be made 
krmxm^ it has, in countless instances, been 
ascribed to religion. My own impression is, 
that cases of religious depression— that is, 
where religion originated, or was the primary 
cause of the disease — are rare.' 

''But," said the Dean, "let us turn from 
human testimony, generally doubtful, often 
conflicting, and ever fallible. 

'* Yqu remember that passage respecting 
Paul and Silas? It has often recurred to me; 
and in moments of sorrow and suffJering— they 
have been neither few nor far between — I . have 
mused on the meaning it conveys. ^ And at 
midnight Paid and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God, and the prisoners heard them.' I have 
ever regarded it as one of the most remarkable 
passages in the whole range of the New Testa- 
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ment. Taking the actual sufferings of the 
men into account, and the prospect before 
them — ^what the present then was, and what 
the morrow threatened to be— we can hardly, 
in these our days of religious toleration, form 
an adequate estimate of their firmness or their 
faith." 
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Acts xvi. 25. — "And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, 
and sang praises unto God, and the prisoners heard them." 



It was the remark of one who knew the 
world well, but his Bible still better, that there 
is a vast difference as to the way in which 
people come into trouble. Jonah and Paul 
both encountered the perils of the main ; but 
how disproportionate is the sympathy which 
we feel for the fate of the fugitive prophet, 
compared with the interest we take in the 
rescue of the great Apostle of the Gentiles! 
There cannot be a more favourable opportunity 
of sounding a man's faith ; of ascertaining 
what progress divine life has made in the soul ; 
than fay watching him narrowly under the 
pressure of affliction. It is an ordeal which 
makes a man appear in his true colours. If it 
unmasks the hypocrite ; if it developes the 
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^P selfishness, worldly mindedness, and self-cora- 

H placency of the formal professor ; it also dis- 

^K plays to tenfold beauty and advantage, the 

■ humility, resignation, meekness, and devotion, 

H of the real and sincere believer. 

^B These, then, are the circumstances, under 

^p which I present to your notice, the two Apostles 

named in my text. View them, my Brethren, 

oppressed and imprisoned ; in a situation of 

great and peculiar difficulty ; and notice, I 

pray you, 

I. The circumstances of the case ; 

II. The lesson AFroROED ; 

And may God so be with us by his Spirit, that 
I may not preach, and you may not hear, in 
Tain I 

I. Paul and Silas were in Philippi, pro- 
claiming the grand truths of their mission. 
While thus engaged, they were met and fol- 
lowed by a maiden, who, possessed by an evil 
spirit, which imparted to her the power of 
prophesying, brought no small gains to her 
masters by her divinations. Yet even in this 
lost and deplorable condition, holier and hap- 
pier influences had not entirely abandoned 
her; though enthralled by Satan, she was not 
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utterly and exclusively his slave. She asserted 
the divine mission of the Apostles ; declared 
they were the servants of the most high God ; 
aod that their object was to bring men to sal- 
vation. 

Pitying her case, or, it may be, struck with 
her declaration, and anxiously grasping at an 
opportunity of rescuing another soul from the 
dominion of Satan, Paul commanded the un- 
clean spirit to come out of her. His adjuration 
was obeyed the same hour. But mark the 
consequence. When the unclean spirit de- 
serted her, her unhallowed gains ceased ; and 
her masters, — who cared nothhig for her immor- 
tal interests, but much for their own temporal 
emolument ; to whom her eternal ruin was a 
matter of no moment, but their pecuniary gains 
an all important one ; and who, we may fairly 
suppose, would cheerfully have connived at 
her becoming a follower of Jesus, provided her 
returns had been as great as usual, — instantly 
accused Paul and Silas before the rulers. 
Their charge against the Apostles was as false 
and as frivolous as can well be imagined ; but 
they were clamorous, and prevailed. The 
Apostles are apprehended, scourged, and cast 
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and this, one might naturally 
suppose, would be the extent of their punish- 
ment. Not so; the jailor, by no means averse 
to insult the wretched, or unwilling; to exert his 
authority over these friendless and destitute 
men, added his mite to their cup of sorrow. 
" He thrust them into the inner prison, and 
made their feet fast in the stocks.'" 

Such was the reward of these undaunted 
men. Enmity, persecution, stripes, imprison- 
ment. And for what? Foi endeavouring to 
extend their Redeemer's kingdom ; for seeking 
to rescue a fellow sinner from the bands of 
Satan. And here they were abandoned to their 
fate ; supported only by the consciousness of 
the purity of their motives, and by the convic- 
tion that they were suffering for the best of 
masters, and in the best of causes ! 

It is midnight. The town of Philippi lay 
hushed in repose. The bustle and the hum of 
human life had gradually died away. The 
wicked, however vicious, had ceased to plot and 
persecute ; and the happy and the innocent 
■were at rest;-— when hush ! a strain rises calm 
and clear upon the air ; it is borne upon the 
breeze of night. It swells; is clearer — -louder— 



d 



CHKERFULXESS IN REUGION, 65 

fuller— firmer. It is not the wailing of com- 
plaint. No; 'tis the tone of triumph; it 
is the Christian's midnight hymn. Undis- 
mayed by their sitnation, undaunted by the 
malice of their foes, they are pouring forth the 
expression of their faith and their hope, to the 
God of their salvation. "At midnight Paul 
and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God, 
and the prisoners heard them." 

Mark those wards. Heard them : but did 
not sing themselves. Heard them ; and per- 
haps returned groans for praises. Heard, with 
wonder and amazement, sounds and words, 
which iiad never before been uttered within 
those gloomy walls. Heard them ; and won- 
dered who those men might be, and what could 
be the force of that principle, which could 
bear them up under the pressure of such disas- 
trous circumstances, and render them happy, 
nay, triumphant, when every thing else around 
them spoke only of desolation and despair. 

Nor is the supposition improbable, that of all 
the lordly dwellings which graced the fair city 
of Phillppi, the prison was the only place 
where the voice of joy was heard at midnight ; 
the prison was the sole abode whence the 
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melody of praise and thanksgiving was ascend- 
ing to the throne of God. 

And these men were captives ! Such is the 
power of rehgion ! Such is the strength it can 
lend, when every earthly stay is gone ! Such 
is the confidence it can inspire in sorrow's 
darkest hour ! Such the support it can give, 
when every human friend has fled ! How just 
and true. Almighty God, is thy abiding promise 
to thine afflicted servants: — "thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee ! " 

There are many men to whom my text 
would be utterly incomprehensible. Hun- 
dreds, thousands, read it with a feeling of 
incredulous amazement. "What," says the 
man of pleasure, "sing praises in a prison? 
Sing praises in one of the most cheerless, dis- 
piriting, gloomy dwellings, which the mind of 
one man can plan, or the wickedness of an- 
other deserve ? I am at a loss how to account 
for conduct so extraordinary. That these 
unhappy men should pray, pray earnestly, 
pray fervently, for deliverance from such a 
dreary scene, is natural ; I should do so 
myself. But that so deplorably situated, they 
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should find matter for praise. I never could 
understand this passage. Why, why should 
they praise God ? " 

Because they were "counted worthy to suf- 
fer for his name." 

"What," says the coavivialist, " sing while 
they must have been in pain, white their lives 
were in jeopardy, while immured in a dun- 
geon t 1 am not averse to mirth myself. But 
I must be in perfect health, have excited spi- 
rits, nothing to disturb or distress me, and 
every comfort of life around me. Whereas, 
with these individuals, the very reverse ap- 
pears to have been the case. They seem sur- 
rounded by every thing to depress, and nothing 
to cheer them. The passage is, to me, inex- 
plicable. What had they to sing praises for ?" 

For the prospect of another world. For the 
assurance that their sorrows and sufferings 
were not to last for ever. For the limit as- 
signed to the malice of their persecutors. For 
the knowledge they could— they might tor- 
ment the bodj/ ; but had not one particle of 
power over the soul. 

"Praise," says the revengeful man — he, who 
treasures up injuries for the purpose of requit- 
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ing them— he, who every time he utters the 
Lord's prayer, passes sentence on himself — 
he, who has the words reparation, restitution, 
satisfaction, ever on his lips ;— " praise ! I 
would have made the walls ring with my 
curses upon the author of my wrongs ! Praise ! 
I would have imprecated Heaven's bitterest 
out-pourings upon those cowardly magistrates 
who doomed me to the dungeon and the 
scourge. Praise ! I would have exhausted 
the powers of language to inveigh against the 
inhuman jailor, who added his mite to suffer- 
ings already past endurance. I neither could 
nor would have uttered praise." 

Perhaps not. Is this the frame of mind in 
which you intend to die ? Is this the spirit in 
which you propose to meet your God ? Is this 
the temper in which you will venture to ap- 
pear, a trembling culprit, before his bar? May 
God soften and cha/fge your heart before death 
seizes you, or you will never have an oppor- 
tunity of praising him in another world. 

"But what," says the calculating, plodding, 
mammon-serving worldling, "what did they 
gain by it? That is 7111/ constant question, 
what did they ^ei— what did they gain by it?" 
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Listen. Even you shall admit they received 
their own with usury ! " And suddenly there 
was a great ejurthquake, so that the founda- 
tions of the prison were shaken : and imme- 
diately all the doors were opened, and every 
one"s bands were loosed. And the jailor came, 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 
and he took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes ; and when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat be- 
fore them. And when it was day, the magis- 
trates sent the Serjeants, saying — let these raen 
go." 

Their gain, then, in the present life, was 
ease, deliverance, liberty. What they gained 
in the mansions above, — how and in what mea- 
sure their devotion of heart, their unshaken 
constancy were met and recompensed by their 
Redeemer, — we shall understand only when we 
have passed the barriers of the eternal world. 
They are now praising God before the Throne. 
And the hymns of joy, and hope, and faith, 
which they poured forth in the depth of the 
dungeon at Philippi, were but the prelude 
to those unceasing hallelujahs which they 
cease not now to utter day and night in glory. 
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.Such are the circumstances of the story" 
Let us advert, 

II. — To THK LESSORS IT AFFORDS. 

These are many and various ; but all of them 
entitled to attention. And, first, that Religion 
is not that gloomy, forbidding, austere kind 
of feeling which some people choose to repre- 
sent it. It is a sneer which, in these days of 
unreserved discussion, is often hurled at the 
Christian, that religious persons are (with 
scarcely any exceptions) gloomy persons. 
The objection is as old as the time of Hume, 
who, in one of his celebrated essays, ventured 
to say t/tat all the religious people he had ever 
met with were melancholy. 

The remark passed current for a time; no 
contradiction was given to it ; and, by many, it 
was believed to be well founded. At length a 
Prelate* arose, who had both temper and 
talent to answer this wary infidel : and his re- 
ply is as severe as it is memorable. " He says" 
— he is writing of Mr. Hume — " that all the 
religious people he had ever met with were 
melancholy. Now, this may very possibly be; 
for, in the first place, it is most likely that he 

" BUliop Home. 
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has seen very few ; his friends and acquaint- 
ance being of a very different sort; and, in the 
next, the sight of him would be amply suf- 
ficient to make a devout person melancholy at 
any time." 

Heartfelt religion cannot lead to austerity. 
The real Christian jounwys totmnls Heaven with a 
song. He has the greatest right of all created 
beings to be " merry and joyful." God him- 
self is represented to us as the God of love 
and of all consolation, Our Lord calls ua to 
him, that he may give us rest and refreshment ; 
that he " may wipe away all tears from our 
eyes;" that we may "enter into our master's 
joy;" and that our "joy may be full." For 
this purpose, he has sent to us a blessed Com- 
forter, to "abide with us for ever;" whose 
first fruits are love, and Joy, and peace. No, 
no, virtue has the advantage over vice even 
here : for the joys of the world, hi/ the very 
confession nf its votaries, end in sorrow ; but the 
sorrows of religion end in joy. 

We may remark, further, from a careful re- 
view of the subject, that when troubles lead to 
prayer, they end well. Esther, when her own 
destruction, and the utter extermination of her 
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nation, were plotted by the haughty Haman, 
betook herself to supplication and fasting. 
For three whole days did she prostrate herself 
before God, ere she ventured to prefer her 
petition to the king. She laid aside her 
glorious apparel, and put on the garments of 
anguish and mourning, and humbled herself 
greatly, and prayed unto the Lord God of 
Israel, saying, " O, my Lord, thou only art 
our King : help me, a desolate woinan, which have 
110 helper but thee.'' And in what did her trou- 
bles issue ? In her own personal preservation, 
and the deliverance of the whole Jewish nation. 
The case of Hannah, the case of Daniel, both 
speak the same language, — that "our extremity 
is God's opportunity. " Again : We learn, 

THAT FAITH AND PRAYER ARE SOMETIMES 
MOST VIGOROUS WHF.N SENSE AND REASON 

DESPAIR. What, humanly speaking, could be 
more improbable than the deliverance of the 
two Apostles from the dungeon at Philippi ? 
What expectation, looking at it in a mere 
worldly point of view, could be more visionary 
than that succour should reach them in this 
deplorable condition ; hunted, like beasts of 
ptey, by the magistrates, objects of hatred to 
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the jailor, confined in the inner prison, and 
their feet made fast in the stocks ? Bnt their 
faith seems never to have faltered ; their hopes 
never to have languished ; and how com- 
pletely was their confidence in God justified 
and rewarded ! 

The concluding observations I would make 
on this history are these ; — It proves to us, 
that there is the most intimite relation between 
Christ and his people. He is concerned, not 
only for their spiritual, but for ihcir personal 
safety. His language respecting them is not 
only, "I will guide thee," that is, here on 
earth, "with my counsel," but " after that 
receive thee to glory." He says to them, not 
only "the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered," but that " they shall never perish, 
and none shall be able to pluck them out of 
my hand." 

Further. The cause of God and Ike believer 
is one. This is in strict accordance with a 
very remarkable passage in the second book 
of Chronicles.* " Hearken ye, all Judah, and 
ye inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus saith the 
Lord God : Be not afraid, neither dismayed : 
' Chap. XX., 15 V. 
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for the battle is not yours, but God's." Our 
views of Jesus, of the salvation he has wrought 
out for us, of the sorrows he has endured for 
us, of the mansions he has prepared for us, 
are, at the best here below, limited, imperfect, 
corrupt, and indistinct ; but, blessed be God, 
it will not be so always. The true follower of 
Christ has a friend and fore-runner in Heaven. 
The flow of time is rapidly hurrying him on- 
ward to his eternal reward. And when he has 
finished the work allotted him upon earth, he 
will ascend to Jesus above. 




SERMON V. 



IMAGINATION;— ITS USE AND ABUSE IN MATTERS 
OF RELIGION. 



' 1 liave set the Lord always before me." 



These words represent to us the most per- 
fect state of religious discipline which the 
mind of man can attain. It is nothing less 
than perpetually realizing the presence of 
God. There is no power of the human mind, 
and tlie experience of all ages attests it, 
which has less been considered as subservient 
to the cause of religion than the faculty of 
imagination. It is too frequently employed 
against her ; too frequently treated as the 
enemy of virtue, as the ally of vice; as bring- 
ing before ns pictures, on which the mind 
should not, and ought not, to rest. 

Imagination is, or ought to be, the hand- 
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maid of faith, giving effect and eoergy to 
truth; presenting that to the mind as seen, 
which cannot really be discerned. For ex- 
ample: DO man hath seen God at any time. 
Nor can we, in fact, form to our minds any 
representation of Him approaching in the 
slightest degree to truth. But by imagination 
we can place him near us. We can conceive 
that he is always at hand, beholds our ac- 
tions, listens to our words, is privy to our 
thoughts, and an imagination so disciplined 
will afford no inconsiderable check to crime. 
Familiarised with the idea of God's omnipre- 
sence, we shall " stand in awe, and fear to sin," 

The presence of an earthly superior— com- 
mon observation proves this inference correct— 
is often sufficient to intimidate the most pro- 
fligate. The eye of a truly pious and up- 
right man has been known to arrest the half- 
uttered oath on the lip of the swearer. Few, 
no matter how bad they may be, can resist 
the influence, or stand the steady observa- 
tion of a well-known, high-principled, and 
God-fearing character. 

It is thus, as the Psalmist expresses it, 
that the good man " sets the Lord always be- 
fore him." His imagination, purified by re- 
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ligion, and guided by failli, places him in 
the presence of his Maker during his pilgrim- 
age upon earth ; and guards him from the 
assaults of sin. " Have I not thought on thee," 
says David, "on my bed, and remembered thee 
when I was waking?" 

He who can thus employ imagination will 
have transformed an enemy into a friend. 
He will have made a good servant out of a 
bad master. And this is a point of no mean 
importance. For as the imagination is ever 
active, is always employed, it follows, as a 
necessary consequence, that it will be doing 
good or it will be doing harm ; it will always 
be producing and re-producing such images 
as purify and exalt the mind, or such as tend 
to weaken and to corrupt it. 

Scripture, — our best and surest guide in all 
matters of spiritual import, — has not left us 
without instances of a properly and an impro- 
perly disciplined imagination. Joseph is an 
instance of the former. His imagination, 
strictly curbed and regidated, and perpetually 
realising the presence of God, was to him a 
defence and a shield. When suddenly as- 
sailed by temptation it prompts the noble 



r 

■ re 



IMAGrNATlON: 



reply — " How can I do this great wickedness 
and sin against God ?" 

The aged Barzillai is another instance of 
an imagination happily disposed. He had 
succoured King David in his exile ; and when 
pressed by the grateful monarch, on his return, 
to exchange the sweets of retirement for the 
honours of a court, returned this touching 
reply, — a reply which proved that his mind 
was engrossed by what was to him the most 
momentous of all topics — his approaching 
change ; that the subject perpetually present 
to his imagination, was his dying hour. 

" Barzillai said unto the king, 'how long 
have I to live that I should go up with the king 
unto Jerusalem, I am this day four score years 
old, and can I discern between good and evil ? 
Can I taste what I eat or what I drink ? Can 
I hear any more the voice of singing men or 
singing women ? Wherefore, then, should thy 
servant be yet a burden to my lord, the king? 
Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, 
that I may die in mine own city, and be buried 
by the grave of my father and of my mother.' " 

Haman, on the other hand, is an instance of 
a perverted imagination, tlis mind is ever 
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brooding on revenge ; night and day he is 
engaged in planning the ruin of Mordecai. 
Racked by envy and goaded by pride, the 
victim of the most malignant passions, he 
enjoys neither rest nor peace. Incapable of 
deriving any pleasure from the many blessings 
which surround him, this is his moody reply to 
the representations of the happiness placed 
within his reach : "all this availeth me nothing, 
so long as I see Mordecai, the Jew, silting at 
the King's gate." 

Do I err then, Brethren, in pressing u]X)n 
you the importance of this faculty in a spiritual 
point of view, and the necessity of employing 
it in holy exercises ? I say to you with the 
fullest conviction of the urgency of the admo- 
nition, PURIFY AND STRENGTHEN YOUIt IMA- 
GINATION BY SPIRITUAL ASSOCIATIONS. Fill 

it with the idea of God ; accustom it to dwell 
on his purity, his holiness, his justice, his 
goodness ; the glory reserved for the believer ; 
the doom that will be inflicted on the trans- 
gressor. Permit it not to wander in forbidden 
regions ; suffer it not to promote the cause of 
sensuality and licentiousness. Above all, never 
so grossly debase it, as to degrade it into being 
the servant of sin and Satan. 




go IMAGIN'ATiON 

This, then, is the service which a duly re- 
gulated and properly disciplined imagination 
is able to perform. It will set God alwaj/s 
before us. " In our gayest as well as in our 
gravest moments, in our studies and in our 
pleasures, in the tender intercourse of friend- 
ship, in the sprightly sallies of a conversation 
that seems intended only for amusement, still 
should we be able to direct our fancy towards 
that tender Parent, to whom we owe all our 
guiltless pleasures. Brethren, the business in 
which we shrink from the thought of God's 
presence, cannot be an innocent pursuit: the 
amusement during which we try to banish all 
recollection of Him, cannot be an innocent 
pleasure." Beloved, is kit eye ever dimmed, 
that it cannot see? Is kis hearing ever dulled, 
that he cannot hear ? 

From the nature, advert, 

II. To THE WORK AND SCOPE OF THE IMA- 
GINATION. 

The worldly man sets the world always be- 
fore him. Its honours, its advantages, its 
delights, its triumphs ; these are the objects 
on which his mind perpetually reposes ; this 
is the food on which his ipiagination perpe- 
tually feeds. Deceived and deluded, he still 
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fags on ; and, ah ! my brethren, the world is a 
hard master, and Satan the most inexorable of 
all creditors; for he will relax nothing of his 
demands, yet still his votary — shall I say, his 
victim? — toils, and plans, and plots, and la- 
bours; still persuades himself there is some- 
thing really and substantially valuable in the 
fleeting honours and fugitive distinctions of 
this perishing world ; till, too late, he finds it 
"a chase begun In folly, closed in tears." 

The miser riots in the acquisition of wealth. 
He feasts his imagination with the riches that 
will be his in the course of a few years. This 
is his dream by day, his vision by night : " I 
will persevere in my plans, til! I attain the 
coveted object of my ambition — that of being 
the richest man in my native town, or native 
county. My eldest sou, I will ennoble him. 
My favourite daughter, I will largely portion 
her. And when all my schemes are realised, 
and all my expectations fulfilled ; when the 
sum I have set my heart upon is amassed ; 
then will I retire from the cares of busy life ; 
then, "having much goods laid up for many 
years, I will take mine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry." He js summoned unexpectedly 
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H away; and as his dreams of wealth, the bub- 

H bles in which he trusted, burst before him, 

H he makes, too late, the mournful discovery, that 

H "riches profit not in the day of wrath, but 

H that righteousness delivereth from death." 

^H Yet there is an abuse of the imagination 

^P worse than even this. The libertine makes 

this glorious faculty subservient to the vilest 
purposes— the inflaming of his animal passions. 
His imagination dwells continually on the 
grosser appetites of our nature ; represents 
the objects of sin as desirable, encourages cor- 
rupt inclinations, fosters bad thoughts. The 
recollection of past pleasure is recalled at 
will ; is succeeded by no remorse, but rather 
followed by fresh indulgence; and, at length, — 
with a frame worn out by excess, in a pre- 
mature old age, accelerated by wilful per- 
severance in sinful courses, cheered by no 
religious hopes, soothed by no happy thoughts, 
surrounded only by the vilest and basest 
outcasts of society, — he discovers, to his ruin, 
L that " the wages of sin is death." 

H To train, then, and exercise the imagination, 

H by setting God always before us ; to accustom 

^^ it to high and holy thoughts ; to excite it to 
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liabitLial watchfulness and patient self-denial, 
by frequent musings on Him, who is the source 
of all happiness, and the centre of all holiness: 
these are among the nohlest uses to which this 
powerful faculty can be devoted. And thus 
trained, thus exercised, our imagination will 
he— under the guidance of Gods kolj/ Spirit— no 
inconsiderable protection to us in the hour of 
trial. How shall that man dare to sin, who, 
in the first moment of temptation, remembers 
that he stands in the presence of a sin hating, 
aye, and a sin punishing God ; that he is 
watched by him at each step of his progress ; 
that his actions are deliberately noted down in 
the great book of account ; and that he is en- 
compassed by a host of heavenly witnesses, 
who watch for his conversion ? 

How vainly would a blasphemy rise on the 
lips of that man, whose imagination, exercised 
in holy things, pictures a meek, and humble, 
and suffering Redeemer dying for fallen man 
upon the cross; who hears from the lips of 
Him who spake as never man spake, " swear 
not at all t neither by Heaven, for it is God's 
throne; nor by the earth, for it is his footstool ; 
nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 
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King; but let your communication be yea, 
yea, and nay, nay?" How shall that man 
enter the abode of infamy and pollution, who 
pictures a perfect Saviour uttering from the 
Mount, " Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God ;" or who figures to himself 
an aged and intrepid Apostle, on the verge of 
eternity, thus affectionately exhorting a pious 
and promising disciple, " flee youthful lusts, 
which war against the soul;" or who hears, 
echoed back by memory, that thrilling declar- 
ation, "Whoremongers and adulterers God 
will judge." 

How shall that man turn away his steps, on 
the Sabbath, from the House of God; rush to 
any and every place of gaiety and amusement, 
rather than resort to the House of Prayer ; 
who recollects Christ's solemn assertion to the 
woman of Samaria, '* God is a spirit, and must 
be worshipped in spirit and in truth;" or whose 
imagination pourtrays to him the awful com- 
mand given on the top of Sinai, amidst thun- 
derings, and lightnings, and voices, and the 
noise, as it were, of a trumpet and the rush of 
many waters — " Hallow my sabbaths, 1 am 
the Lord." 
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The argument may be extended yet further. 
The human mind delights to look into futurity; 
to indulge in hopes and prospects, which it 
trusts it will hereafter enjoy and realize. But 
how often are we disappointed, bitterly dis- 
appointed ! How frequently the hopes which 
seemed brightest, have been suddenly overcast; 
the prospects which seemed fairest, have been 
clouded in eternal gloom ; the sources of our 
pride become the objects of our shame ; and 
our most promising projects, and most care- 
fully devised plans, issued in unutterable dis- 
appointment, mortification, and chagrin! 

Yet there is a subject on which we may 
employ the full vigour of our imagination, 
without dread of disappointment. There is a 
topic on which we may call forth its powers to 
their utmost scope, and yet fall short of the 
reality. There is a prospect on which the 
glowing tints of imagination may be profusely 
scattered, and yet their hue will be sober, 
compared with the loveliness of the object. 
That object is Heaven. We figure to our- 
selves an abode of ineffable bliss; a region 
where we shall enjoy ceaseless intercourse 
with the spirits of the blest ; an eternity of 
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uninterrupted communion with God ; a city 
in which there is to be no tear, no human 
sorrow, no remembered bitterness ; we people 
it with the good and great of all nations, kin- 
dreds, tongues, and languages, who have met 
together in their Father's house ; and still, 
colour it as we may, we are infinitely below 
the truth ; since eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. 

I have now set before you. Christian Brethren, 
briefly and imperfectly, the office of the Ima- 
gination, its use and its abuse. What say 
you ? Will you use this noble faculty aright, 
by "setting the Lord always before you?" 
Or will you pervert it by accustoming it to 
dwell on the objects, pleasures, and pursuits 
of sin? Remember, the one lasts but for a 
moment, the other endures for ever. O ! be 
persuaded, be prevailed on. Give a healthful 
and spiritual tone to this important faculty by 
high and holy musings ; elevate and sanctify it 
by religious thought, till we reach that place 
where Imagination will be swallowed up in 
reality, where fancy will be transcended by 
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truth ; where he,— who, as in former tunes, led 
his chosen in a cloud by day, and pillar of fire 
by night, and who yet hovers around the 
meanest of his people, and guards them with 
a father's care, — where he, I say, shall be viewed 
no longer through a glass, darkly,— but clearly, 
'* face to face ;" where error and evil shall fly 
away, where doubt shall be no more known, 
and sorrow be for ever banished ; where the 
tears of the mourner shall be quenched amid 
the glories of the saint ; where Jesus shall be 
the Christian's visible friend, companion, guide, 
and guardian, and where God shall be all in all. 
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SERMON VI. 

CONSIDERATIONS ON THE SEA. 

A Chariti/ Scrvwii. 

Psalm xciii. v. 5. — " The waves of the Sea are mighty, 
and rage horribly; but yet the Lord, who dwelleth or high, 
ia mightier." 

To a mind attuned to religious contempla- 
tion, there can be few employments more 
grateful, or more profitable, than to trace the 
Creator in his works. To regard Spring as 
the resurrection of nature and to view it as a 
type of our own ; to see in vallies waving with 
corn, and meadows covered with flocks, an 
image of the bounty and beneficence of the 
Deity; to trace his goodness in the genial sun 
and in the fragrant breeze, in the sounds of 
melody, and in the charms of nature ; to turn 
to him with a humble, lowly, heart, in the still- 



CON SI DERATIONS ON THE SEA. 



«9 

and to bless him for 



ness of the twilight hour, ; 
the protection he has afforded us during the 
bustle and business of the day; to muse, beside 
the green pastures and the still waters, of that 
rest which remaineth unto the people of God; 
and thus to lead our thoughts away from this 
shifting and unsatisfying world around us, up 
to that heavenly Canaan, which is to be the 
Christian's eternal home ; these, these are 
contemplations, which, to the calculating 
worldling, are a stumbling block, and to the 
libertine, foolishness ; but to the humble en- 
quirer after righteousness' sake, are a solace 
and support on his journey. " Our Lord, our 
Governor, how excellent is thy name in all 
the world!" 

'Tis a cheering, 'tis a heart-stirring subject. 
" The heavens, indeed, declare the glory of 
God, and the firmament showeth his handy 
work." And when the varied splendour of the 
evening sun seems to unveil to our admiring 
eyes, the magnificence of his eternal throne ; 
or the moon walketh forth in her beauty, the 
gentle messenger of his mercy ; or the count- 
less host of stars, in all their harmony and 
order, speak alike of his power, his beneficence. 
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aud his wisdom, — cold, indeed, must be that 
heart which does not swell with adoration of 
his greatness, or glow with admiration of his 
mercy ; which does not long to serve him 
more, and love him better. 

Nor is this the only lesson which nature 
affords to a deeply impressed mind. The 
perpetual music of the winds and running 
waters, with the deep bass of the never-silent 
sea, are but the hallelujahs sung by the adoring 
earth, as it rolls along before the footstool of 
its Creator. 

It is to this last-mentioned object that 1 
would, in the first instance, direct your atten- 
tion. It is the duty of a minister to seize 
every opportunity, to avail himself of any com- 
bination of circumstances, to impress or affect 
the hearts of his hearers. Living, as we do,* 
constantly in view of that noble and ever- 
changing element; tlie callings of the majority 
amongst us intimately connected with it ; not 
a few, as I look around me, not a few who 
have spent the best years of their life in brav- 
ng its perils, and enduring its hardships ; 
there is scarcely that individual present to 
Preached at a sea-porl. 
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whom the ocean is not an object of interest ; 
and as we can never think of our God too 
frequently, or of the eternity that awaits us 
too anxiously, it is my present purpose to 
show of how many spiritual associations it is 
capable. 

I. View the oclak as an emblem of 
ETERNITY. Billow after billow breaks upon 
the shore, wave succeeds wave in endless 
variety, and images forth the successive gene- 
rations of man, each propelled upon the shore 
of being, and then lost amid the generations 
that preceded it. Thus man, the creature of a 
day, is cast upon the eventful sea of life, till 
his brief hour of existence ended, and the 
object for which he was sent into the world 
answered ; the boon of existence is withdrawn, 
and he sinks into eternity. "For this eternity, 

prepared ? There is an undying prin- 
ciple within me : will it exist, through innu- 
merable ages, in a state of torment, or of 
triumph ? Lord, guide me with thy counsel, 
and, after that, receive me to glory !" 

II, View the ocean as an image of 
God's omnipotence. 

Jehovah is described to us as " weighing 
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the mountains in a balance," as "holding the 
deep in the hollow of his hand/' Have I, 
then, to do with a God so fearful, so omnipo- 
tent? Let me beware howl offend him. Let 
me pause before I venture to think lightly of 
his commandments, profane his sabbaths, or 
blaspheme his name. Is his power so vast, 
and his attributes so mighty ? Can he, at any 
moment, stop the breath which he has given, 
and reduce me to the dust from which I was 
taken ? Well may the psalmist say " God is 
greatly to be feared." " Be merciful unto me, 
O Lord, for I have sinned very greatly against 
thee." 

in. — View the Sea as typical of God'h 

DEALINGS WITH HIS PEOPLE. 

The mighty element lies smooth and unruffled, 
when lo! suddenly the wind arises, the breeze 
lightly curls the surface, freshens, becomes a 
tempest; the ocean is covered with foam, and 
the angry billows roll impatiently to the shore, 
as if about to sweep away man and his habi- 
tation into the main. But God controuls their 
vehemence, and limits their effects. The Al- 
mighty fiat goes forth^" Hither shalt thou 
come, and no further. This shall be thy 
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boundary ; and here shall thy proud wa%'es be 
stayed." Not dissimilar is God's treatment of, 
and dispensations towards, his afflicted people. 
He will not suffer them to be tempted beyond 
that they are able to bear. Even at the very 
moment when they fancy their Heavenly Father 
has forgotten or abandoned them, God puts 
limits to their trials, and turns their sorrow 
unto joy. He who stilleth the waves when 
they arise, He who opened a passage for his 
chosen Israel through the depths of the Red 
Sea, will not permit the billows of affliction to 
overwhelm his people. To the Tempter, he 
will say — " Hither thou shalt come, and no 
further:" and when his suffering people cry 
unto him, " Save me, O God, for the waters 
are come in even unto my soul," this is his 
gracious answer; "When thou goest through 
the waters, 1 will be with thee ; and the floods, 
they shall not overflow thee." 

IV. — View the Ocean when agitated, as 

AN EMBLEM OF THE WICKED. 

The wicked, says Isaiah, are like the trou- 
bled sea. It is, indeed, a just comparison. 
Conscience alarms them. The fear of detec- 
tion unmans them. The dread of merited 
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punishment is perpetually present to them. 
The approach ol' death horribly disquiets them. 
Alas ! where shall they look for comfort ? 
Backward on the past, or forward to the 
future? The former presents a dreary cata- 
logue of unrepented sin ; the latter, the certain 
prospect of endless punishment. Well may 
the prophet say, " the wicked are like the 
troubled sea when it cannot rest: there is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked." 

View the Ocean at rest ; it is then an em- 
blem of a good man. Calm and untroubled, 
like the conscience of a faithful Christian, it 
reflects a bright and beautiful image of the 
light which shineth upon it from above. No 
storm agitates its surface ; no passing disap- 
pointments irritate his temper. The current of 
his existence flows smoothly along, till in the 
evening of life death gently seizes him, and 
" earth recedes, and heaven itself appears." 

V. View the Sea: and with it connect 

THE SOLEMN REALITIES OF THAT HOUR, WHEN, 

at the command of Omnipotence, 'midst the 
thrilling blast of the last trumpet, the Sea 
SHALL GIVE UP ITS DEAD, and Small and great 
stand before God. " Sea give up Ihy dead." 
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llestorc the noble and the brave, over whom 
thy sullen vi-aters have closed for ages ; render 
back those gallant spirits, whose mutilated 
remains, 'mid shouts of victory, were com- 
mitted to thy rarely violated custody. Pro- 
duce to light the oppressor and the oppressed ; 
the wretched, enslaved, and fettered African, 
whose miseries so often found a termination 
in thy dark blue waters; and his avaricious 
master, whom the vengeance of the Almighty 
not unfrequently whelmed beneath the deep. 
Give back to the widow the husband, for whom 
her eyes have waxed dim with weeping ; give 
back to the orphan the father, in losing whom 
she lost her all. Give back those dauntless 
and devoted spirits, who fought and died for 
their country's freedom. The brave, the good, 
the great, the guilty, release from thraldom. 
Insatiate monster give up — give up thy dead. 
Gaze upon the Sea : and let its immeasur- 
able breadth remind you of God's boundless 
mercy ; let its unfathomable depth image forth 
to you his unsearchable judgments. "View it, 
lastly, as an emblem of the world. Under 
a treacherous, smiling surface, it covers 
sunken rocks, fatal shoals, and shifting sands ; 
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and many a gallant vessel, and her unsuspect- 
ing crew, have foundered, when they little 
imagined danger was at hand ; have perished 
when the sea was still, and the sky was fair ; 
have gone down, as it were, in the very smile of 
the element which devoured them. 

Brethren, these children * that you observe 
ranged here as suppliants before you, are navi- 
gating a Sea to the full as dangerous, ~f//e Ocean 
of life. Bad company, vicious principles, the 
temptations incident to poverty, the persuasions 
of depraved associates, and the pinchings of 
want, these are the rocks by which their voyage 
of life is beset, and on which their happiness 
may be wrecked for ever. 

Many of you have, most probably, witnessed 
a shipwreck. Some of you, most assuredly, 
have watched nearly, anxiously, closely, sig- 
nals of distress 'mid the roar of the tempest ; 
have understood mute entreaties for assistance, 

• Those of the " old Charity School : " an institution, of 
the value of which 1 cannot speak too highly, or of the 
interest I feel for it, loo warmly. And I do gladly avail 
myself of this opportunity to recommend, in the most earnest 
7nanner, this much neglected charity to the more extended 
patronage and cordial support of the Pariah at large. It 
merits hoik. 
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which it was impossible to render ; have heard 
the last wild shriek of agony, the drowning 
cry of the devoted mariner, as his vessel 
slowly settled, and then went down for ever. 
Sad, indeed, is such a spectacle ; mournful, 
under any circumstances, is the waste of 
human life ; most melancholy the reflections 
it engenders. But there is a spectacle far 
more appalling in its nature, and enduring in 
its consequences — the shipwreck of the 
SOUL. Ah ! if the last shriek of woe from a 
dying fellow creature barrows up every feeling 
and thrills through every sense of him who 
unfortunately hears it, what words shall pour- 
tray the wailings of a lost soul through 
eternity ! 

It is in the mouths of those, who seem to 
take a savage delight in vilifying their fellow 
creatures, that sailors are universally godless 
characters. The fact seems almost incon- 
ceivable. Who is it that lives but at the 
mercy of the winds and waves ?— the mariner. 
Who is it that must own at each moment of 
his existence, " verily, there is but a plank 
between me and eternity ? "—the mariner. 
Who is it that is perpetually called upon to 
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carry his life in his hand, hardly knowing what 
perils the next hour may produce? — the mari- 
ner. Who is it that has continually before his 
eyes the most magnificent emblem of a mighty 
God ; that perpetually views the works of the 
Lord, and his works in the deep ? — the mariner. 
Who is it that each time he leaves his native 
shore, must feel utterly uncertain whether he 
ever sets foot upon it again ? — the manner. 
Who is it that continually dies at a distance 
from all he loves, wife, and home, and chil- 
dren ; his knell, the wintry winds ; his grave, 
the foaming billow?— the mariner. And that 
a being, so circumstanced, should take no 
thought for his soul ; should neither fear God, 
nor care for God, nor think of God, nor pray to 
God — Brethren, I cannot credit it. It is a 
libel on human nature. 

But if, on the other hand, the accusation be 
in any degree well founded, how imperative is 
the obligation to bestir ourselves in our imme- 
diate neighbourhood, to support liberally these 
and similar institutions, to enlarge their sphere, 
to extend their influence, and thus to give our 
youth, before ihei/ leave our port, those religious 
impressions, and that Christian Education* 
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which may grow up with them to manhood, 
and form not only the brave seaman, but the 
conscientious man ? Brethren, we hear much 
in the present day of the profligacy of the poor, 
that our prisons are overflowing, and that 
crime is on the increase. But in one word, 
and, were it my last, I should utter it with the 
same sincerity, if you would humanise the 
poor, youmustfirst Christianise them. Money 
can never reform them. ]Vo: but Religion can; 
and the religion acquired in early life is likely 
to last the longest, and to work the best. 

Give them education only and you are their 
most formidable enemy; but with education 
instil religious principles, and you are their 
truest friend. Educate them, and you place a 
weapon in their hands which they may wield 
against yourselves. Christianise them, and 
that weapon becomes their defence, and your 
security. Such a persuasion is at least ours. 
While we develope the mental faculties of 
these children, we unceasingly endeavour to 
improve their hearts. To knowledge we com 
municate the check of religious principles, and 
while we impart the rudiments of worldly wis- 



i 




100 CONSIDERATIONS OPi THE SEA. 

dom, we, with it, zealously sow that good seed 
which is to bear fruit in eternity. 

Fellow Christians! these children have pecu- 
liar claims upon you. They are endeared to 
you by the ties of locality, by community of 
interests, of religion, and of hopes. He who 
has said, " the poor shall never cease out of the 
land, therefore I do command thee, saying, open 
thine hand wide to thy brother, to thy poor 
and to thy needy in the land," commits these 
children to your bounty in the hour of their 
need and helplessness. It is not the will of 
your Father which is in Heaven that one of 
these little ones should perish. The extension 
of Christ's kingdom, the communication of re- 
ligious principles and religious hopes, is bind- 
ing upon all who boast themselves to be the 
followers of Jesus. " Simon, son of Jesus, 
lovest thou me ? feed my lambs." 

Fellow Churchmen ! if we believe that the 
formularies of the Church of England embody 
the pure principles of the Gospel of Christ; if 
we are thoroughly persuaded that the plan 
of salvation taught by the authorised ministers 
of the Gospel is in xmison with the simplicity 



d 



CONSIDERATIONS ON THE SEA. IQl 

of the woi-d of God ; if our Church be in our 
conscientious esteem built upon the apostles 
and prophets,— Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner-stone, — our obligations to subserve 
its interests, and disseminate its doctrines are 
written as with a sunbeam. For no part of our 
duty can be clearer or more imperative, than to 
keep the young within that fold which we are 
thoroughly persuaded is the fold of Christ. 

Fellow Pilgrims! to you has been unfolded 
the way of everlasting life : will you block up 
that way to your fellow •sinners? To you have 
been thrown open the gates of the city of re- 
fuge : will YOU close them on your fellow fugi- 
tives? The fountain of pardon, peace, and 
glory, flows in all its fulness and freshness to 
you 9 would YOU forbid your fellow sufferers to 
drink freely of the stream ? Beloved, I have 
good grounds for hoping better things of you : 
** Freely have ye received: freely give." 
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9. — " God haih prepared his throne in Heaven, 
knd his kingdom ruleth o 



God :— we pronounce the term easily with 
our hps, but what he is who fills all parts of 
Heaven and Earth with his presence ; who 
has existed from everlasting, and shall exist 
throughout eternity ;— what he is whom none 
of our senses can take in, and who is yet for 
ever about our bed, and about our path, and 
spieth out all our ways, cannot but be a deep 
and mysterious subject of reflection. We can 
" tell some of his qualities, it is true, as that he 
is Almighty, all-just, and all-merciful; we can 
point to the different parts of the visible uni- 
verse, to the ocean in its might, to the moun- 
tains in their grandeur, to the sun rising in his 
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majesty, or setting in his glory ; we can look 
up to the blue heavens by night, and gaze 
upon the moon and countless stars sailing in 
quiet loveliness through the air; we can listen 
to the singing of little birds in the wilderness, 
and to the hum of crowds in the populous 
city, and of these things, one and all, we can 
say, that Gk)d is the Creator, Governor, Pre- 
server."* 

But what he himself can be, who has no 
form nor similitude; who speaketh, but not 
with the voice of man^ who seeth, but not 
with the eye of man ; who heareth, but not 
with the ear of man : of that great Spirit we 
can form no accurate notion, and are, there- 
fore, obiiged to view him in his works and to 
judge of him by their tendency. 

The text speaks to us most significantly of 
his majesty and magnificence. It ascribes to 
him universal sovereignty. " His kingdom 
ruleth over all." The assertion is a sweeping 
one. It shall be my present business to estab- 
lish it from the pages of Scripture. God's 
kingdom embraceth every thing that hath, and 
hath not,' within it the breath of life. His do- 
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minion extendeth over all that we see, smell, 
hear, taste, or touch. 

And first over THE Elements. 

I begin with Fire. We are told in the 
seventy-eighth psalm, that when the children 
of Israel rebelled against the Lord he " gave 
up their cattle to the hail, aiid their flocks to 
hot thunderbolts." We read that when Nebu- 
chadnezzar, full of fury, commanded Shadrach, 
Meshech, and Abednego to be cast into the 
burning fiery iumace, — a furnace so heated that 
its flame slew those men who approached for 
the purpose of casting the King's destined 
victims into it, — God so subdued the raging 
element and repressed its ravages, that " upon 
the bodies of his servants the fire had no power, 
nor was an hair of their head singed, nor were 
their coats changed, nor had the smell of fire 
passed upon them," 

From that element turn to another,— another, 
as some desolate hearts amongst us will but 
too painfully acknowledge, *~as uncontrollable, 



• Preached after a succession of gales, unexainpled for 
their violence and long continuance, during which many 
■hips had been wrecked, and very tnany valuable lives lost 
belonging lo the Port. 
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and as destructive. When Jonah, bent upon 
fleeing from the presence of the Lord, and re- 
solved to disobey the commandment which 
God had given him, hastened to Joppa, he 
found there a vessel ready to sail for Tarshish, 
and precipitately embarked. He little knew 
the mightiness or the majesty of his God in 
thus attempting to elude him. But God 
speedily convinced him oi both. For he " sent 
out a great wind into the sea, so that there was 
a might}) tempest in the sea, and the ship was like 
to be broken." Nor is this a solitary instance. 
When Pharoah hardened his heart against the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and would 
not let the Hebrews go and serve him, but 
went out and pursued after them with his 
captains, and his chariots, and his horsemen, — 
" Lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine 
hand over the sea," was the Almighty's com- 
mand to Moses, and " the Lord caused the 
sea to go back by a strong east wind all that 
night and made the sea dry land ; and the 
children of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea upon the dry ground; and the waters were 
a wall unto them on their right hand and on 
their left. ' Pharoah, at the head of his army. 
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I pursued them with an implacable determina- 

I tion of vengeance; rushed forward, confidently 

I hoping to overtake and vanquish, " Stretch 

I out thine hand over the sea," was again the 

f Almighty's mandate, and the rod of Moses was 

once more stretched over the waters, and " the 

sea returned to his strength when the morning 

appeared," and engulphed the host of Pharoah 

in its bosom. Tlie same element which was 

the unassailable defence of the one was the 

relentless destroyer of the other. Though not 

an Israelite perished, the Egyptians died to a 

man. 

From God's dominion over Fire and Water, 
view next his absolute controul over Earth 
and Aia. 

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram defied the 
living God. It was the Almighty's fixed 
purpose to prove to mankind, by an awful 
manifestation of his power, that besides being 
a holy and a just, he is also, to a fearful extent, 
a JEALOUS God. They were not to die the 
common death of all men, nor to be visited 
after the visitation of men. Heinous was their 
crime, and awful was to be their punishment, 
" Get you up from about the tabernacle 
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Korah, Dathaii, and Abiram : depart from the 
tents of these wicked men, and touch notliing 
of theirs, lest ye be consumed in their sins," 
was the injunction given unto the congregation 
by Moses, at God's express command. Scarce 
had the Hebrew lawgiver made an end of 
speaking, when the Earth clave asunder, and 
opened her mouth, and swallowed up Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, and their wives, and their 
sons, and their little children: they, and all 
that appertained unto them, went down alive 
into the pit, and the Earth closed upon them. 
When the Egyptian monarch was disobe- 
dient to God's desire, he proved to the stub- 
born king that even the aiii, that subtle and 
invisible element, was under his supreme con- 
troul, and could be rendered the active minister 
of his vengeance. " The Lord brought an East 
WIND upon the land of Egypt one whole day, 
and one whole night : and with it came the 
locusts. And they covered the face of the 
whole Earth, and did eat every herb of the 
land, and all the fruit of the trees." But the 
hand that, for a punishment, had inflicted this 
visitation, could, upon penitence, remove it. 
Contrition had apparently softened the heart of 
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Pharoah ; and " the Lord turned a mighty 
strong West wind, which took away the locusts, 
and cast them into the Red Sea ; there re- 
mained not one locust in all the coasts of 
Egypt." 

Such, then, is God's absolute and unquali- 
fied controul over the elements. 

Glance, next, at his dominion over the brute 
CHEATioN ; comprehending in this view, the 
Beasts of the Field ; the Fish of the Sea ; and the 
Fowls of the Air. 

"My God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt 
me," was the reply of Daniel to the anxious 
enquiry of the remorse- stricken Darius, before 
the prophet was taken up, whole and unin- 
jured, out of the den. 

Jonah's sin against God was heinous, and his 
punishment was commensurate. Yet, though 
engulphed in the belly of the monster of the 
deep, God had not forgotten him ; nor forsaken 
him ; nor cast away all care for him. He was 
still within the reach of God's power, and 
within the compass of his arm. Though the 
prophet's heart fainted within him through 
terror and distress, he remembered the Lord, 
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and his power, and his mercy, and his truth ; 
cried mightily unto his Maker for deliverance, 
and mercy was not withheld. "The Lord 
spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land." 

When Elijah, mindful of God's commands, 
fulfilled, though apparently at the hazard of 
his life, his dangerous mission to the idolatrous 
Ahab, God told him that his existence should 
be cared for by supernatural agents, for that 
the very birds of the air should be charged 
with his support and sustenance. " Drink of 
the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan ; and 
Id! I have commanded the ravens to feed 
thee there." He believed God's word, and 
obeyed his mandate: and " the ravens 
brought him bread and flesh in the morning, 
and bread and flesh in the evening." 

But mark. God "is a jealous God." And 
though he can employ the beasts of the field, 
and the birds of the air, to protect the persons, 
and reward the piety of his faithful servants, 
he can also make these very agents subservient 
to his purpose of puni.shing those who fight 
against his will, and will not have the Lord 



Jehovah to rule over them. Jezebel, — the 
wicked, cruel, haughty Jezebel, — Jezebel, who 
planned the murder of Naboth, and imbrued 
her hands in blood, had incurred Jehovah's 
severe displeasure. She was told by the 
mouth of Elijah, that this would be her doom; 
her doom, though a king's daus^hter, and the 
wife of a reigning prince; "The dogs shall 
eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel, and there 
shall be none to bury her." She, doubtless, 
scoffed at the saying, and despised the pro- 
phet as daringly as she had defied his master. 
But when Jehu usurped the throne, and made 
his triumphant entrance into Jezreel, her at- 
tendants, at the usurper's bidding, threw her 
from the window of her palace under the 
wheels of his chariot, and he crushed her 
under foot as he passed on to the banquet. 
At its close, he issued the requisite order for 
her burial, and men went out to gather her 
mutilated remains. Vain precaution ! God 
had pronounced her doom ; and when did His 
word return unto him void ? They found but 
the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her 
hands. The dumb creation had fulfilled God's 
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word, had been the ministers of his vengeance. 
The DOGS had eaten Jezebel, and by the wall 
of Jezreel. 

From the irrational, turn to the rational 
creation, and note God's control over, 

I. Wicked men. 

When Lot's safety was endangered by the 
depraved people among whom he dwelt, and 
an infuriated multitude would have sacrificed 
his life to their resentment, because he stood 
between them and the commission of heinous 
and deadly sin, God smote the men that 
pressed upon him with " blindness, both small 
and great, so that they wearied themselves to 
find the door." 

Sennacherib, the idolatrous king of Assyria, 
menaced, with active hotilities, Hezekiah, the 
pious king of Judah ; and, with an immense 
army at his enemy's controul, and great wealth 
at his disposal, the fortunes of the Jewish 
monarch seemed desperate, and his overthrow 
certain. In his distress, Hezekiah went up to 
the house of the Lord, and spread his sorrows 
before the Lord. To his earnest entreaties for 
the Almighty's aid and guidance, God vouch- 
safed a positive assurance, that Sennacherib 
should NOT come into his city, nor shoot an 
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Hfi'ow there, nor cwne before it with shield,! 
ititr cast a bank against it. " Behold i will 
Nt^iid a blast upon him, and be shall hear a 
I'litiiuur, and shall return to his own land, and 
I will cause him to fall by the sword in his 
own land." That very night the angel of thed 
Lord smote the camp of the Assyrians, and 
tliure died an hundred, fourscore, and five tbou-1 
mmd. Nor was the end of their presumptuous J 
leader long delayed, or less certain. He re-J 
turned to his own land, and fell there, as C 
liad foretold, by the hand of violence ; for I 
" white worshipping in the bouse of Nisroch,.H 
IiIn God, Adrammelech and Sharezer, bis sons, ' 
NHiote him with the sword." 

The same controui which God exercises overj 
wif^ked men, he wields over, 

n. Wicked spirits. 

When Christ dispossessed the two unfor-, J 
Ibrtunate demoniacs, "the devils besought him, 
(inying, if thou cast us out, suffer us to go | 
ftway into the herd of swine." 

Yet not even with them does bis dominion , 
end ; for subject to him is. 

III. The Prompter and Princf. of Wick- 
edness HIMSELF. 

Doth Job fear God for nought? " Put forth 
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thine hand now, and touch all that he hath 
and he will curse to thy face." Thus ran the 
Tempter's implied request to the Almighty 
for permission to try Job with temporal losses ; 
and this permission Jehovah saw fit to grant. 
" Behold all that he hath is in thy power; only 
upon himself put not forth thine hand." But 
temporal losses proved insufficient for the 
Tempter's purpose, and he preferred a request, 
that the pressure of personal sufferings might 
be added to that of worldly calamities. Put 
forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and 
his flesh, and he will curse to thy face. And 
the Lord said unto Satan, behold he is in thine 
hand, but" — and the command was heeded — 
"spare his life." 

Thus then have I shown— what I set out by 
asserting — God's absolute and uncontrolled 
dominion over the whole animate and inanimate 
creation ; that he is the supreme and universal 
Sovereign. What, then, is the use I would 
make of these facts ? I would use them. Bre- 
thren, to inculcate a lesson of reverence. 

How is it that men dare trifle with so power- 
ful, so holy, and so jealous a God ? How is it 
that, knowing he can stop at any moment the 
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breath which he has given, men so thought- 
lessly call on His name, invoke it so lightly, 
and appeal to Him so irreverently ? 

Upon what principle can we explain the 
blasphemous boldness with which we often 
hear frail and perishing creatures, not only 
begging their Creator to deprive them of sight, 
of life, of limb, but imprecating his vengeance 
on their poor guilty souls, and urging him to 
destroy both body and spirit in hell ? Such 
prayers have been heard and answered brfore now. 
That they are not frequently granted is because 
God is long suffering, very patient, abounding 
in mercy, and easy to be intreated. But 
even divine forbearance has limits ; and the 
swearer's prayer has been sometimes answered, 
ere the oath had well quitted his lips. Upon 
that earth which he cumbered, God has sud- 
denly stretched him a lifeless corpse ; and his 
soul, which he prayed might be condanned, has 
been taken to its reckoning and bkwakd. 

To those who are conscious that this danger- 
ous habit is theirs, I would say, — read over the 
text at your own home. Reflect duly on the 
matter. Think whether it be wise to trifle 
with a God so powerful ; grateful to slight a 
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God SO good and bountiful ; prudent to insult 
and defy a God so jealous and so terrible : one, 
moreover, so strictly tenacious of the holiness 
of his name and nature, as to declare that he 
will not give his honor to another. 

But you tell me it proceeds from want of 
consideration ; that it had its origin in mere 
thoughtlessness ; that it has grown upon you ; 
that you are not aware of it. Admitted all. 
But what has this thoughtlessness not to 
answer for, and what does it not produce ? 
Dives was thoughtless ; he saw the poor beggar 
Lazarus laid daily at the door of his mansion, 
but forgot — it was mere thoughtlessuess — to 
relieve him. It appears, however, that " this 
thoughtlessness never lasts longer than this life. 
When eternity begins, reflection begins ; and 
such reflection : so bitter, so harrowing, so 
ceaseless, so tormenting, that existence be- 
comes an intolerable curse. Oh, Brethren ! 
where will the sinner turn for comfort or conso- 
lation, when he asks of a God of mercy only 
one drop of water to cool his tongnae, and all 
he gains by his prayer is this piercing answer,* 
' Son, remember ! ' " 

• Bradley. 
I 2 
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Men and brethren, meditate on these things. 
Say not, in the language of the headstrong 
Jews to Jeremiah, " as for the words which 
thou hast spoken to us in the name of the 
Lord, we will not hearken unto thee :" rather 
resolve on abjuring this baneful custom, and 
be this your first petition, " Lord, keep the 
door of my lips.'' 

A day is coming, when, in the presence of 
an assembled universe, our sins will be spread 
in long and dread array before us. And the 
Swearer's,— how many, aggravated, repeated, 
countless ! Oh ! think yet once more on the 
terrible power, and fearful majesty of your 
God. Hear the text assert of him, " God 
hath prepared his throne in Heaven, and hth 
kingdom ruleth over all." 

Oh, then, blaspheme him not, but praise 
him. Praise him, Christian, with joyful lips. 
Praise him, ye aged, by reviewing and ac- 
knowledging his abundant goodness through a 
protracted life; be "telling of his greatness 
from day to day." Praise him, young Chris- 
tian, for youth has many blessings, invaluable 
privileges, hopes ever bright, and pleasures 
ever new : and piety glows brightly in its 
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youthful votary, and praise falls sweetly from 
a youthful lip. . 

Praise him in your family worship : praise 
him in your private devotions: but, more es- 
pecially, praise him under this sacred roof, 
within his holy temple, where he delighteth to 
dwell, and which is dedicated to his honour. 

So shall the praise now uttered by you with 
a feeble lip, swell into hallelujahs before the 
throne : so shall the notes, here faint and 
faultering, rise into the full chorus that echoes 
around the Lamb : '* Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive honour, and glory, and power, 
for THOU HAST CREATED ALL THINGS, and for 
thy pleasure they are, and were created." 
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SERMON VIII. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

The ensuing sermon was originally preached, 
unlike many of its predecessors, at Evening 
Service ; a service to which 1 profess myself 
partial, and from which, I am persuaded, great 
benefits result. Yet, as its partisans are few, 
and its opponents powerful, I may, I hope, be 
pardoned for making a few remarks on its ad- 
vantages and defects. 

For villages, for country congregations, or 
any congregation, in fact, of which tlie mem- 
bers are scattered, and come from a distance, 
it is, I admit, ill adapted. But in towns, 
where you have to combat dissent on the right 
hand and on the left; where unauthorised 
teachers find little or no difficulty in assem- 
bling a large and respectable evening congre- 
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gatioti out of tht Establishmnt, I must ever 
contend tbat it is the paramount duty of a 
watchful pastor to meet them on their own 
ground, and see if he cannot collect a congre 
gation as numerous and as respectable witliin it. 

Moreover, the convenience of such a service 
is great. It constantly happens, in a large 
family, that, from domestic cares, sickness, 
interruption, or unexpected hindrances, some 
portion of it is debarred from Church in the 
former parts of the day, whom a third service 
would find thoroughly disengaged, and by 
whom the option of attending it would be pro- 
portionably prized. 

There is also another inference which ap- 
pears inseparable from the subject. We hear 
much of the ingratitude of servants, of their 
profligacy, of their want of principle, of their 
heartless and hollow attachment to their mas- 
ters, and of the rapid strides which duplicity 
and dishonesty are making among them. To 
correct this evil, so dangerous to the whole 
community, we must endeavour to rekindle 
among them religious feeling. And after 
family prayer, a practice which ought to pre- 
vail in every household which assumes to itself 
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the epithet of Christian,* I know no habit so 
likely to feed and foster it, as that of being 
sent, once at least, on every Sunday, where 
they may hear of their duties and their dan- 
gers ; where they may be supported under 
temptation, and encouraged in integrity. Now 
a third service is one which can never interfere 
with servants' duties, in any well ordered 
family ; and for which, at least, they may, 
without difficulty, be spared. On their ac- 
count, then, if on no other, it merits considera- 
tion and encouragement. 

Facts, however, have more force than prin- 
ciples ; and it has been placed, by enquiries, 
beyond the reach of doubt, that in our large 
towns, such as Liverpool, Birmingham, and 
Bristol, those Churches have the largest, and 
the most equal, congregations, whose doors 
are opened for evening service ; so clear is it 
that families prefer a Church with evening 
worship, if a choice be offered them, to one 
without it. 

* " Every family," says the pious Bishnp Home, " is a 
little kingdom of which the master is prince; it is a little flock 
of whicli the master is shepherd : appointed by Heaven to 
govern it in righteousness, and to guide it in tlie way 
peace." 
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But there is yet another reason why evening 
service appears peculiarly valuable ; its free- 
dom from noise and interruption. Day, with 
its visible attractions and sounds of many 
voices, hath passed with trackless flight ; the 
shades of evening fall around ; and in the still- 
ness of the hour, the minister has a greater 
chance of influencing and impressing the hearts 
of his hearers ; of snatching them from the tur- 
moil of earth and restoring them to reflection; 
of arousing the dormant energies of conscience; 
of prevailing on them to dwell, were it but for 
an instant, on God, on judgment, on eternity. 
Add to this, that the hour of rest is so near, 
that these impressions are likely to remain un- 
broken and undisturbed : and no man, I am 
persuaded, but would seek his pillow with 
holier thoughts and happier feelings, from hav- 
ing so recently offered up his prayers and 
praises, his wants and wishes in the Sanctuary 
of his God. 

I am aware, no one more so, of the objections 
which may be raised against this peculiar ser- 
vice ; that it is hostile to morals ; that it affords 
a place of rendezvous to the evil disposed; that 
others, besides worshippers, are, at such an 
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hour, to be found within the Sanctuary ; and 
that it is frequently made a place of assignation 
by the worthless of both sexes. Granted. It 
may have been such in a few wretched in- 
stances. But what place may not be profaned ? 
What Institution may not be abused ? A mi- 
nister's duty,— and more especially in times like 
the present, when the accommodation afforded 
by the Establishment is so obviously dispropor- 
tionate to the wants of the Establishment, — is 
to enlarge, by every possible expedient, the 
sphere of his usefulness; to throw open the 
Sanctuary as frequently and as freely as the 
necessities of his population may require, and 
his own energies permit. The crime rests on 
those who abuse religious ordinances, not on 
him who invites to them; on those who dese- 
crate the sanctuary, not on Him who would 
fain dispense its blessings, and aid the flow of 
its consolations. 

But if, on the other hand, this service has 
been the means of turning one sinner from the 
error of his way ; of awakening om slumber- 
ing conscience ; of alarming one thoughtless 
trifler, and leading him on from enquiry to re- 
flection^ and from reflection to reformation,- 
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what terms are strong eoough to depict its 
value, importance, and usefulness? 

With one instance, at least, I am i'amiliar. I 
give it as part of the experience, and, as nearly 
as may be, in the words of one whom I had once 
the happiness of calling colleague, and still 
possess the privilege of calling friend. 

" It was after I had been some years in 
orders, and had viewed the increasing inroads 
of Dissent with the most mournful concern, 
that I determined on opening ray Church for 
evening service. Convinced as I was of the 
wisdom and necessity of the measure, I hardly 
think I should have ventured on adopting it, 
could I have forseen the opposition which ar- 
rayed itself against me. By some it was re 
garded as Methodistical. By others as a 
decided inroad on Church discipline. ' Are 
you aware, Sir, of the consequences of the 
step you are taking,' said one of my principal 
parishioners, ' do you wish to swell the bands 
of the Dissenters?' ' No; I mean to weaken 
them by depriving my people of one plea at 
least for attending the Chapel.' 

" But some went even further. The Lord of 
the Manor, and principal land-owner in the 
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diBtrict, came to me one morning, — it is as- 
tonishing, by the way, what zeal some men 
manifest for the mere forms, the rion-essentiais 
of religion, who know nothing of its spirit, and 
take no sort of interest in its propagation, — and 
said, with great apparent earnestness, ' Mr. 

, I warn you for the last time! These 

evening lectures are the beginning of a system, 
which will, one day, lay the Church of England 
in the dust.' 

" Another, — he made his appearance at 
church about twice in three years, — wrote to the 
Bishop of the Diocese, as a ' devoted, but indig- 
nant churchman ;' and after protesting, in the 
strongest terms, against the proceeding, en- 
treated his Lordship to put it down, 'as a dan- 
gerous innovation, fraught with the most 
disastrous consequences.' 

"The Bishop— Hurd held at that time the see 
— replied to the complainant by return of post. 
After combating some of his arguments, he 
remarked, he ' should be most unwilling to 
damp the zeal of any one of his clergy in the 
discharge of his professional duties,' and that 
he felt he ' could rely on my discretion.' 

" It appeared, however, that this profoundly 
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learned and singularly kind-hearted, but, at 
the same time, most cautious prelate, was not 
liimself divested of apprehension ; for, in a 
private communication by the same post, he 
gave me extracts from the Baronet's letter, 
warned me of the opposition which menaced 
me from every quarter, and ' begged me, if pos- 
sible, to disarm it.' 

" Endless, indeed, were the objections started", 
obstacles removed, and calumnies refuted ; 
still I persevered, calmly, patiently, and re- 
solutely; though, at times, irritated almost 
beyond endurance, and more than once tempted 
to abandon the lecture and living together. 

" The parish was large and populous ; the 
living paltry. The lecture was supported by 
subscription : subscription it certainly was, 
though there were but three subscribers. I 
had carried it through one winter; but was, to 
own the truth, wavering whether I should ex- 
pose myself to fresh annoyance and further 
hostility, by prosecuting it during a second, 
when I received a letter, enclosing a bank 
bill for twenty pounds, to be ' applied ex- 
clusively towards continuing those lectures. 
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which, humanly speaking, had been the means 
of saving the writer from ruin.' 

Por nine successive years, — I should men- 
tion, by the way, that in the third of these, 
the evening service at the chapel was discon- 
tinued for want of supporters, and that, shortly 
afterwards, the chapel itself was transformed 
into what it will ever remain, a chapel of ease 
to the mother church, — a similar sura was 
remitted me with the same intimation in the 
envelope. I had no kind of clue for disco- 
vering the writer. The postmark was never 
two years alike, and the donor stated herself to 
be travelling; and dated from various towns in 
England and Scotland. 

" The last remittance was from one — I forget 
which— of the "West India Colonies. It then 
ceased ; and after an interval of two years I 
came to the conclusion that my bountiful 
correspondent had ceased to exist. Months 
after I had arrived at this settled conviction, a 
youthful female, in evidently declming health, 
called upon me, and announced herself, after 
a little hesitation, as my unknown and long 
sought correspondent. Her history, as nearly 
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as I could collect it from the hurried manner 
in which she spoke, was this. She was the 
daughter of very respectable parents in the mid- 
dle rank of society, who owned a small estate in 
the neighbouring parish ; and had all but fallen 
a victim to the plans and artifices of an accom- 
plished villain. ' Your Church, Sir'— and the 
tears flowed thick and fast down her pale and agi- 
tated countenance — ' was to me on that evening 
a Zoar, for it saved me from ruin. When I 
think of him, of his treachery, of his artifice, of 
^hst I might have been, here and hereafter^ — 
let me, Sir, weep on — there are other tears be- 
sides those of sorrow 

" ' When I married some months afterwards, 
my first care ere I quitted my home, and annu- 
ally, while circumstances permitted it, was an 
endeavour to perpetuate those lessons of holi- 
ness for the benefit of others, to which I felt 
myself, individually, so deeply indebted. My 
parents are both dead ; my husband I have lost 
in battle. And with wealth alike beyond my 
deserts or desires, I am come to spend my last 
hours near that temple, with which my grate- 
ful recollections of the past, and my brightest 
anticipations of the future, are inseparably 
blended.'" 




FAITHFULNESS THE ATTRIBUTE OF GOD. 

Deutbroxomy VII, 9,—" Know, therefore, that the Lord 
thy God, he is God ; ihe faithful God." 



Of all the attributes whit:h belong to our 
God, there is none more striking than His 
immutability. While all around us is subject to 
change, he still "continues the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever ; " while year after 
year produces constant alteration in our neigh- 
bourhood, in our families, in our situation, and 
in ourselves, " in him there is neither variable- 
ness, nor shadow of turning." As he was to 
the Israelites amid all their wanderings; as he 
was to Moses in all his trials ; as Joseph found 
him in the dungeon, and Daniel in the lion's 
den ; so he continues to us at this very day, 
this very hour,—" the faithful God." 

Could any thing teach a lesson to man, — pre- 
sumptuous, self-confident man, — and force on 
him the frailty and nothingness of his being. 
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it would be the contrast between his own 
fleeting existence, and the duration of natural 
objects around him. They remain uninjured 
and unimpaired, when time lias dealt destruc- 
tion and decay upon ourselves. The river 
glides on, murmuring to the air and glistening 
in the sun, as it murmured and glistened in 
our youth, in the youth of our fathers. The 
tree which flourished in majesty in our child- 
hood, flourishes in majesty still. Even the 
works of human hands mock those that reared 
them. Where are the heads that planned, and 
the hands which raised this venerable House 
of God ? * Where are the beating hearts that 

■ Preached in December, 1828, at Monkweannoulli, the 
oldest church but one in the ktng'dom. Jarrow is ascertained 
to have been built A.D. 68li, and Mookwearmouth a year 
later. I joyfully avail royself of this opportunity of placing 
on record my affectionate gratitude towards a parish 
and people, whose kindness, from the beginning to the 
close of our connection, knew neither change nor abatement; 
and whose mimiticence was beyond either my desires or 

May every earthly blessing be theirs. I ever look back 
an the period of our caonection with deliglit. And what 
my desire in ministering among them was, such is my prayer 
now, — that in life they may show fortli the power of the 
Gospel ; that in death they may feel its support ; so that 
" whether living or dying, they may be the Lord's." 



^ 



k. 



130 FAITHFULNESS THE ATTRIBUTE OF GOD. 

SO anxiously watched its progress, and so 
joyously hailed its completion ? Stilltd in the 
silence of the grave. The fruit of their labours 
survives them in vigour and beauty, while they 
have crumbled into dust. But with the 
Almighty Architect it is not so. He remains 
the unchangeable Eternal; from everlasting to 
everlasting he is God. 

In touching on this stupendous subject, I 
shall enquire, 

I. How WE DISCOVER OUR GoD TO BE A 

FAITHFUL God; 

II. The consequences resulting from 
his faithfulness. 

First, then we discover the unchangeableness 
of our God from the book of Nature. We find 
every thing around us in a state of dissolution 
and decay. If we survey this fair and beauti- 
ful creation, or regard the starry firmament of 
Heaven, and look upwards through the stream 
of ages that are past, we shall come to a time 
when they did not exist : if we look onward to 
the ages which are before us, we shall come to 
a time when they shall be no more. Below, 
change is every where visible. We see the 
familiar objects of our childhood daily moving 
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away from our grasp ; we see families, en- 
deared to us by the closest ties of intimacy, 
broken up by the rough and unsparing hand of 
death. We discover our friends, as we advance 
in the journey of life, one by one dropping 
away from our side ; and from this striking 
spectacle of mutability, we turn to one whom 
neither chance nor change can effect ; to Him 
who inhabiteth eternity, — the great I AM. 

We discover also the faithfulness of our 
God from the book of Revelation. Read it, 
my Brethren, as you will, and how you will, 
and when you will ; but never will you meet 
with one single instance where God forgot 
those who put their trust in Him. Look at the 
history of the Jewish nation. While the Is- 
raelites were groaning under the bondage of 
Pharoah, in Egypt, God raised them up a 
deliverer, his servant Moses, and to him he 
promised continual aid. What was the event? 
The vast multitudes which Moses brought into 
the wilderness, helpless and hopeless, God 
unceasingly protected for the space of forty 
years. The hand of mercy spread their food 
upon the earth ; gave them flesh from Heaven, 
and water from a flinty rock ; directed them 
K 2 
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by a cloud the way they were to journey ; 
made them triumphant over every adversary, 
and finally settled them in the land of Promise. 
What does the history of Elijah tell us? 
Elijah, destitute of food, bereft of every re- 
source but a firm and unshaken reliance on his 
God, — was he suffered to perish ? No. The 
most rapacious of birds were charged with the 
support of the man of God ; for the ravens 
" brought him bread and flesh in the morning, 
and bread and flesh in the evening." Though 
all hope of succour seemed fled, every prospect 
of relief far distant, the prophet trusted his 
Creator, and found him a faithful God. 

What may we learn from the history of 
Jeremiah ? 

The prophet, in conjunction with Baruch, 
the scribe, had faithfully pourtrayed to Jehoia- 
kim, king of Judah, the woes about to befal 
the Jewish people, and the punishments where- 
with they were to be visited by God, The 
roll was burnt; and the king, incensed at the 
writers, sent eniissaries to take them. What 
consequences would have resulted from the 
king's resentment, despotic, as he was, in 
government, and cruel in disposition, are in 
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no manner doubtful. But did God desert 
those who boldly and manfully proclaimed his 
will? No. The king "commanded" certain 
of his servants "to take Baruch, the scribe, 
and Jeremiah, the prophet, but — the Lord 

HID THEM." 

It were easy to multiply instances ; but I 
hasten to the strongest and most glorious 
proof, that the God, whom we serve, is "a 
faithful God," by coming at once to the event 
which our Church at this season commemo- 
rates, " Behold," says Isaiah, " a virgin 
shall conceive and bare a son, and they shall 
call his name Emmanuel." And in another 
chapter, the prophet states, that " smitten for 
our iniquities, and wounded for our trans- 
gressions, by his stripes we are healed." 
Centuries rolled away after this prediction ; 
the heathen nations lay abased in siu, and 
enslaved by idolatry ; but at length the star 
of peace rose over a benighted world, A vir- 
gin did conceive and bear a son— the babe of 
Bethlehem. On Calvary he bore the weight 
of our transgressions. The dark mansions of 
the grave received him for our sins. Bethany 
beheld him returning to his Father and to our 
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Father: and thus, by the sacrifice, once offered, 
and once for all accepted, he wrought out a 
full, perfect, and sufficient salvation and satis- 
faction for us, and reconciled us, by his blood, 
to an offended God. 

Thus far, then, I have, I trust, proved, 
from the Bible as well as from the book of 
nature, the truth of my text. But I must 
carry you along with me still further; and, 
instead of general remarks, make a personal 
application of the subject. Brethren, look 
back on your past lives, nay, even on that 
part of the year that is now hastening to a 
close, and ask yourselves, individually, "Have 
I not found him ' a faithful God V " Review 
the mercies, the providences, the deliverances 
from danger, and the respites from death, 
which God has, from year to year, vouchsafed 
to you. How many of you has he raised from 
the bed of sickness ? How often, when all was 
dark and dreary around you, has not his espe- 
cial interposition procured you a friend? How 
repeatedly, when some sore trial awaited you, 
and the clouds of adversity had gathered 
around you, and the storm of affliction seemed 
ready to burst over your devoted head, has his 
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Almighty arm averted the evil, and turoed the 
murmurs of apprehension into the notes of 
joy? Have you not, then, abundant reason 
for exclaiming, my God is "a faithful God?" 
Examine yourselves ; prove your own selves. 
Have you ever prayed with faith, and prayed 
in vain? In every time of trial, in every 
moment of temptation, in sickness and in sor- 
row, have you not found him the hearer of 
prayer? has he not proved himself to you a 
faithful God ? And do you think, amid all 
these mercies that God is so constantly 
showering down upon you, that there is no 
return, no prostration of heart, no devoted- 
ness of life, nothing due to him on your own 
part ? Commune over this last enquiry with 
your own heart, and let conscience supply the 
answer. 

View, 

II. The consequences resulting from 
God's faithfulness. 

You have seen, my brethren, that God is a 
faithful God ; but remember, he is no less faith- 
ful in the execution of his threats, than he is 
faithful in the performance of his promises. 
True, and most true, that he saved Lot and 
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his daughters, and gave them a city of refuge 
to flee unto; but — he destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrha with fire and brimstone. We know, 
from incontestible evidence, that, with a strong 
band, and an outstretched arm, he conducted 
the IsraeHtes to the promised land ; but — be- 
fore he had accomplished this mighty enter- 
prise—he overthrew Pharaoh and his host in 
the Red Sea. He forgave, upon prayer and 
penitence, David's double sin of murder and 
adultery ; but — but take along with you, that 
he smote Bathsheba's child with sickness, so 
that it died. You see, then, I trust, that God 
is faithful, both in rewarding and punishing. 
He will, most certainly, perform his promises ; 
he will, as assuredly, execute his threats ; he 
is the faithful God ; he cannot err ; he holds 
the balance of even-handed justice. To the 
sincerely contrite, he is " slow to anger, and 
of great kindness," To the impenitent and 
obdurate, he is "a consuming fire." 

Reflect what a privilege is yours in wor- 
shipping a God who cannot change. Serve 
him, and he will never desert you. Obey him, 
and you possess a Friend who never changes, 
and can never die. His care for his people 
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knows no intermission. His love towards 
them admits not of diminution. Caprice and 
mutability are to him unknown. God's love, 
the love wherewith he hath loved his people, 
has its origin i?i eternity. "Yea," says he, "I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love." 
And it is limitless, like eternity. " The mercy 
of God," says David, " is from everlasting to 
everlasting upon them that fear him." And 
what is the language of God himself to his 
sorrowing people ? " For a small moment 
have I forgotten thee, but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee. In a little wrath, I 
hid my face from thee for a moment ; but with 
EVERLASTING KINDNESS will I have mercy on 
thee, saith the Lord, thy Kedeemer." 

Since, then, it has been abundantly shown, 
that God is, and has been, and ever will be to 
us, *' a faithful God," are we, on our part, 
towards Him a faithful people ? Bear with 
me, while, in few words, I point out to you 
what appears to me being faithful, and what 
being treacherous, to our God. To be humble, 
earnest, anxious, and diligent in our Christian 
course ; to mingle in the world, ever mindful 
that we seek another country, even a heavenly; 
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to be careful, in all our intercourse with our 
fellow creatures, to keep the glory of Jehovah 
constaotly in view ; this is to be faithful to 
ctir God. 

To be indefatigable in the breathless pursuit 
of pleasure ; to forget, in the constant chase of 
amusement, that one thing is needful ; to 
banish all idea, amid the frivolous and the gay, 
that we are accountable creatures, and have a 
soul to save ; this is to be treacherous to 
our God. 

To be merciful and forgiving to those who 
have deeply wronged us ; to relieve, as far as 
we have the ability, the necessities of others, 
even though it be by the exercise of the most 
rigid self denial on our own part; to be dis- 
tinguished, not by show or magnificence, but 
by humility, fervent zeal, and Christian charity; 
to take up our Saviour's cross, without once 
looking back on the world we have quitted, 
and to wear the air of a pilgrim journeying to 
his heavenly home ; this is being faithful to 
our Maker. 

To be careless and indifferent where religion 
is concerned ; to bestow cold advice upon the 
naked aud the hungry, instead of shelter and 
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relief; to season high our conversation with 
the salt of sarcasm and of slander ; to be silent, 
from self interest or complaisance, when reli- 
gion is reviled by the free-thinker and the 
libertine ; this is being treacherous to the God 
of our being. 

Choose, then, my fellow Christians, between 
fidelity and treachery. Such, and to so great an 
extent, is the faithfulness of God. Does your 
life render this attribute a subject of forebod- 
ing or of triumph ? Do you rejoice in it, or 
do you fear it? If yon can, on good grounds, 
exult in it, all is, indeed, well. Every thing 
around you may be decaying, changing, pass- 
ing away. Friends and fortune, health and 
hopes, each and all may be wearing away, 
and in their place age and adversity coming 
on ; yet God is not gon'e. Death itself can- 
not deprive you of his presence. The lapse of 
ages cannot exhaust his love. Do the com- 

(panions of your childhood, the associates of 
your youth, the friends of your manhood, each 
and all, in their turn, depart and leave you in 
this wilderness, worn and weary, to weather 
L out its storms and its trials as you may? Stili 
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Stay thee on thy God. Hear Him gently 
assuring thee, " I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee." 

But the reverse how fearful ! Every denun- 
ciation uttered by God will be fulfilled ; every 
minute particular of punishment will be in- 
flicted. No sinner will escape ; no trans- 
gressor will be overlooked or omitted. In the 
performance of his promises, and in the execu- 
tion of his threats, God will be alike " faith- 
ful." And He has solemnly declared that 
'* the wicked shall be turned into Hell, and all 
the people who forget God." 

Is there any one individual before me who is 
living at enmity with his Heavenly Friend ; who 
despises the riches of his mercy and long-suf- 
fering ; who is careless aod indifferent to 
spiritual matters ; and centres all his affections, 
and fears, and hopes, and desires, in this 
perishing scene around him ? My fellow mor- 
tal, I beseech you, pause and consider. Count 
the cost. Weigh well the stake that is pending. 
Remember it is no less than the happiness of 
your soul through an endless eternity. You 
are faltering upon the brink of a precipice ; 
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beneath you is an unfathomable abyss, where 
burns the flame that is never quenched, — where 
dwells the worm that never dies. 

Hark ! did you hear the shriek of anguish, 
the wail of agony, the sullen moan of remorse, 
the yell of despair? '77* the cry of perishing 
sinners ! 'Tis the ceaseless lamentation of the 
hardened and impenitent, who bewail, through 
an eternity of endless duration, their folly and 
their obstinacy, their misery and their sin. 

Listen ! 'Tis the song of angels. Hark ! 
they are bearing a happy spirit home. And 
still the strain grows louder ; and still the 
heavenly Anthem peals along; while millions 
of rescued sinners swell the strain, and sing, 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain ! Blessing, 
and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honour, and power, be unto our God, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever ! " 

Which will be your place? Would, oh ! would 
that I could prevail upon you to the extent of 
my wishes 1 Think you I overcharge the 
picture ? Then take not my assertions for 
granted ; but examine, and search, and see 
whether these things be so ; whether I have 
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exaggerated the doom of the sinner ; whether 
I have heightened the glory of the saved. 

We pray you in Christ's stead " be ye recon- 
ciled unto God." We '' preach to you Christ 
Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for 
Jesu's sake." 




SERMON IX. 



THE IMPERFECTION OF CUE PRESENT KNOW- 
LEDGE, NO VALID ARGUMENT AGAINST THE 
EQUITY OF GOD. 



' What I do thou knowest not now, but thou 
ahalt know hereafter." 



There is no objection more forcibly urged 
by the subtle unbeliever, there is no objection 
which has more frequently proved a stumbling 
block to the sincere Christian, than God's 
delay in the punishment of sin. But slight, 
but sparing distinction, is often made here be- 
low, between those who seek after God, and 
those who zealously serve Satan : and the con- 
clusion which the thoughtless, and the impe- 
nitent, and the indifferent too often draw, is 
this, — that forasmuch as God does not punish 
sin speedili/, he will never punish it at all. I 
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propose considering the subject this morning', 
by calling your attention, 

I. To THE INFORMATION WHICH WE DE- 
RIVE FROM Scripture, on the subject of 
God's delay in the punishment of sin ; 

ii. to .the conseaoences which would 

HAVE resulted FROM A CONTRARY COURSE; 

and, 

III. To THE PERSONAL APPLICATION OF 

THE Subject. 

May the words of our mouth and the medi- 
tations of our heart be acceptable in thy sight, 
Lord, our strength and our Redeemer ! 

I, In circumstances of difficulty, we natu- 
rally apply to those who we feel have the 
power to help us. When assailed by sickness, 
we anxiously turn to Him who, from his skill 
and experience, we believe able to relieve us. 
When our property is menaced, we eagerly 
pursue their advice whose legal eminence pro- 
mises to avail us. This is true wisdom, with 
respect to the things of time ; and is it not 
wisdom, also, with respect to the momentous 
concerns of Eternity, to turn, in cases of spi- 
ritual difficulty, to God's word, to see what it 
teaches us by precept, and what it warns us by 
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example, and to use what we learn from the 
one and the other, as a light to our feet, and a 
lamp to our paths in our journey through Hfe ? 
Look at which of the attributes of God we will, 
— his justice, his purity, his holiness, — each 
and all tell us that sin cannot fail to be 
exceedingly hateful to him ; and that he will 
mark it with his severe displeasure. This we 
learn as a matter of fair inference ; but what is 
more to our purpose, we are assured of it most 
positively in the words of God himself. 

Revelation tells us expressly, that God will 
punish sin: " The soul that sinneth it shall 
die;" "Wicked doers shall be rooted out;" 
but those that love the Lord, they shall in- 
herit the earth. Sin then shall be pu- 
nished — but WHEN? At that precise mo- 
ment, and under those combined circum- 
stances, which will most conduce to God's 
glory ; to the triumph of the true believer ; 
to the shame and confusion of the wicked 
doer. But, till that precise moment arrives, 
and that combination of circumstances pre- 
sents itself, the great Ruler of the Universe 
permits the sinner, apparently, to be over- 
looked, and his sin forgotten. To this asser- 
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tion, also. Scripture will bear testimony. In- 
stances in point present themselves in almost 
every page. Take the first, that of our great 
progenitor, Adam. Adam disobeyed God ; 
and God irrevocably announced to him that 
be should die. But on pursuing his history, 
we find that this event was postponed for a 
period of upwards of nine hundred years. 
During that long and dreary interval, Adam, 
banished from Paradise, no longer bappy, be- 
cause no longer innocent, and subject to the 
indignation of the Almighty, wandered through 
the earth in sorrow and degradation, procuring 
the sustenance of life by the sweat of his brow. 
But though God's judgment was deferred, 
it was not forgotten. In Jehovah's good time, 
the visible infliction of the threatened punish- 
ment fell upon him ; and has passed upon the 
whole human race, from that awful hour to 
this. For thousands of years the ravages of 
death have successively swept away the gene- 
rations of man; "death has passed upon all, 
for that all have sinned." 

Turn to the case of Moses. Moses dis- 
obeyed, and distrusted God, at the waters of 
Kadesh Barnea. Instead of only speaking to 
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the rock, he smote it twice. God's anger was; 
in consequence, kiudUd against him; and from 
the Almighty's lips the decree went forth, that 
ioto the promised land Moses should never 
enter. Years rolled away; Moses appeared 
fully to enjoy the confidence of his Almighty 
benefactor : when assailed by danger and dif- 
ficulty, God was still his protector : the wan- 
derings of the Israelites were coming to a 
close: but as they were upon the veiy coti/ines 
of Canaan, Moses is commanded by God to go 
up to Mount Nebo, and die. 

Once more. In the Book of Joshua,* we 

find that distinguished leader, on his entrance 

into Canaan, making a vow unto the Gibeon- 

ites, that their nation should not share the 

, fete of others ; but that while the Israelites 

exterminated their idolatrous neighbours, they 

and their fathers should live. It was true this 

compact was obtained by means of falsehood 

and fraud; the Hebrew Leader, nevertheless, 

thought himself bound to respect it ; and while, 

on his discovering their subtlety, he severely 

rebuked them for their craftiness, still he 

■ ventured not to recall his vow. "We have 

I * Joshua ix. 

L 
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sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel ; 
now therefore we must not touch them: we 
will even let them live ; lest wrath be upon us, 
because of the oath which we sware unto 
them." 

No less a period than three hundred years 
elapsed, when Saul, prompted by false zeal, 
slew vast numbers of this very people. Saul 
dies: "no judgment occurs, no question is 
made of it : hut in the days of David there 
was a famine in the land three successive 
years, and God being enquired of, said, ' it 
was for Saul and his bloody house, because they 
slew Ike Gibeomtes.' " * 

Such then are a few out of many instances, 
where God has delayed the punishment of sin ; 
and this delay of punishment, be it remem- 
bered, is infinitely more conformable with the 
Majesty of God, than instant and separate 
vengeance could be upon each individual and 
separate offender. A bad root may be spared 
for a goodly branch that may spring from it, 
and an evil parent for the support of a virtuous 
Bon. Add to this, that the Almighty does 
permit the vicious to remain in this world, to 
" Biahop Hall, 
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answer some great purpose of his own ; to say 
nothing of the numberless instances, in which 
God has made use of wicked men to fulfil the 
purposes of his providence. Besides, and 
beyond all this, endless would be the con- 
fusion, and endless wonld be the sorrows in all 
the various relations of human life, if sin was 
invariably and instantly punished. 

This will appear more clearly, when we 
come to consider, 

II. The consequences of a contrarv 

COURSE. 

Suppose there was no delay of righteous 
retribution, but that in every instance the com- 
mission of sin was met by immediate punish- 
ment : punishment instant in execution, and 
corresponding to the oftence. For example, 
that the prophane blasphemer was arrested in 
the full torrent of his maledictions, and that 
while execration after execration was proceed- 
ing out of his mouth, Almighty God should 
interpose, and deprive him for ever of the 
power of again speaking plainly! Suppose 
that the liar, while his words yet hung upon 
his lips, was struck dumb for the remainder of 
his life; deprived of all future use of the 
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faculty, which he had so grossly abused. 
Suppose that the drunkard was to be doomed 
to continue, during the rest of his existence, in 
that brutish state to which his intemperance 
had reduced him ; that the impure person, as 
he left the haunts of vice, was to find branded 
in burning characters on his brow, "Whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge ; and 
that the infidel, when attempting to convince 
his fellow sinners, that there is no Saviour, no 
fttture state, no eternal punishment,— suppose, 
I say, in the full swing of his sophistries, God 
should lay bare his arm, and strike him dead 
in the midst of his fellows, and thus prove, by 
an open and visible manifestation of his wrath, 
that there is an eternal Sovereign of the Uni- 
verse, who will not give his glory to another ; 
who will not be outraged and defied for ever! 

See you not, my brethren, that then this 
world would cease to be a scene of trial ; that 
the great end of Christ's coming in the flesh 
would be altogether nugatory; that that so- 
lemn injunction of our Redeemer, " Have 
faith in God," would be an empty and un- 
meaning sound 1. That such a system would 
preclude all exercise of faith, of meekness, of 
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patience ? That the assertion, confirmed by 
the experience of all ages, that this world is a 
place of discipline, and this life an interval 
granted to fit and prepare ourselves for Heaven, 
would be phrases utterly destitute and devoid 
of truth, or force, or meaning? 

It could be no place of probation ; it could 
be no state of trial ; God's government would 
be a system of terror; life a period of bondage; 
and the Christian race a fearful, dreary, 
gloomy servitude, not the "glorious liberty of 
the sons of God." 

But some one may say, this argument is not 
conclusive to my mind. I cannot see haw, or 
why, the justice of the Almighty can permit, 
for one hour, the wicked to triumph, or the 
righteous to be oppressed. Pause; array not 
thyself against thy Maker ; turn to the text ; 
there you will find the solution of the dif- 
ficulty — 

" What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter." 

Reflect on the explanation given and the 

Giver. Contrast the workings of a finite mind 

W with those of one that is infinite. Does not 

I every thing around us prove the truth of the 
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Apostle's declaration, that " ive know but in 
part?" We are here in a state of immaturity 
and imperfection. At the very greatest and 
the best, our knowledge is limited, partial, 
and indistinct. Nay, so far from our compre- 
hending the deep mysteries of redemption, or 
being able to fathom the dealings of God with 
fallen man, many even of those natural objects 
which are daily and hourly presented to us, 
we can neither comprehend nor explain. 
Who has been able yet fully to develope the 
theory of the tides ; to account, upon sure 
and satisfactory grounds, for the ceaseless ebb 
and flow of Ocean? Where is the man who 
has found himself equal to lay open those laws 
which govern the course of the wind, or to say 
" whence it cometh, or whither it goeth ?" 

Nay, further ; we are a mystery even to 
ourselves. There are parts of our own con- 
stitution on which science, rapid as are its 
advances, has thrown no light. Who has been 
able to define the seat of the soul, to deter- 
mine its precise situation, where its operation 
commences, and where it terminates? "Alas!" 
said the great Sir Isaac Newton, when con- 
gratulated on the vast acquisitions his power- 
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ful mind had brought to science, " I have been 
gathering a few pebbles, only, on the shore of 
the great ocean of truth !" 

Is this, then, all that philosophy can tell or 
teach us? All. Contrast with this the un- 
limited promises of the Omnipotence: "What 
I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter." 

Yet I quit not the text without begging you 
to notice, 

III. The peksonal beauixg and appli- 
cation OF THE SUBJECT. 

It teaches us the lesson, not only of unquali- 
Jied submission, but of unqualified dependence. 
Its object is to make us lean more upon God, 
and less upon ourselves. And this, as I take 
it, is the very essence of Christianity. No 
one can be a real believer, who does not know 
and feel his own helplessness ; who is not con- 
scious of the necessity, and who does not pray 
for the supply, of divine ghace. 

Toil have prayed, earnestly and unceasingly, 
to God for blessings which he has withheld. 
You have besought him on the bended knee, 
witii uplifted eye, and aching heart, and fal- 
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tering voice, while, not unfrequently, tears, 
which you could not restrain, have burst from 
your overcharged bosom; and still he has 
seemed neither to heed nor to hear your pe- 
tition. Meanwhile your spirit has fainted, 
and your heart waxed desolate ; and you have 
doubted whether God really was the hearer of 
prayer, and why he averted his face from your 
petition? You "shall know hereafter;" you 
shall acknowledge the justice of God's dealings 
with you ; and while you adore his wisdom in 
discerning your true welfare, you shall also 
bless his mercy in denying your prayers. 

From YOU a beloved child has been taken; 
one that promised to be the comfort of your 
life, the prop and staff of your declining years. 
You deem the dispensation a most trying one. 
Such is your feeling fiow. Hereafter God shall 
vindicate his dealings with you. 

Your mind, freed from the delusions and 
passions of the earth, shall be able to appre- 
ciate his fatherly correction ; and, while you 
see your child rejoicing in glory 'mid the 
multitude of the heavenly host, hymns of 
praise will involuntarily burst from your tongue 
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as you joyfully exclaim, " Thou hsist done all 
things well, my Maker, my Redeemer, and 
my God !" 

Fou have lost a kind, affectionate, indulgent, 
husband, and feel yourself left, in straitened 
circumstances, with a young and helpless 
family ; while the treatment of the world 
recals but too frequently to your recollection, 
that you yourself are a widow, and your chil- 
dren fatherless. And often, very often, as a 
sense of your bereavement comes across you, 
you muse on the severity of God's dealings 
towards you ; while your heart, oppressed with 
a feeling of utter desolation, refuses to conceal 
its anguish, and, like Hagar in the wilderness, 
you lift up your voice and weep ! 

Admit that God is a better judge of your real 
welfare than yourself. Behold in this very 
calamity, the means by which he draws you 
and your children into closer and more inti- 
mate dependence upon himself. Recognize in 
it the mode by which he cuts off from you the 
blessings of this world, in order that you lose 
not those of the next. Suppose this gracious 
design fully achieved ; and then lift up the 
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weak hands, and strengthen the feeble knees, 
and anticipate that state where the lip shall 
have no prayer to utter, because the soul shall 
have no blessing to seek ; where parent and 
children shall be eternally united in the king- 
dom of the one great Shepherd, 

You, young Christian, have tost an excellent 
and exemplary mother. You remember her 
on her dying bed ; you recollect how warmly, 
and how fervently, she commended you to the 
protection of her Redeemer, and to the power 
of his grace ; how calmly she met her last 
enemy ; how triumphantly she expressed her 
trust in Jesus. You declare the remembrance 
of that hour will never fade from your memory; 
but, nevertheless, maintain that her loss was, 
to you, irreparable. 

Suppose that her death is, ultimately, the 
means of your final and complete conversion ; 
that though the cares and follies of life may at 
times arrest and engage your attention, still the 
impression of your mother's dying testimony is 
indelible ; and that God, while he removed 
her pure and gentle spirit to the realms of joy 
above, foreknew that her death would accom- 
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plish what her life could not effect, — your full 
and entire, and eternal union with your God ? 

There is nothing, I trust, in any of these 
suppositions unscriptural or improbable. Still 
I do not wish you to adopt all or any one of 
them. But I do wish you to bear the text in 
habitual remembrance ; and to feel the full 
force and beauty of these concluding words, 
"What I do thou knowest not now, but thou 
shalt know hereafter."" 

We are all, — I leave this as my concluding 
observation, — too jirone to look at second causes, 
instead of referring to the first great cause. 
We think too much of events, and their imme- 
diate and proximate causes ; too little of their 
final and eternal results. Let me then recom- 
mend to you, as a ht subject for private reflec- 
tion, the answer of Christ to St. Peter. 
Rightly considered, it will comfort the afflicted ; 
it will strengthen the faint hearted ; it will fix 
the doubtful : it will stimulate the wavering. 
For, however we may be " let and hindered " 
in our spiritual course here below, a period will 
come when we shall view events in their real, 
true, light. And when weighed down by care, 
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or perplexed by diflBculty, how should our 
heart become light, and our hopes ^ be en- 
couraged, when we ponder - over that gracious 
assurance which Christ offers to every true 
believer, as well as to the zealous St. Peter, — 
" What I do thou knowest not now, but thou 
shalt know hereafter." 



SERMON X. 



JONAH. 



Jonah i. vi — " What meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise and 
call upon thy God." 



There was a tradition in no slight estima- 
tion among the Jews, that the manna which 
came down from Heaven, though it was a little 
grain like coriander seed, was pleasant to every 
palate, and nourishing to every frame ; a sup- 
port for the aged, and a balm for the sickly 
and infirm. And in like manner, be our cir- 
cumstances what they may, we shall find in 
Holy Writ examples to which we may turn for 
direction, instruction* and support. 

We shall meet in the history of holy men of 
old, matter to quicken our faith, and animate 
our hopes; to check our presumption, or to 



dissipate our fears ; something, iii a word, 
precisely suited to our case, and calculated to 
carry us onward to that good land, which God 
has promised to those that love him. And it is 
a merciful and wise provision. The most 
watchful and experienced Christian, the most 
sincere and anxious believer, may fall under 
the temptations of the great enemy of souls ; 
and when overtaken by sin, or betrayed into 
error, by the weakness of his faith, or the over- 
whelming burst of his passions, — what, I ask, 
would be his condition, if, in all the histories 
of God's people, he could not discover one who 
had fallen like himself ? He would sink into 
the very depths of despair! But now he may 
contemplate the case of David ; he may listen 
to his humble confession of sin, and his heart- 
rending cries for mercy. He may muse on the 
tears of St. Peter, and dwell, again and again, 
on that lowliest of earthly penitents, who stood 
behind her Saviour, weeping, and did wash his 
feet with her tears, and did wipe them with 
the hair of her head,— and, upon good grounds, 
arrive at the conclusion that though he has 
brought misery and guilt upon his conscience, 
tw?7 !/(-/ there is mercy to be found; and that 
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there is no abyss of crime so A-ep, which God's 
grace cannot reach, and rescue the penitent 
sinner. 

To the truth of these observations the His- 
tory of Jonah, from which my text is taken, 
will bear ample testimony. His cowardice, 
his punishment, his rebellion, and his repent- 
ance, are recorded for our instruction, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come. O ! 
if we would but read the Scriptures regularly, 
and ponder ovc?- and pray to profit bi/ what 
we read, they would still our unholy pas- 
sions, and quiet our anxious feelings, and 
support us in the hour of temptation, aod 
comfort us in the time of sorrow, and lead 
us — even upon Earth— up to the very gates of 
Heaven. 

I crave, then, my brethren, your willing at- 
tention, while I notice, 

I. To WHOM, AND UNDER WHAT CIRCUM- 
STANCES, THE WORDS OF MV TEXT WERE AN- 
NOUNCED ; 

II. Their scope and force, by way of 

PERSONAL AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

Jonah was a singular instance of folly and 
perverseness. He received a commission from 
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God, which he was afraid to fulfil. The Al- 
mighty had commanded him to go to Nineveh, 
the capital of the Assyrian Empire, a very- 
populous and a very profligate city, and to de- 
nounce the vengeance of divine wrath against 
its inhabitants for their manifold iniquities. The 
mandate was clear and express. There could 
be no doubt of the necessity of the warning, 
or of his duty to enforce it. But he refused 
to comply. There are many and very plau- 
sible reasons to be assigned for his adopting 
this course. He might feel a distrust of God, 
and a dread of the consequences. What could 
he expect at Nineveh but enmity, revilings, 
reproaches, imprisonment, — perhaps death ? 
Besides, it did occur to him, by his own 
confession, that if God forbore his threatened 
vengeance, and the ruin of the city was averted 
or delayed, he should be liable to the charge 
of a false Prophet ; and, like many a profess- 
ing Christian of the present day, he balanced 
his own honour, and credit, and safety, against 
the positive commands of God. Whether, 
therefore, from cowardice, dread of personal 
consequences, indolence and inactivity, or the 
combined influence of them all, his unwilling- 
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ness to execute his conimissiun issued, at last, 
in open rebellion, lie resolved to hear ao 
more of these troublesome revelations ; and, 
quitting his former abode, " fled from the 
presence of the Lord." 

"What!" perhaps you will say, "was he 
ignorant that God filleth Heaven and Earth ; 
that his eye is in every place beholding the 
evil and the good ? He might — as a Prophet, 
he must — have known well the mightiness of 
the Master whom he served ; and his conduct, 
in whatever light you view it, is irreligious and 
absurd !" 

True ; but is he the only instance where 
guilty man has wished to flee the presence of , 
his Maker '. How many try to fly from the 
observance of their God ? The libertine, when 
he is planning the ruin of innocence ; the hy- 
pocrite, when, under the mask of religion, and 
in the guise of fair dealing, he is endeavouring 
to overreach his neighbour; the midnight rob- 
ber, who, that he may effect his purpose 
the more surely, courts the deepest shades 
of darkness, in the hope that no eye, human 
or divine, may detect him. Christian brethren, 
it is a fearful sign when God's presence be- 
M 2 
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comes irksome to us. All is not well when 
we would banish him from Creation. Adam, 
when innocent, courted the communion of his 
heavenly friend. But when he had sinned, 
after he had disobeyed God's injunction, and 
yielded to temptation, he hid himself among 
the trees of the garden, and, for the first time, 
felt afraid of, and would fain have fled from, 
the presence of his Maker. 

It was so with Jonah. But God, as a wise 
and tender Father, corrects, by various methods, 
the perverse tempers of his wayward children. 
He willed that a signal and most tremendous 
judgment should recal the disobedient Prophet 
to a sense of his duty, and compel him to feel 
that Jehovah is a Being not to be trifled with, 
but obeyed. He arrives at Joppa ; finds a 
vessel about to sail for Tarshish ; embarks ; 
and, deeming his object attained, and worn with 
his journey, sinks into the deepest slumber. 

But the God whom Jonah had forgotten 
was not unmindful of him ! The Prophet, it 
is true, was on the wide world of waters, but 
still within the reach of his God. A mighty 
tempest arose ; the raging billows beat against 
the vessel as if impatient for their prey; and 
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the mariners were all filled with consternation 
and amazement, awaiting instant death ; all 
but Jonah. He had sunk down by the side 
of the vessel ; had lulled his conscience to 
rest, and lay buried in slumber ; till the ship- 
master aroused him to prayer, and to a sense 
of his danger, by this heart stirring sentence, 
" What meanest thou, O sleeper 1 arise, and call 
upon thi) God." 

What a lesson, what a reproof do these 
words convey ? What meanest thou, O slug- 
gard, by this apathy? While thy life is at 
the mercy of the elements, and the deep yawns 
asunder to swallow thee up, arouse thee from 
thy lethargy, shake off the spirit of slumber! 
Art thou prepared to die ? Is existence no- 
thing to thee ? Behold, Eternity is near. 
Arise, and call upon thy God. 

For the present, I shall not pursue the his- 
tory of Jonah further : but keeping the pre- 
cise words of the text full in view, notice, 

II. — Their scope and force, bv way of 

PERSONAL AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

Brethren, he must have looked at life through 
a strange medium, who does not perceive that 
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thousands are living on in a state of the most 
callous indifference to the awful reahties of 
another world. I make this assertion broadly 
and plainly : and I do not desire to retract one 
single particle of the accusation M'hich it im- 
plies. Regard mankind in the mass. Ob- 
serve them ; mix with them ; talk to them ; 
and say whether men are, in general, "awake" 
on the subject of Religion ? Does it engage 
their thoughts, give a tone to their couversa- 
tion, animate their pursuits, influence their 
actions ? But little reflection is required to 
reply to this question. Regard the men of 
the world. See how they plan, and struggle, 
and strive ! Some following one object, some 
another, One solely intent on gaining money; 
another entirely devoted to the pursuit of plea- 
sure ; a third, panting after fame and honour ; 
see them emulating, envying, struggling, con- 
tending with each other, but all agreeing in 
this one point ; to advance their own interests, 
to attain the coveted object of their ambition 
to rise in the world. And, in the interim, 
what place is assigned to Religion ? This, 
this is the state so fatal to the best interests of 
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the soul. It is the sleep of the spiritual slug- 
gard. Busied about trifles, he overlooks the 
vast concerns of Eternity ; and extravagantly 
solicitous about that which perisbetb, is utterly 
indifferent to the welfare of that which can 
never die. 

Now, I say that the man of the world is a 
DREAMER. You would think that man mad, 
who would attach greater importance to a 
dream, than to the actual realities of life ; who, 
instead of attending to his own proper avoca- 
tions, would spend his whole morning in relat- 
ing his dreams ; and, in lieu of devoting bis 
time and his eaergies to his own business, 
would stand detailing to neighbour after neigh- 
bour the empty visions of the night ; and yet 
his conduct would be to the full as rational as 
theirs who are so entirely engrossed by the 
affairs of this world, as to pay no attention to the 
interests of the next. A dream may agitate or 
comfort; it may console or it may terrify ; but, 
in either case, we regard it with utter indiffer- 
ence, — and why t Because it so soon passes away. 
And does not life soon pass away ? Its hopes, 
and its pleasures, do they not pass away ? 
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Its plans and its prospects, its joys and its sor- 
rows, do they not, each id their turn, disap- 
pear, and give place to Eternity ? He, then, 
who fixes all his attention on what is seen and 
temporal, unmindful of that which hourly 
presses onward, — the unseen and eternal, — 
who fancies he is busily and usefully em- 
ployed while, in truth, he is devoted only to 
trifles ; that man, (no matter what may be his 
worldly appellation,) his real me is a dreamer. 
Let me fortify my assertion by Scripture. 
Listen to one of the most striking of our 
Saviour's parables. Hear the rich man saying 
to his soul, after a lengthened contemplation 
of his worldly possessions, " Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years : take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry." This man was 
a dreamer. His eyes were closed to the great 
concerns of Eternity, the only concerns which 
will repay the attention of an immortal Being. 
He had given the reins to his imagination ; and 
was rioting in the idea that there was some- 
thing substantially good in these possessions, 
and that he should enjoy them for many, very 
many years. But, from this dream, he was 
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rudely awakened. In the midst of his plans 
and projects of enjoyment, God interposed, and 
said, " Thou fool ! this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee : then, whose shall those 
things be which thou hast provided." 

But, perhaps, some may say, " this we can- 
not deny. We admit that our life is a dream ; 
but what then, if the dream be a pleasant 
one? My life runs smoothly along. I am in 
independent circumstances. I want for no- 
thing. I have many friends and more com- 
panions. Youth, and health, and strength, all 
are on my side; my dream of life, if so you 
choose to call it, is a very pleasant one indeed ; 
and why should I be disturbed?" 

Granted: and if the dream were to last for 
EVER, my argument must be abandoned, and 
my lips irrevocably sealed. But will this state 
of things endure ? Is youth to last for ever ? 
Are you never to feel the advances of old age ? 
Have you procured an exemption from disease ? 
Are you never to taste the cup of affliction; and 
death, while he lays his icy hand on all around, 
is he ever to spare you ? 

You have read the parable of Dives, in the 
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sixteenth chapter of St. Luke? His argument 
was the same as yours. He was one of those 
whom ali went well with ; who thought life a 
delicious dream, from which he cared never to 
be awakened; for he "was clothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every 
day." But note the sequel ; and see, first, 
whether his dream of life, being of so pleas^lnt 
a description, proved any bar to its termina- 
tion ; and, secondly, whether the blessings he 
had received from God, and abused, did not 
serve to aggravate his punishment. What 
saith Scripture? "The soul that sinneth it 
shall die." Than Jesus Christ, of Nazareth, 
" there is none other name under Heaven, given 
among men, whereby we must be saved." 
"No man cometh unto the Father but by me."* 
In these three sentences you have the penalty 
of sin, the remedy provided, and the access to 
glory revealed. 

Every sinner must either flee from the wrath 
to come, or feel its weight. We admit this life 
to be a period of probation, a state of trial : 
now what can be said of that person, who, at 
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the close of his life, is no nearer Heaven than 
when he 6r8t entered it ; has made no percep- 
tible progress in his preparation for eternity, 
since the period he first heard the Gospel 



But God, who is rich in mercy, hatU not 
left us to perish. By the denunciations of his 
word, by the warnings of bis spirit, by the 
voice of his messengers, he speaks, so clearly 
and so loudly, as to pierce the ear of the 
sleeper, and to overcome even the deafness of 
despair. It is he who says, " Arise and call 
upon thy God." O ! hear the gracious exhor- 
tation. Be obedient to your heavenly Master — 
hear, and awake ! 

I know there are those who harden their 
hearts against Christ ; who are said to be past 
feeling, having their conscience seared with a 
hot iron. Is there such an one before me ? 
To him I would say,^ — you are living upon the 
chafice that the Gospel is false ; that there is 
no hereafter ; that Jesus was an impostor ; 
that his disciples were enthusiasts. Suppose 
it should turn out that the Gospel is true ; 
that there is such a place as Hell ; such tor- 
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ments as eternal fires ; could you then rectify 
your mistake ? And if not, think of the alter- 
native ? Were the Saviour you despise to 
summon you this night, ere you close your 
eyes in sleep, to his bar, and convince you, 
by agonizing experience, of the truth of his 
mission, and of the reality of his threatenings, 
think you it would avail to plead the sincerity 
of your unbelief, as a bar to your condemna- 
tion ? And if not, awake, deluded sinner, 
from thy state of insensibility and unbelief: 
lose not a moment in calling upon God. Lest, 
awakened by the fires which burn for the im- 
penitent, you, at length, lift up your eyes in 
those torments which will forbid your ever 
closing them again ! 

Lastly: a word to those — and such there dre, 
I trust, around me — who have been awakened 
from this state ; and are zealously, but humbly 
endeavouring to live to their God. 

To you, brethren, I may say, "Arise, shine, 
for thy light is come." Let it be your daily 
prayer to that blessed Spirit, who has brought 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light, 
that he will carry on and complete the great 
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work which he has begun in your soul. Re- 
member, you cannot call upon your God too 
frequently or too earnestly. His ears are ever 
open to the supplications of the righteous ; 
and, if in sorrow and suffering, he assuredly 
will hear their cry, and will help them. Above 
all, forget not what you owe to Jesus ; that 
to Him you are indebted for all you have; all 
you hope for ; and all you will ever enjoy. 
And, as listlessness in the mind, like lethargy 
in the body, is best cured by motion and exer- 
cise ; so, when the temptations and cares of 
the world are creeping upon you, and its plea- 
sures are beginning to lull you to slumber 
how can you better vanquish and disarm the 
enemy than by prayer or meditation ; by en- 
gaging in some work of piety towards God, or 
some exercise of active benevolence towards 
man ? 

Thus fighting the good fight of faith; thus 
evidencing your faith by your works; thus com- 
bining holy watchfulness with unshaken hope ; 
when the dream of life is past, and the 
realities of Eternity appear, the Archangel's 
trumpet will arouse you from your slumber, 
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and the voice of your Redeemer will call you 
to your reward. But the summons, ah, how dif- 
ferent! It will be no longer — ** What meanest 
thou, O sleeper, arise, and call upon thy God;" 
but ** Arise, true and faithful believer, enter 
into the joy of thy Lord." 



SERMON XI. 



HARVEST. 

Matthew xiii. 39. — " The Reapers are the angels." 



The season of harvest is, generally, the 
season of joy. To witness the spreading 
plain and the sheltered valley, yellow with 
waving corn ; to gaze on the fields around us, 
about to yield a return to the labours of the 
husbandman, and to crown his hopes with an 
abundant produce ; to hear, mellowed by dis- 
tance, the cheerful shout of *' Harvest Home ;" 
to meet in the still hour of evening that motley 
band, whose province it is to ** gather up the 
fragments that remain, so that nothing be lost,'' 
returning home laden with the gleanings of the 
day, — these, these are images of peace, and 
tranquillity, and happiness, on which a well 
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disposed mind cannot fail to dwell with feel- 
ings of benevolent satisfaction. 

Nor should the season of Harvest be the 
season of joy only. It should also be the 
season of gratitude. When God restored the 
world after the flood, he entered into covenant 
■with Noah, and through him with ail mankind. 
By this covenant God promised that he would 
no more curse the ground for man's sake ; but 
that while the earth remained, seed time and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night, should not cease. And every 
returning season for gathering in the fruits of 
the earth, is a fresh fulfilment of the promise, 
affords additional evidence of Jehovah's un- 
changing faithfulness, and perpetual mindful- 
ness of his Covenant. 

We are at this time,* my Brethren, receiving 
the gifts, experiencing the mercies, and wit- 
nessing the faithfulness of our Almighty Bene- 
factor. Those amongst us, who fear the Lord, 
will not be unmindful of their duty at the 
present season ; will not withhold from him 
their hearty tribute of grateful praise. Whe- 
ther the present harvest be more or less pro- 
■ Preached in the autumn of 1829. 



LI 



ess pro- J 



duetive tliaii some of its predecessors ; whe- 
ther the crops be more or less abundant than 
those we can remember in former years, or the 
weather less propitious than usual at this 
anxious season, are points on which I am averse 
to dwell. My object is to teach a lesson of 
thankfulness; my aim is to impress the heart. 
The ejaculation I would prompt in every 
bosom is, " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me bless his holy name.'" 

Common mercies are apt to be overlooked 
by us from that very circumstance ; and the 
gifts of the Harvest are too often received with 
indifference and unthankfulness, from their 
regular and stated recurrence. We gather 
them and enjoy them, as if " the might of our 
hand had gotten us this wealth." We call 
them our own, and forget the bounteous Donor 
from whom they freely flow ; and hence, in- 
stead of being contented with the portion 
allotted to us, and thankful for it, we too often 
repine in our hearts, and murmur with our 
when our souls ought to overflow with 
gratitude, and our tongues with praise. 

For this state of feeling, I know of one, and 
only one, corrective : and that is, to contrast 
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God's blessings with our deserts ; to compare 
how much he has given, with how little we 
have deserved. How abundant are his gifts! 
How manifold are our transgressions ! Bre- 
thren, has he ever dealt with us after our 
SINS? Has he ever rewarded us according 

TO OUR INIQUITIES ? 

We have always been a favoured uation. If 
ever a people could say " the Lord has been 
our defence and our shield ; " if ever a people 
-could say " God is on our side, we will not 
fear what man can do unto us," we are that 
people. But why has God thus favoured us; 
thus supported, thus protected us ? As war- 
like England ? as wealthy England ? or as 
commercial England ? No: but as Christian 
England ; as a nation distinguished for her 
efforts to civilize and evangelize the world ; as 
a nation that freely circulates the word of 
God ; that sends forth yearly her missionaries 
to convert and emancipate those who groan in 
a bondage, and are enchained by a slavery, of 
all others the most afflicting and the most 
oppressive, — the slavery of ignorance, and the 
bondage of sin. 

Brethren, I would have you mindful that 
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national religion is the foundation of national 
prosperity. A pious people cannot fail to be 
a prosperous people. And as the Almighty 
does hate and punish sin, in the case of indi- 
viduals, so does he, also, in that of nations. 
Why did God spare Nineveh, after he had 
denounced its total overthrow ? Because the 
Ninevites, one and /\ll, from the least 
EVEN UNTO THE GEEATEST, repented, in sack- 
cloth and ashes, of their sins, cried mightily 
unto the Lord, and turned than from their 
evil ways. 

Upon what plea did Abraham intercede for 
guilty Sodom? That of the faith and truth of 
some of its inhabitants. And that plea was 
one which God recognised and allowed. 
" Peradventure there be ten righteous found 
there ?" " I will not destroy it for ten's sake." 
Cherish, then, good men. View those who 
love, and serve, and obey God, as the best 
bulwarks of the state. For wherever a man is 
active, and earnest, and alive in his Christian 
profession, dares openly to serve God, and is 
neither afraid nor ashamed to stand up avow- 
■ edly for the interests of his cause, and the 
B honour of his name; in the self same degree 
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is that man contributing to the stability, 
and the prosperity, and the security of his 
country. Hear the words of Solomon : — 
" Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but sin is 
a reproach to any people." 

Be this, then, the first of our duties, nation- 
ally and individually, as men and as Christians, 
that we welcome the season of harvest with 
gratitude ; that we bless God for his goodness, 
for his patience, for his beneficence, for his 
forbearance ; that the language of the lip and 
the language of the heart be the same ; and 
that that language be this — " Praise the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all his benefits," 

But, besides being a season of joy and a 
season of gratitude, it should he more. The 
season of harvest ought to be a season of 
reftection. 

In a religious and contemplative mind, Har- 
vest will always be connected by certain asso- 
ciations with an event the most solemn, the 
most awful, the most important, that can befal 
an immortal being ;— the general Judgment. 
It is scarcely possible, as we turn over the 
pages of our Bible, to avoid being startled by 
the constant references made to it, um 
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similitude of Harvest, and by the manner in 
which, as such, it is figured out to our compre- 
hension , 

The parable of the tares— it occurs a few 
verses preceding the text — aptly displays to us 
the confused manner in which, iu this imper- 
fect state of being, the good are blended with the 
bad ; the formal hypocrite with the sincere Chris- 
tian ; the wanton scoffer with the convinced 
believer. Is this jarring and disjointed state 
of things to last for ever ? No. "Let both," 
says the Lord of the Harvest, "grow together 
until the Harvest : and in the time of Harvest 
I will say to the reapers, gather ye together 
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
bum them ; but gather the wheat into my 
barn." 

The same metaphor is found in St. Mark.* 
There, in reference to the " kingdom of God," 
we find the Saviour saying to his disciples, 
that " when the fruit is brought forth, he (God) 
putteth in the' sickle, because the harvest is 
come." 

The same solemn idea presents itself in Rev. 

xiv. 15., where, in reference to the final day 

* Chap. iv. 29. 
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of reckoning, we find this command given to 
the destroying angel, — "Thrust in thy sickle 
and reap ; for the harvest of the Earth is ripe.'" 
But — what is still more to my purpose — in the 
passage from which the text is taken, the me- 
taphor is most clearly and fully developed. 
We have there the Saviour himself, expound- 
ing a parable to his disciples : and, in the 
course of that exposition, declaring that "the 
Harvest is the end of the world, and the 
reapers are the angels." 

Christian Brethren, for this event so pre- 
figured, so insisted ou, are we preparing ? 
Are we living with a view to Eternity ? What 
is the standard by which we regulate our 
actions ? Do we ever anticipate how they 
will ultimutdy appear to us ? In entering 
upon any important enterprise, or deter- 
mining upon any peculiar line of conduct, 
do we ever submit it, previously, to this test, 
and ask of our own heart — "how will this affect 
wjy ETERNAL WELFARE ? Shall I dare to own 
my present motives, or avow my projected un- 
dertaking in the day of JudgmentV 

Not — will it tend to my secular interest ? 
not — will it promote my present advantage ? 
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not — will it advance me in the eye of man ? 
But what will be its operation, its effect, when 
I stand as a trembling criminal before the tri- 
bunal of Christ ? 

These, then, are the feelings, thoughts, as- 
sociations, with which we would have you 
view the present season. From objects seen 
and temporal, carry up your thoughts to those 
which are unseen and eternal. From what is, 
at best, perishing and unsubstantial, elevate 
your views to that state which will endure for 
ever. 

Gaze upon the fields, " white already to 
harvest," and ask thyself, aged Christian, am 
I prepared for my final change ? Do I so live 
as to encourage the hope that " I shall come to 
my grave in full age," ripe and matured for 
Heaven, "as a shock of corn cometh in, in bis 
season." See the chaff winnowed from the 
wheal, and scattered to the winds, thou 
thoughtless and impenitent trifler, and in it 
behold an emblem of thy fate. Thus shall the 
wicked be summarily severed from the just, 
and driven to never-ending punishment, by the 
blast of God's displeasure. Cheer thee amid 
thy sorrows, bereaved and drooping mourner. 
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and, as thou gazest on tlie face of Nature, 
bethink thee for thy comfort, that " they who 
sow in tears, shall reap in joy." Dwell upon 
the promises, afflicted and faint hearted Chris- 
tian, recal thy Redeemer's sufferings, and stay 
thee upon thy God. He may try thee; he 
may prove thee ; he may sift thee as wheat ; 
but his tenderness is equal to his majesty : 
and, if his attributes be fearful, fathomless is 
his love. His tender mercy, if thou trust in 
him, shall bear thee up, though the winds of 
adversity may gather, and the billows of aflflic- 
tion rage around thee. "He knoweth whereof 
we are made ;" and 'mid his severest chastise- 
ments " remembereth that we are but dust." 
By affliction he may sift thee, to use the words 
of the prophet Amos, like as corn is sifted in a 
sieve : still not one, — no, not one good man 
shall perish ; for "not a grain shall be lost."* 

Fellow Christians ! we press upon you the 
solemnity of the day of judgment, the cer- 
tainty of its approach, the scrutiny which will 
then be made, — and why ? Because the con- 
sequences of that day are irretrievable. "We 
may sigh over the desolations of an earth- 
* Amos, Chap, ix, S 
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quake; we may think of mouldering cities,— 
of Babylon the great, and Rome the powerful, 
and mourn over the strange havoc that laid 
them low : but what are mined cities to a ruined 
soul? The flaming temple at Jerusalem is said 
to have forced tears from the eyes of its 
Heathen conqueror : but what was the fall even 
of that splendid structure compared with the 
everlasting destruction of an undone sinner? 
The Lord would not so much as stretch forth 
his arm to save the one. He sent his only 
begotten son to the cross to redeem the 
other."* 

These, then, are the reasons, pressing and 
unanswerable, for which we urge you to think 
of, and prepare for, that final consummation of 
all things ; that harvest of which the reapers 
are the angels ; that harvest in which the 
wheat will be separated from the tares ; that 
harvest at which the good shall be gathered 
into God's granary, while the chaff shall be 
burnt with unquenchable fire. 
* Bradley. 





INTKODUCTORY. 

When we are told, on the one hand, that 
" there is much Popery in the Church of Eng- 
land;" when J. K. L. declares, on the other, that, 
in the Protestant Church there are " the mere 
shadows of sacrameats," and that those are 
slurred over in a manner which proves that 
they who administer them " are aware of their 
emptiness and insufficiency ;" when, as it has 
been well remarked, by a keen and competent 
observer," a clergyman is watched by many 
eyes, is assayed by a high standard, is con- 
trasted with others of his own profession, 
confided in, resorted to, or neglected, in a very 
marked and distinguishable manner; when his 
industry, his morals, his acquirements, his 
command of temper, his purity, his address 
in the sick room, what he projects, and what 
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he actually, accomplishes, are closely can- 
vassed, both by friends and enemies :"* — all 
these remarks should operate as mementoes 
to increased vigilance on our part, should 
generate additional circumspection, diligence, 
industry and exertion. 

Now certainly the service of baptism does 
not unfrequcntly receive " hard measure." It 
is often rapidly read, unceremoniously cur- 
tailed, and irreverently administered. I have 
been present when the solemn questions ad- 
dressed to sponsors have been so rapidly re- 
peated, as to preclude the possibility of the 
parties replying to them, had they been so 
disposed ; while the closing exhortation to 
godfathers and godmothers has been omitted 
altogether. 

Now, if a rite be worth being performed at 
all, it is worth being performed well. Besides, 
why treat with appareni unconcern, — for no 
clergyman can reallif mean to slight it, — a 
sacrament so specially enjoined by Christ, 
and to which such blessings are annexed? 

What follows as the inevitable consequence? 
This : vx defeat our own purpose. " That can- 
• Charge delJverett to the Officialty of Durham, 1828-1829. 
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not be of much moment," our auditors argue, 
*' which the minister himself passed over so 
lightly, and carelessly, and rapidly. He evi- 
dently thought it an unmeaning, common- 
place, collection of sentences, and why should 
we view it in a different light?" Now, what- 
ever has a tendency to lower the Church in 
the eyes of the people, either as to her doc- 
trines or discipline, should be studiously de- 
precated. In a clergyman, it amounts to 
nothing less than a breach of his ordination 
vows. By them he solemnly bound himself 
to be an advocate, a defender of the Protestant 
Church of Christ, as established by the laws of 
that land in which he lives. If he does not 
defend, he may betray. He who undermines 
the foundation of the citadel is a deeper traitor 
than he who openly assails it. 

Moreover, how caa we expect sponsors to 
pei-form their duty, (and to my mind theirs is 
not only a most sacred and most important 
office, but one, with the due discharge of 
which the salvation of their adopted children 
in Christ, more particularly if they btcornc 
orphans, may be closely connected,) unless 
we announce it to them, and, by our manner, 
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give it that weight to which it is entitled, and 
which the framers of our services most as- 
suredly meant it should have t 

I make these observations in no captious, 
churlish spirit, I would have the Church — 
more especially in times like the present — 
take that high ground which she is entitled 
to occupy, from the purity and spirituality of 
her services; and her ministers to defy obser- 
vation as to the mode and manner in which 
they perform them. It is, I am persuaded, 
by so doing ; by administering this solemn and 
scriptural rite as it ought to be administered, 
and as it was meant to be administered ; by 
making its importance, benefits, and results 
not unfrequently the subjects of pulpit exhor- 
tation, that we should bring our people to un- 
derstand and appreciate it. 

We should then have greater devotion shown 
by those who witness it, greater thankfulness 
by those who bring their children to partake of 
it ; not that cold, callous, insensible demea- 
nour, which chills the heart and feelings of a 
Minister, and which led a lady from India to 
observe to one who little thought, at that mo- 
ment, he himself should be called to the Indian 
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Episcopacy only to sink, in a few months, 
under the appalling weight of its labours ! — 
" Those heartless creatures ! They know not 
its blessings. They are insensible of its value, 
its comfort, its worth. In India, — that land of 
spiritual famine, cut off from all communion 
with the Church, debarred from all participa- 
tion in its rites and ordinances, and even the 
presence of one of its ministers, — what would 
I have given to have had my little ones, ere 
they were torn, one by one, from me by death, 
enrolled in Christ's fold by holy lips, and dedi- 
cated to Him, as these have been, in baptism ! 
Alas ! We know not the blessing of religious 
ordinances, till we can no longer partake of 
them, or are for ever withdrawn from the reach 
of their warning, efficacy, and unction." 
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Acts x. 31. 47. 48. — " Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and 
thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God ;'* — 

" Can any man forbid water, that these should not be bap- 
tised which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we ? 

*' And he commanded them to be baptised in the name of the 
Lord." 



The life of a devout and holy man cannot be 
read without pleasure, or reflected upon with- 
out improvement. Cornelius was both. He 
was a devout man, for he " feared God with all 
his house." He was a holy man, for ** he gave 
much alms to the people, and prayed to God 
alway." The prayers and piety of this vir- 
tuous Gentile were not rejected by that gra- 
cious Being to whom they were directed. On 
the contrary, a special message was vouchsafed 
to impart to him, that his prayers and alms had 
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met with acceptance in the Courts of Heaven, 
and to prepare him for his approaching recep- 
tion within the pale of the visible Church. 

The importance of the message, and of the 
events which it preceded, will best appear if 
we consider, 

I. Who CoKNELius was ; 

II. "What he became ; and 

III. The important doctrine connected 

WITH HIS HISTORY. 

And may He who, both by precept and ex- 
ample, enforced the benefits and the blessings 
of Baptism, give us grace to fulfil our Bap- 
tismal vow; enable us, "continually, to mor- 
tify all our evil and corrupt affections," con- 
firm our good resolutions, strengthen our faith, 
and perfect our obedience ! 

I. When Judsea became subject to the 
Roman yoke, it was found necessary to over- 
awe, by a military force, the motions of the 
restless and turbulent Jews, ever burning to 
free themselves from foreign dominion. For 
this end, bands of soldiers were thrown into 
Palestine, drawn up at different stations, under 
Roman controul. Of one of these, placed at 
Cesarea, a town distant about seventy miles 
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from Jerusalem, Cornelius was Centurion, a 
rank corresponding to that of Captain in our 
armies. It appears, however, that though born 
a heathen, he had, either from his intercourse 
with the Jews, or by his own personal en- 
quiries, so far arrived at just notions of re- 
ligion, as to worship none but the Supreme 
Invisible Jehovah, the sole Creator and sup- 
porter of Heaven and Earth. He was, proba- 
bly, one of those who are elsewhere called 
"proselytes of the gate;" that is, not circum- 
cised and complete Jews, but conversant with 
the general principles of true religion, the 
knowledge of God, and a Saviour who was to 
come ; and permitted to attend and offer up 
their devotions in the outer court of the temple, 
at the time of sacrifice. 

But be this as it may, his religion was not a 
mere abstract, it was an influential principle. 
His views were bounded, it is true ; but, so 
far as his light extended, he was a sincere and 
an active believer. He was sincere, for he 
was not content with cherishing himself a re- 
verence for Jehovah, and evincing an earnest 
desire to please Him, but he took care to en- 
force these principles among those whom his 
example would influence, and his opinions im- 
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press. He carried his belief along with him 
into all the social relations of life. He bore it 
with him into the bosom of his family. " He 
feared God with all his house." His belief 
was, moreover, an operative principle. It led 
him to imitate that noble attribute of Deity^ 
boundless benevolence. And thus, while he 
" prayed to God alway," he also " gave much 
alms to the people." It is in this manner. 
Christian brethren, that the connection so often 
insisted upon between faith and works, is 
evidenced and exemplified. Because, in the 
religion of the Bible, — and all other is value- 
less, — there is no single article of faith which 
does not immediately lead to a corresponding 
improvement in practice. 

Upon such a pious and charitable character, 
God's blessing could not fail to descend. A 
glorious messenger was permitted to visit him. 
A signal distinction was specially awarded him. 
Notice therefore, 

II. What Cornelids became. 

He became the first Gentile Proselyte to the 
Gospel. He was the first who instanced in his 
own person, that the partition between Jew and 
Gentile was broken down for ever ; that God was 
no longer a respecter of persons; that Chris- 
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tianity was meant by its gracious founder to be 
the religion of all men, without distinction of 
country, or birth, or kindred ; and that all 
who sincerely embrace the doctrines, and sub- 
mit to the terms of the Gospel, may, through 
the merits of their Kedeemer, attain everlasting 
life. But to understand this, some little reca- 
pitulation is necessary. 

Our Lord had declared, during the course of 
his ministry, that he was " not sent but to the 
lost sheep of the House of Israel.'"* From this 
statement, many of the first teachers of Chris- 
tianity had inferred that Israelites only were to 
be saved. Instances of this persuasion on their 
part, present themselves in various passages of 
the Sacred Writings. This is one. " They 
which were scattered abroad upon the persecu- 
tion that arose about Stephen, travelled as far as 
Phoenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching 
the word to 7ione but unto the Jews only."* 

Of this limited belief, and, by a necessary 
consequence, limited line of preaching, an all- 
sufficient and undeniable refutation was about 
to be given. The Gentiles were to be called 
into the covenant of grace ; were to be per- 
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mitted to have an equal share with the Jews 
in the blessings of Revelation : and to Corne- 
lius was granted the distinction of being the 
individual in whom this glorious behest was to 
be first realised. 

While engaged in communion with his God, 
a spirit, from the regions of the blest, announced 
to him that his prayers and his alms had not 
been unheeded by the Eternal, and instructed 
him in the measures he should adopt for becom- 
ing "wise unto salvation." "And now send 
men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose 
surname is Peter : he shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest to do." He was not " disobedient to 
the heavenly vision." To St. Peter, in the 
meantime, was vouchsafed an extraordinary 
revelation, by which he also learnt that, hence- 
forth, there was to be no distinction between 
Jew and Gentile ; that, though the former were 
the "firstborn," the latter were, nevertheless, 
to be welcomed into the Church of God, ad- 
mitted to the full enjoyment of its privileges, 
and complete participation in its blessings. 

While St. Peter was yet engaged in the con- 
sideration of the meaning of his vision, and was 
meditating on the probable extension of the 




Gospel message, messengers arrive from Cor- 
nelius. He scruples not to accompany them, 
or to comply with the Centurion's humble, yet 
anxious, desire to learn how he might be saved. 

Satisfied as to the sincerity of Cornelius, the 
Apostle opens to him the character of Christ, 
and preaches to him, and to his family, fully 
and faithfully, the main doctrines of Salvation. 
The consequences of that preaching, were most 
momentous. The Holy Ghost came visibly 
upon Cornelius, and all who were with him ■ 
and St, Peter, justly concluding that it was im- 
perative on him to admit to all the benefits of 
church membership, one who so evidently en- 
joyed the favour and protection of Heaven, im- 
mediately administered baptism to all present. 

III. — More might be said on the narrative 
of this extraordinary transaction, for every part 
of it is full of meaning ; but I choose rather 
to direct your attention to one particular point 
connected with the conversion of CorneHus, im- 
portant to us as Christians, and most interest- 
ing to uB as Churchmen. It is this. There is 
not, in the whole New Testament, a more 
striking proof than is here given of the great 
importance of the Christian Sacrament of bap- 
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tism. I know, in this our day of unreserved 
discussion, it is too frequently esteemed a mere 
empty rite, proper enough, indeed, because it 
is customary, but nothing more. I know it is 
by too many regarded as an obsolete and un- 
meaning ceremony. Is it so, or is it not? On 
what authority does it stand ? any or none ? 

The highest authority in the Christian world 
is that of Christ. He has not left this rite op- 
tional with us. He has commanded it, and he 
has blessed it. " Go ye," said he to his eleven 
disciples, and in them to their successors to the 
end of the world — " Go ye, and teach all na- 
tions, baptising them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Do 
you ask whether he meant to have this rite 
considered of seconda?y, or as of essential impor- 
tance ? Hear him declaring to the stewards of 
his mysteries, " He that believeth, and is bap- 
tised, shall be saved." Would you ascertain 
the Apostle's opinion respecting it ? Hear 
them declaring to the restless multitude, anxi- 
ous and inquisitive as to what they should do— 
" Repent and be baptised every one of you, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, for the remission of 
sins." Do you ask whether the ordinance 



L 



^ 




BAPTISM. ]g9 

may, or may not, be safely dispensed with ? 
Hear the Redeemer, himself, declaring to the 
wavering Nicodemus, " Except a man be born 
of water and the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.'" 

Now, not to mention that any thing which 
is, — as I have shown you, — so expressly com- 
manded by Christ himself, as baptism, cannot 
be a matter of little moment, I would, more- 
over, beg you to "remember that if, in the 
case before us, a case in which the persons 
converted were visibly favoured with the glo- 
rious gift of the Holy Ghost ; if, in such a 
case, the rite of baptism could mt be dispensed 
with, it ill becomes us to speak of that rite as if it 
were a trifle"* 

The Redeemer strictly enjoined baptism, 
annexed a blessing to it, was himself bap- 
tised ; and when these facts are considered, 
I cannot but account him a very ignorant, or 
a very infatuated man, who ventures to speak 
in slighting language of a rite so sacred. Yet 
mistake me not as wishing to overrate the 
value of baptism, or as meaning, for one in- 
stant, to affirm that every baptised person 
' Gleig. 
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will be saved. Far otherwise. What I assert, 
and assert confidently, is this,— that without 
baptism we are no more members of Christ's 
flock, than Cornelius was a member of the 
primitive Christian Church before St. Peter 
called for water, and baptised him. But when 
we are thus made heirs of salvation, let us 
never, ray brethren, forget that we are only 
placed in the high road ; that we are but en- 
tering on the Christian race ; that our journey 
towards Heaven is but commencing ; and that 
it depends wholly and solely upon the use or 
abuse of the means of grace bestowed on us, 
how that race will be rewarded, and where 
that journey will terminate. If we act con- 
trary to our baptismal vow ; if, instead of re- 
nouncing, we cling to " the Devil and all his 
works ;" if, instead of mortifying all our evil 
and corrupt affections," we give the reins to 
appetite, sloth, and sensuality ; if, instead of 
striving " daily to advance in all virtue and 
godliness of living," we quit the narrow path 
that leadeth unto life, as often as temptation 
invite us out of it; it were worse than folly 
to expect that our mere baptism will avail us, 
will save us from the wrath of God, or exempt 
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us from eternal punishment. But if we run 
■with patience the race that is set before us ; 
if, remembering that we " are not our own, 
but bought with a price," we strive to live to 
Him who is the Founder of our faith, our 
Deliverer, and our Ransom ; if, conscious of 
our own weakness and infirmity, we earnestly 
entreat the aid of God's Holy Spirit, to enable 
us to fulfil our baptismal vows, and to keep 
ever in view our baptismal profession,- — true 
penitents on earth, we shall be more than con- 
querors in Heaven. 

I have dwelt on these points with the 
greater earnestness, because he must have 
lightly regarded the passing controversies of 
the age, who is not aware that, on the one 
hand there are those who divest the rite of 
every thing spiritual, either in its bearing or 
results, and view it as a mere formal legal 
ceremony ; and those, again, who regard it as 
a sort of viaticum, and hold their baptism to 
be a sure and certain passport to the glories 
of the faithful Christian. 

Now, to the first I would say, " You are not 
sensible of the value of the blessing you possess. 
The regularity with which, in this land of sab- 
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baths and Gospel privileges, the sacraments 
are administered, and the facility with which 
participation in them may be procured, have 
deadened your feelings of gratitude for their 
occurrence, and diminished your sense of their 
importance. But were you banished to a land 
where no sabbaths are statedly hallowed, and no 
sacraments duly administered ; were chance or 
circumstances to doom you to a protracted 
sojourn in that debased and distant country on 
which the rays of true religion have at length 
begun to beam with steady, though partial, 
lustre, you would then understand their feel- 
ings, who labour under " a famine of the word 
of God," and a total cessation of religious or- 
dinances. " I met," — I quote from the journal 
of that devoted and distinguished Indian Pre- 
late, who, by one of those mysterious dispen- 
sations which seem commissioned, at inter- 
vals, to warn and admonish the Church of 
God, has been summoned, in the full meri- 
dian of his powers, and at the very zenith of 
his usefulness, to his repose and his reward,— 
" I met to-day a lady who had been several 
years at Nusseerabad, and who, during seven 
years of her statf in India had never seen a 
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clergyman, or had one apportunity of going to 
church. Again : a very good and religious 
man, resident at Tiperah, was, for nineteen 
years together, the only Christian witliin seventy 
miles, and at least three hundred from any 
place of worship. Occasionally he has gone 
to receive the sacrament at Chittagong, about 
as far from his residence as York from Lon- 
don At Allahabad, 1 found the people 

extremely anxious to assemble for public wor- 
ship. The residents are exceedingly anxious 
for a Chaplain ; but that one should be ap- 
pointed at this time, I entertain but few hopes, 
though it is very sad that such a congregation 
should want one."* 

Are, then, the privileges for which others 
pant, those streams of spiritual sustenance, for 
which our less fortunate brethren pine in thirst, 
those sacraments of which they would gladly 
and eagerly, and under any inconveniences, 
partake, to be by us prized lightly, improved 
carelessly, and attended irregularly ? O, heed 
the solemn lesson : " I know thy works, that 
thou art neither cold nor hot : I would thou 
wert cold or hot ; so then, because thou art 
" Bishop Heber's Journal. 
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lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew 
thee out of my mouth-"* 

There is yet another observation I must 
make, ere I quit this part of the subject, ad- 
dressed to those who are sponsors. Would 
that this office, fraught with the most lasting 
importance and fearful responsibility, was 
more seriously reflected upon, more minutely 
considered, and more rigidly observed ! Fel- 
low Christians, the vows and promises made 
by you at the font, in behalf of those who 
were then admitted into covenant with God, 
are registered on high. Their nature was 
solemn, their conditions binding. You de- 
clared, in the more immediate presence of 
God,— in the sanctuary, — -to Jehovah's minis- 
tering servant, and before a Christian congre- 
gation, that in behalf of those, your adopted 
children in Christ, you renounced the Devil 
and all his works, the pomp and glory of the 
world, covetous desires and carnal appetites, 
and vowed for them, not only that they should 
believe in God, and serve him, but that they 
should obediently keep God's holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the same all 
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tlie days of their life. Such was " the solemn 
vow, promise, and profession," then and there 
" made by you." Those pledges, have they been 
redeemed? Those promises, have they been remem- 
bered? The vow, has it beeti paid f Have you 
taken care that those for whose spiritual wel- 
fare you solemnly, and in the sight of God, 
pledged yourselves, should early be taught 
" those things which a Christian ought to 
know and believe, to his soul's health?" Have 
you, as far as in you lay, and to the utmost 
of your ability, endeavoured that those for 
whose religious instruction you answered at 
the font, should be " virtuously brought up to 
lead a Christian and a godly life?" Have 
you, in a word, conscientiously striven to 
acquit yourselves, by every legitimate means, 
of your voluntary responsibility? 

No ! Then hear the voice of Scripture. 
'• When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord 
thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it," for* 
Jehovah is a God of truth, and will not brook 



■ "The Lord thy God will surely require it of thee, 
Deut. xsiii. 21. " When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer 
not to pay it. Better that thou shouldst not vow, than that 
thou shouldst vow and not pay," — Eccle. v, 4, 5, 
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the slightest semblance of equivocation. He 
is a God of ineffable majesty, and will not 
submit to be trifled with. The vow which 
Jacob vowed at Bethel, Jehovah brought to 
his remembrance years after it had been ut- 
tered, and enjoined its immediate and strict 
fulfilment. — Gen. xxviii. and xxxv. Nor will 
his mode of procedure differ much with you. 
The solemn vow, promise, and profession 
voluntarily made by you, stand noted in his 
imperishable record of human actions. And 
though here on earth you may forget, slight, 
or disown them, their utterance will assuredly 
be recalled to you at another time, by another 
person, in another place. 

Lastly. A word to those who believe bap- 
tism synonymous with salvation. Brethren, 
"without the performance of the conditions 
annexed to the privileges of baptism, neither 
hath God engaged to bestow the benefits of 
it upon us ; nor, indeed, shall we be capable of 
receiving them. If we now neglect to do for 
ourselves what we ought, all that hath been 
done for us by others will be of no avail."* 
The Christian's journey towards Heaven has 
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been aptly compared to a race. Now in a 
race, energy, exertion, diligence, perseverance, 
are all necessary. Look around you ; what is 
there great and noble that can be attained 
without eifort? The well-stored granary fol- 
lows the labours of the plough and the sickle. 
The renown of learning is the result of un- 
wearied study and appl ication . Tranquillity 
and repose are only really enjoyed, wlien ex- 
ertion has given to tliem a zest. Why, then, 
should we suppose that eternal happiness will 
fall to our lot, without a struggle or an effort; 
that death will be the signal of our entering 
on a state of rest, and happiness, and glory ; 
without our having either served Christ, or 
loved Christ, or learned Christ? 

Alas! for such impotent reasoning, "strive," 
says our Saviour, or rather " strive with agony," 
for such an interpretation the original will 
well bear, " strive with agony to enter in at 
the straight gate." 

Beware, above all, of the antinomian 
LEAVEN. Be well acquainted with the distinction 
betweenjustification andsanciijication. Remember, 
though we are saved by the righteousness of 
Christ, that we are not sanctified by the hoU- 
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ness of Christ. I know that the obedience of 
Christ will be accepted for the disobedience 
of the transgressor : but I no where read in 
the Bible, that the personal holiness of 
Christ will stand in lieu of the personal 
holiness of the Sinner. 

Be now convinced that a Scriptural know- 
ledge is useless, without a Scriptural practice. 
You will no where find in Scripture a blessing 
attached to mere knowledge. Our Saviour did 
not say, happy are ye, if ye know these 
things, but, happy are ye if ye do them. 
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ENGLAND BOUND TO BE A MISSIONARY NATION* 

Hebrews xiii. 7. — " Whose faith follow, — considering 
the end of their conversation/' 

Preached in aid of the Society for the Tropagation qfthe Go^l in 

Foreign Parts, 



There axe few who are prepared to deny the 
truth of the homely maxim, that if " precept is 
good, example is better." There are still 
fewer who are disposed to dispute the advan- 
tage gained, when theory is illustrated by prac- 
tice ; and none who do not turn with avidity 
from dry disquisition, to real and authenticated 
biography. For example : — we listen with re- 
verence to God's positive promise, that they 
shall live long in the land, who honour their 
father and mother ; but every holy feeling and 
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good disposition kindle anew within us, when 
we read of Joseph's love to his aged parent, 
and the prosperity with which it pleased God, 
during his long life, to honour him. We are 
told that " lying lips are an abomination unto 
the Lord :" and how vividly is this truth pour- 
trayed to us by the fate of Ananias and Sap- 
phira ! " Hallow my Sabbaths, I am the 
Lord," was the injunction of the Most High : 
and what a practical comment is afforded in 
the fifteenth chapter of Numbers, where we 
find the Sabbath breaker carried without the 
camp, and stoned by God's express com- 
mand. 

Our Church, with that wisdom which dis- 
tinguishes all her services, recognises this feel- 
ing of our nature, and makes provision for it. 
She calls, statedly, to our remembrance those 
holy men of old, whose " praise is in all the 
Churches," and by bringing before us, in a 
lively manner, their life and " labour of love," 
excites ns to " follow their faith, considering 
the end of their conversation." 

We commemorate on this day St. Matthias. 
He is noticed in Scripture but once, — in that 
portion which forms the Epistle for the day,— 
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but the notice is memorable, and the occasion 
is solemn* He is, after earnest prayer, elected 
into the place of the son of perdition ; elevated 
to that distinguished station in the primitive 
church, from which Judas, ** by transgression,*' 
fell, that he might go"— awful words these ! — 
*' that he might go to his own place." He then 
could be no common man, his could be no 
common faith, who, in such an emergency, 
and at such a season of danger and difficulty, 
was deemed worthy the Apostolic office ; for, 
if you turn to the eleventh chapter of the Acts,* 
you will there find the peculiar and combined 
qualifications required in an Apostle. It is 
there on record, that when they sent forth 
Barnabas to Antioch, they stated, expressly, 
his fitness for the work : ** He was a good 
man, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith ;" and 
these few, but expressive, words, give a lively 
picture of his heart. St. Matthias, then, we 
may regard as a kindred character; as one, 
rescued from the dominion of inherent corrup- 
tion, and created anew unto holiness; as 
abounding in the fruits of the spirit ; as filled 
with holy views, holy principles, holy tempers, 
holy desires, holy purposes, which are, by 

* Note more particularly verse 24. 
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Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of 
God." 

In pursuing my subject, I shall, 

I. Offkr a few observations on the 

CHARACTER OF THE MEN WHO ARE PROPOSED 
TO US AS EXAMPLES. 

II. Point out how we are to follow 

THEIR FAITH. 

III. Notice what is meant by " the end 
of their conversation." 

IV. Advert to that society with whose 

excellence I would FAIN MAKE YOU AC- 
QUAINTED, AND WHOSE CLAIMS ON US, AS 
churchmen, are so varied and UNDENIA- 
BLE. 

I. After a long night of the grossest super- 
stition and idolatry, it pleased God to make a 
revelation of his Son. He sent him into the 
world to proclaim to fallen man the means of 
reconciliation with his Maker, and to give him 
the fullest assurance of another state of exist- 
ence beyond the grave. It was his purpose, 
moreover, to pull down the strong holds of 
Satan, and introduce a system of spiritual re- 
ligion to which the prejudices of the great, the 
artifice of priestcraft, the pride of the philoso- 
pher, and even the corruption of the human 
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heart, was to yield. To whom was this diffi- 
cult enterprise entrusted ? To the learned, 
who could dazzle the undecided by their elo- 
quence, or mislead the doubtfiil by their so- 
phistry ? No ; " My preaching," says St. 
Paul, "was NOT with enticing words of man's 
wisdom." To the artful politician, then, or 
the keen and wary man of the world, conver- 
sant with the secret springs of human actions, 
and who, by trick and management, could 
cheat men into conviction? No: the Apostles 
were men of plain, simple habits, and artless 
address. Was it, then, assigned to the power- 
ful, whose influence might command converts, 
or to the rich, whose opulence could bribe 
them? No: the Apostles were, by avocation, 
fishermen ; by birth, what all despised, — Gali- 
leans ; as to their wealth, they subsisted on 
their own individual labour, or the precarious 
charity of chance disciples. Did they accom- 
modate their doctrine to the station and rank 
of their auditors ; did they preach one plan of 
salvation to the powerful, and another to the 
poor ? No : their language to all was the same, 
" Repent and believe the Gospel." To Simon 
Magus, the sorcerer, and to Felix on the 
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Judgment Seat, they reasoned eithei' expressly, 
or by implication, of "righteousness, tempe- 
rance, and judgment to come." Had they 
arms at their command to enforce their mis- 
sion ? Their sole weapon was the cross. No 
sword had they but that of the spirit. They 
were sent forth as sheep in the midst of wolves, 
"weak if the assailants, defenceless if the as- 
sailed." You see, then, the drift of the argu- 
ment. Could a religious enterprise, conducted 
by such a little, humble, necessitous, suffering 
band, have prospered, except God had been 
with it ? Can that be any thing less than a 
direct revelation from God, which grew, and 
multiplied, and overspread the land, by means 
so scanty and feeble, so imperfect and inade- 
quate ? 

For — take along with you — it was no human 
contest. On one side stood grandeur, glory, 
power ; on the other, poverty, disgrace, weak- 
ness. On one side, learning and address; on 
the other, candour, simplicity, truth. The 
Apostles were harassed by imprisonment, tor- 
ments, persecutions ; they met them with pa- 
tience, humility, and meekness. " We view 
the Caesars surrounded with arms and trophies. 
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carrying on their brow the laurels of victory : 
we see Christ attended by an humble band of 
lishermen, bearing his cross upon shoulders 
macerated by the scourge of prosecution. We 
view the Roman Eagle protecting, in its shade, 
victorious legions, bearing away crowns, and 
breaking the sceptres of conquered kingdoms :" 
while, around the standard of the Cross, are 
gathered a few intrepid spirits, who know no- 
thing save "Jesus Christ, and Him crucified;" 
a band of humble, but undaunted, men, to 
whom " to live was Christ, and to die was 
gain ;" a group of humble, yet heroic, believers, 
who, knowing the mightiness of the master in 
whom they trusted, and having respect unto 
the recompense of reward, could obey, with 
cheek unblanched by fear, and eye undimmed 
by tears, the mandate which was to lead them 
away to execution. 

Such, then, are the men whom our Church 
statedly commemorates. Let us consider, 

II. How WE ARE TO i'OLLOW THEIR FAITH. 

L I. In their devotediiess to their Master. 

I His glory, the advancement and enlargement 

I of his kingdom, seem to have engrossed their 

I every thought, and employed their every hour. 
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I know," says St. Paul, " that in every city 
bonds and imprisonment await me ; but none 
of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I may finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the Gospel of the grace of God." " Know- 
ing," says the aged St. Peter, writing in the 
full prospect of martyrdom, " that shortly I 
must put off this my tabernacle, I will en- 
deavour that you may be able, after my de- 
cease, to have these things always in remem- 
brance ; for" — mark the fulness of his testi- 
mony, — " we have not followed cunningly- 
devised fables, when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but ttrere eye-witnesses of his Majesty." 
"That which was from the beginning," says 
the aged St. John, " which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and oiir hands have handled, of the 
word of life ; that which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you ; and we have seen, 
and do testify, that the Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world." Now, do 
we follow them in the smallest, faintest de- 
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gree in these, their uncompromising declara- 
tions of the Saviour's divinity, in devotedness 
to his mission, cause, and interests? Do we 
range ourselves on his side ? and by our life 
AND PRACTICE, cvincc that we are not the 
slaves of the world, or the servants of Satan, 
but followers of a Master, "whose yoke is 
easy, and whose burthen light?" Follow their 
faith, 

2. In the singleness mid simplicity of their object. 

Their whole desire, object, aim, and inten- 
tion, was to preach the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Secular views were never, for one 
instant, entertained by any one of them. Had 
it been otherwise, affluence was at any hour 
within their reach. What sum would the Ro- 
man Emperors have judged exorbitant to buy 
over one of these extraordinary men ; to in- 
duce him to declare that the whole Christian 
history was a tissue of deceit ; that Jesus never 
did rise from the dead ; that not one of the 
Apostles ever did see him after his passion; 
and that the doctrines which they preached 
as from Heaven, were, one and all, the inven- 
ft tion of men? Mark the contrast. "Silver 
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and gold," says St. Peter to the cripple,* ' 
have none; but in the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, rise up and walk." " It is not reason- 
able that we should leave the word of God, 
and serve tables," was the spontaneous decla- 
ration of the Apostles, who voluntarily re- 
signed the charge of all pecuniary matters, 
and thus obviated the remotest possibility of 
being accused of turning the Gospel scheme 
into a source of private emolument. Their 
singleness and simplicity of heart is worthy 
of individual imitation. Do I embrace the 
Gospel from a love to God ? Do I avow 
myself a Christian, not because it is neces- 
sary, in this artificial state of society, that a 
man should have pretensions, of one kind or 
another, to religion, and that a man who be- 
longs to no religious party, is regarded with 
suspicion and distrust by all ; but do I declare 
myself Christ's follower from a thorough con- 
viction that, while in me there dwelleth no 
good thing, in Him there is "wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion ?" 



* Chap. iii. ol' Acts. 
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Follow them, 

3. /;; their continual remembrance of their Lord. 

"Whose I am, and whom I serve," was the 
emphatic expression of St. Paul; and in like 
manner, whether we regard the accounts of 
the Apostles, as given by themselves in their 
Epistles, or the accounts given of them by 
others in the Gospels, we shall find that in 
this respect they minutely coincide ; that the 
Apostles amtinually realised a sense of the divine 
presence. And herein, also, let us imitate 
them. Be it our abiding conviction, that 
the eye which reproved St. Peter, which re- 
covered him from the depths of hisapostaey; 
that eye, which brought him a weeping peni- 
tent to the foot of the cross, is ever beaming 
upon us, watching our progress, scrutinizing 
our hearts. Let us be well aware that, how- 
ever engaged, whether in the pursuit of plea- 
sure, or the search after knowledge ; whether 
in the season of religious ordinances, or in 
the silent hour of solitary reflection, however 
tried, however tempted, however engrossed, 
however secluded we may be ; " all things 
are naked and opened to the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do." 
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Follow their faith, 

4. In the cultivation and exercise of a Mission- 
ary Spirit. 

We see the Apostles unwearied in their 
task. Danger, difficulty, poverty, imprison- 
ment, seemed for them to have no terrors. I 
dwell with earnestness on this last particular. 
England owes them a debt never to be can- 
celled. It is highly probable, at least if 
any credit is to be given to the concurrent 
testimony of able commentators, that St. Paul, 
in his circuit, visited this island. At all 
events, it was very early that the beams of 
the Sun of Righteousness shone upon these 
shores; and those beams it is our bounden 
duty to diff'use over heathen lands. We are 
bound to the work as Christians. " Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature." In the prayer so continually re- 
iterated in our Church, we say, " Thy Kingdom 
come." How can that man dare to utter that 
emphatic petition, who is conscious of malting 
no single eff'ort towards its accomplishment? 
We are bound to the work as Englishmen. If 
ever there was a nation which could be in- 
strumental in enlarging the boundaries of the 
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Redeemer's Kingdom, that nation is England. 
If ever there was a nation which possessed 
facilities for the conversion of heathen lands, 
that nation is England. Her political pre- 
eminence, her unrivalled commerce, her un- 
exampled resources, her undisputed empire 
on the main, those stupendous energies which 
she can call forth and exert in periods of dif- 
ficulty and danger, — all these accumulated ad- 
vantages stamp her a Missionary Nation. 
For, think you, brethren, that these varied 
blessings have been heaped upon her merely 
for temporal purposes, merely that she may 
grace a brilliant page in history, merely that 
she may be the mother of mighty nations, 
who shall perpetuate her language and insti- 
tutions, when lier own empire and influence 
shall have passed away. Not so. Christian 
brethren, not so. " Occupy till I come," is 
Christ's command, not only to individuals, 
but to nations. The day of account must be 
solemn to Britain, as one of the most opulent 
and influential nations of the globe. " Thy 
earthly victories have been matchless ; what 
have been thy spiritual conquests ? Energy, 
genius, activity, industry, all have been tasked 
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in thy efforts to civilize distant nations ; hast 
thou been careful, at the same time, to Evan- 
gelise them ? Scarcely that people exists to 
whose entreaties for aid thou hast not listened : 
few are the monarchs whom thou hast not, 
either with blood or treasure, assisted : have 
the claims of my kingdom been the only ones 
which thou hast overlooked ; have my de- 
mands upon thee been the only ones dis- 
regarded ? Victory has followed thy flag 
wherever it has waved ; success has waited 
on thy arms wherever thy war-cry has been 
raised. What care has been bestowed upon 
mf interests ; what hast thou achieved for ?«y 
kingdom ? " 

Nor can the day of account be other than 
solemn for this favoured and flourishing port.* 
From this seat of enterprise, this modern Tyre, 
of whom it may be said that " her merchants 
are princes, and her traffickers the honourable 
of the earth," what commercial advantage has 
been withheld, and how vast a return will 
be expected ? While so many of you are 
engaged in the successful pursuit of wealth, 
are you mindful of Him by whose blessing 

* Preached at Liverpoyl. 
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alone your projects prosper, and your fortunei 
thrive ? And do you aim at making Him the 
best and only return in your power, by deeds 
of mercy and benevolence, by relieving the 
destitute, and enlightening the ignorant, like 
the successful and muni6cent Reynolds, of 
whom it was beautifully said, " that he crportcd 
his fortune before Mm into Heaven, and is gmt 
thither to enjoy it ." Are you mindful of the 
DEBT YOU OWE TO Afhica? Do you strive, 
from a recollection of that nefarious traffic by 
which your port so largely profited, to wipe 
away the stain attendant on its earlier specu- 
lations, by doing your utmost to give India 
and Africa their full share of spritual freedom ? 
"With the wealth, and weight, and intelligence 
attached to your port, connect you the re- 
sponsibility ? It is required in Stewards that 
they be found faithful ; and thus, while your 
sails are conveying across the bosom of the 
ocean the comforts and conveniences of civi- 
lized life to the savage and benighted Indian, 
oh 1 be careful to impart along with them the 
treasures and blessings of salvation, 
ft Reverting to those whose faith and services 
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III. The end or their conversation. 

I must here stop but for an instant to 
observe, that the word which we trans- 
late /' end," is rather " the issue," " the re- 
sult ;" and, in like manner, that the word 
here rendered conversation, does not imply 
personal intercourse, but a man's general con- 
duct, or course of life. The end, then, of 
their conversation is, the termination of their 
services on earth, the issue of their course of 
life, the result of their period of active service. 
The end, then, of their conversation is immor- 
tality, an *' inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away." The end of 
their conversation ? It is ceaseless communion 
with their Master and their Lord, for they serve 
him day and night in his temple. The end 
of their conversation ? It is that strain of 
adoration, thanksgiving, and praise which the 
blessed will utter uninterruptedly through 
eternity, " Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty, which was, and is, and is to come." 
The end of their conversation? It is their 
entrance into " a temple crowded with wor- 
shippers, and resounding with praises." 

We know that " one star ditfereth from an- 
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other star in glory:" that "in our father's house 
are many mansions ;" but " they that tura 
many to righteousness, shall shine as the stars 
for ever and ever." All cannot be missionaries 
in practice ; but all may be missionaries in 
effect: by contributing each according to his 
ability, of the means with which God has 
blessed him, towards spreading the knowledge 
of the Redeemer through the world. And this 
leads me at once to advert, 

IV, To THAT SOCIETY WITH WHOSE EX- 
CELLENCE I WOULD FAIN MAKE YOU AC- 
QUAJNTED, AND WHOSE CLAIMS ON US, AS 
CHURCHMEN, ARE SO VARIED AND UNDENI- 
ABLE. 

The period. Christian Brethren, has arrived, 
when it has become imperative on the minis- 
ters of the Church of England to invite the 
public attention to those societies that act in 
concert with her ; to challenge for them that 
assistance and support to which they are so 
clearly entitled, and especially from those who 
wish well to " the Household of the Faith." 
The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts has been, for upwards of a 
century, the firm and faithful coadjutor of the 
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Cliurcli of England, Not only has it been, for 
a period exceediag that of one hundred and 
twenty years, the sole instrument of preserving 
the rites and doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land in our North American Colonies; but 
during the late war, those very colonies were 
evangelized solely by its meam. It found the 
ministers, paid the stipends, built, partly or 
entirely, the churches ; and, by its unceasing 
labours of love, fanned the flame of piety which 
has warmed the heart of many a devout and dis- 
consolate Churchman in a foreign land. "It 
boasts not, indeed, like many other societies, 
of instantaneous conversions ; it advances no 
startling and extravagant pretensions to exclu- 
sive support, nor does it assume to itself a vast 
number of merely nominal converts ; but it can 
point to large communities, nurtured by its 
care in the pure doctrines of Christianity, and 
evincing, by their practice, the sincerity of 
their profession."* It is now extending its 
labours ; and is engaged in diffusing the 
Gospel through the vast regions of the East : 
a task to which its own resources are utterly 
inadequate, and for the due prosecution of 

" See Reports of 1825-6-7. 
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which, it appeals earnestly, anxiously, and 
entreatingly, to the piety and liberality of the 
British Nation. 

When 1 say that in North America, one 
scene of its usefulness, it supports upwards of 
one hundred missionaries and one hundred and 
thirty catechists ; when I state, that in the 
diocese of Calcutta, another sphere of its la- 
bours, there is a population of eighty millions 
subject to British sway, enveloped in Heathen 
darkness ; that in both these scenes of exer- 
tion, it constantly meets the most heart-rend- 
ing appeals for spiritual succour, which it 
wishes, but is unable to answer, — I would fain 
believe that urgent solicitation is unnecessary. 

Do you hint to me the sacrifice of life in 
missionary enterprise ? True, we have lost 
our " jiissioNARY BisHoi*;" he has been sum- 
moned, ere his noon of life began to decline, 
to the side of that Master to whom his 
thoughts, his studies, and his prayers had 
been long and steadily dedicated. But, do the 
ravages of Death appal you ? Missionaries and 
men are not immortal, but their cause is. And 
never will the call for missionary exertion 
cease, and never will the necessity for mis- 
Q. 2 



228 ENGLAND BOUND TO BF. 

sionary enterprise be done away with, till that 
glorious day shall dawn when " the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of 
the Lord and his Christ." 

Another motive, and I have done. The ma- 
jority of the supplicants for spiritual food are, 
be it remembered, those who speak our own 
lang;uage, came originally from our own happy 
country, and still cherish the hope of returning 
to her bosom. Will you, fellow churchmen, 
will you spurn those who so piteously implore 
your aid, drive them to relinquish the religion 
of their fathers, to relapse into the darkness of 
Heathenism, or be deluded by the supersti- 
tion of Popery ? "Whoso seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up the bowels of his 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love 
of God in him ?" 

As you desire the glory of God, and that 
the truth of his Son should be made known to 
every creature under Heaven ; by the interest 
which you feel for the salvation of souls, and 
your desire for the extension of Christ's spi- 
ritual kingdom, heed the solemn injunction — 
" freely have ye received, freely give." 

By the love which you bear to the Redeemer, 
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by your gratitude to that blessed Spirit through 
whose sanctifying influences alone, the sacri- 
fice of your own faith can be accepted, hear 
the GREAT missionary's parting admonition: 
" Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? feed 
my lambs.'' 

Brethren, life rapidly ebbs away. For 
many of us, but few opportunities of doing 
good are in store. To more than one amongst 
us this will probably be the last. Give, then, 
not grudgingly or of necessity, but liberally 
and cheerfully. Give with a hearty and earnest 
prayer, that God's blessing may accompany 
your offering. Give, in this great and holy 
cause, as you would wish to have given when 
communing over your past life in a dying 
hour. 
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'* There is certainly, at this time, a more 
formidable combination acting against the 
Church than has ever, in any former age, 
assailed it. But, as certainly, the Church 
has never been so well prepared for with- 
standing it,"* is the opinion of one who, in 
all his writings, has been the uncompromising 
advocate of the interests of the establishment, 
and whose practice would do honour to any 
communion. The perils with which she is 
menaced, in a spiritual point of view, will be 
noticed elsewhere. My present purpose is to 
allude to those which are of a secular nature ; 

* " Colloquies on the Prospects of Society,*' by Robert 
Southey, LL.D. 
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and to suggest, as far as I am able, and with 
unaffected diffidence, a remedy. The first is, 
the want of a fund for the superannuation of 
those worn-out " labourers in the vineyard," 
who are unable, from age, to be any longer 
efiScient Ministers; who are precluded, by the 
poverty of their living, from paying the salary 
of a Curate ; and cannot resign their Cure, 
because it is the sole support of their family. 
This melancholy state of things, — and it will 
be recognised by many as existing in countless 
instances, — is, to my mind, one of the most 
serious evils under which the establishment 
labours, and one of the most perplexing diffi- 
culties with which the Church has to contend. 
I trust I do not dwell on it unduly, because I 
have, unhappily, been a witness of the miseries 
it occasions. 

An active and laborious Curate, who, late 
in life, obtained preferment, found, after a very 
few years, his health give way, and strength 
fail, and, conscious of increasing incapacity, 
was most anxious to be relieved from the 
pressure of his professional duties. The value 
of the living barely exceeded eighty pounds 
per annum. The tithes held by the lay ifii- 
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propriator, who was the patron, produced an 
annual rental of eight hundred, " What mea- 
sure can I adopt ?" was the old man's inquiry. 
"To the spiritual necessities of the living I 
hourly find myself more unequal. The stipend 
of a Curate would, at least, be fifty pounds ; 
and few as are my wants, I could not live on 
the remainder. As to resigning the living, you 
well know it is my all." 

His situation and anxiety were represented 
to the patron. " Let him resign uncondition- 
ally, and trust to my bounty. Such disinter- 
estedness deserves reward." He did so. The 
"bounty" was a reproof for not having re- 
signed sooner. The "reward" was an elee- 
roosunary residence under the roof of a kind- 
hearted Dissenter, who pitied the old man's 
misfortunes, and sheltered him to the end of 
his days. 

But supposing,— as in the case of a neigh- 
bouring Clergyman similarly situated, who heard 
the issue of " Mr. B 's want of judg- 
ment," and resolved to avoid it,— that an 
Incumbent, incapacitated, by age and infirmity, 
for an active discharge of his duties, and pre- 
clnded, by poverty, from procuring assistance. 
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continues in his living, what is the necessary 
consequence ? An increase of dissent in everi/ 
direction. It cannot be otherwise. A Clergy- 
man, bowed down by years and infirmities, 
cannot, no matter how active in inclination 
and Iionest in intention, bestir himself in his 
parish, apply himself to the prompt supply of 
its spiritual wants, and be found, early and 
late, at his post, by the side of the sick, and 
at the bed of the dying. 

This last is, /contend, the most important scene 
of a Clergyjnan's labours. And its duties should 
be discharged with double diligence ; for it is 
HERE that the Church loses her adherents, 
and Sectarianism gains them. If the regular 
Clergyman be at all remiss in his exertions, 
display any unwillingness to come to a sick 
bed, or, when there, any indifference to those 
sufferings and necessities which it is his duty to 
soothe and satisfy, there is never wanting some 
individual ready to suggest recourse to a Dis- 
senting Minister, and willing to carry it into 
effect. He is summoned, comes instantly, is 
unremitting in his attentions, and what ensues? 
If the sick person recovers, he cannot but, 
from gratitude, attend the ministry of that 
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teacher from whose lips he drew so irnicli 
comfort and instruction when stretched on 
the bed of suffering. If he dies, the case is 
rare indeed where the Dissenter does not in- 
duce some member of the family to own him 
for the future as his or her religious teacher. 
And I am persuaded, that if each individual 
case of defection from the church to the chapel 
were minutely examined, the cause would be 
found, in fifteen instances out of twenty, 
either proximately or remotely, in neglect of 
the solemn duty of visiting the sick. 

Now this department of exertion, especially 
in an extensive and populous parish, cannot 
be efficiently filled by an infirm and worn-out 
man ; and, as in our spiritual warfare, no hint 
should be lost, and no advantage slighted, we 
may learn, from the common tactics of war, 
that the point most exposed to attack should 
be the point most carefully guarded. 

I have often been struck by the policy of 
the most ambitious and influential sect of mo- 
dern days — the Wesleyan Methodists.* Their 

• The system of llie Wealeyatis resembles, in some re- 
spects, that of the Jesuits. Their government is the most 
perfect piece of mechanism which can well be imagined. 
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preachers are all men in the full vigour of life 
and intellect. There seems nothing effete either 
in their Ministers or their measures, not one 



Yet it never seemB lo have occurred to our men in power, 
whether this imperivm m imperio was not to be dreaded ; 
whether their vast numerical force, and the facilities they 
possess for wielding it, might not, one day, embarrass the 
Government. So far ikey are loyal. But supposing any 
crisis to arrive, or any question to be agitated, which would 
interfere with the growth of their community, or trench upon 
its interests, how would their influence, their opulence, and 
their numbers then be arrayed ? To a man against the 
executive. One point was overlooked by Lord Sidmouth, 
When he brought in his bill, he should have made, by a 
clause in it, all theib preachers stationart. The 
establishment would then have had nothing to fear. It is 
the novelty, the perpetual change, the constant attraction 
which they are able to afford by a rapid succession of preach- 
ers, the exhibition of the same doctrines, but presented under 
different aspects by different men, which render them so popu- 
lar and so formidable. Wesley was aware of this. And (T 
will not say, like one of his biographers, '* with that refined 
and well-disguised worldliness which formed the leading fea- 
ture of his character," but) with that thorough knowledge of 
mankind which he possessed, that intimate acquaintance with 
their faults, and follies, and weaknesses, he framed a system 
which he foresaw could not but be popular. Nor, acute as 
he was, did he ever utter a more palpable truth than when 
he exclaimed, " Itinerancy is the soul of Methodism" T Yet 
have they, in desolate and demoralised country places, done 
great good. And he must either be blind to the spiritual 
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feeble person among their tribes. Do symp- 
toms of decay and incapacity begin to appear? 
Either the system of superannuation is imme- 
diatdy acted upon, or the failing brother is 
removed to some other district where the 
activity and energy of a colleague render his 
lack of service of comparative unimportance ; 
ever careful that "the cause" suffers no de- 
triment from individual infirmity or incapacity. 
Fas est el ab hoste doceri ; and nothing, I am 
persuaded, would be a greater relief to the 
Church of England, nothing would more tend 

interests of his brethren, or immeasurably bigotled to bis own 
views, who would not prefer seeing his neighbour devoted 
to the views of Wesley, a rigid and even a proselytiiig Metho- 
dist, to witnessing; in him no signs of religion at all. This 
I once stated to a bitter Calvinist, — by the way, it is curious 
to observe the acerbity with which that sect inveighs 
against Wesley and hia followers, — " Sir," said he, wamily, 
"theirs is a creed for money and for numbers. It cannot 
hold ; it cannot stand. That overgrown body is already 
tottering with its own weight. The Wesleyans have reached 
their zenith. Symptoms, not to be mistaken, of radical dis- 
union arc to be seen in almost every congregation ; and they 
will divide and subdivide till " — 

" They fall into the Church." 

Such, I am persuaded, in the approaching struggle which 
awaits the Church of England, will be the alternative which 
the Wesleyans will adopt. 
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to infuse new life and energy into her con- 
stitution, tban a Superannuation Fund for her 
aged and incapacitated Alinisters, conducted upon 
GENEROUS and equitable principles. I use the 
words " generous" and " equitable," because it 
would be as mean as it would be unjust to doom 
the aged servant of the mightiest of Masters, 
the way-worn labourer in the noblest of vine- 
yards, to wear away the evening of his days 
on a paltry and bare subsistence. No. Give 
him every comfort which his age may require, 
and his station and past services deserve. 
Let it be in every case not a pittance, but a 
PROVISION. If it be ease and retirement, let 
it be the otium cum diguilate. But how is this 
fund to be raised ? By ourselves. As in other 
matters, we deny the right, and protest against 
the attempt, to make any reform or change 
which shall not begin from the Church herself, 
so let us prove that we are neither insensible 
of the exigencies of our brethren, nor unwilling 
OURSELVES to relieve them. Let us, for this 
object, scorn asking any assistance from the 
laity, but accomplish it from our own re- 
sources. 

There are in the English Church twenty-six 
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dignitaries, and fifty-eight ecclesiastical bodies* 
possessing patronage. Suppose each of these 
was to assign one of the livings at their dis- 
posal in aid of a general Superannuation Fund. 
Upon this living place an efficient Curate, witli 
his full legal stipend ; but let the sui-plus proceeds 
be appropriated to the use of superammitants. It is 
not, I think, an extravagant computation, that 
each living would produce, on an average, a 
surplus of one hundred a-year over and above 
the Curate's salary. We should thus have an 
annual income of eight thousand four hundred 
pounds, for pensioning those who, from age 
and infirmity, are inadequate to their duties ; 
unable, from the poverty of their living, to pay 
a Curate ; and reduced at once to indigence if 
they resign it. The value of such a system 
once in full operation, or rather, the good re- 
sulting from it, would be speedily felt, though, 
not at present, easily calculated. 

The next point to which I would refer, is 
the disproportion between the demand and the 
supply,— between the necessities of the Estab- 
lishment and her facilities. Large and fre- 

• In this computation, the patronage of t!ie Universities is 
HOT included. 
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quent as are the ordinations, how difficult is 
it to meet, when pressed by illness or urgent 
necessity, with a disengaged clergyman. How 
easy to find, miles from the parish church, a 
population, scattered, indeed, but increasing, 
without Chapel of Ease, or licensed school- 
room, or, in fact, any stated spiritual instruc- 
tion provided by that Establishment to which 
it professedly belongs ! This last mentioned 
circumstance leads me, at once, to the mention 
of a difficulty with which the Church has to 
combat, pecuhar to her constitution. Our 
clergy are, with very rare exceptions, men of 
education, refined habits, and cultivated taste ; 
unfitted, perhaps, from that very circumstance, 
for maintaining that close and active inter- 
course with their coarser and more unlettered 
neighbours, expected from the " country par- 
son." They cannot, as it were, come doum to 
them. And here, again, is another point at 
which the Dissenters have had the advantage, 
and have not failed to improve it. 

Now, would it be advisable to revive the 
order of Deacons, placing them, as in the 
earlier periods of the Church, at a greater dis- 
tance from that of Priests ; raising them, after 
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a long probation, to the latter dignity, and mak- 
ing them, in the interim, strictly subordinate to 
it? Or call them sub deacons. And compose 
them of a class of men who might exercise, 
together with that office, the calling of school- 
master ; and, from their past habits and associa- 
tions, be more fitted to mix with, more intelli- 
gible to, and MORE readily understood by 
the ruder and more illiterate part of our 
population. 

I am aware the point is one of great deli- 
cacy ; that nothing should be hazarded, at the 
present time more especially, which has a ten- 
dency to degrade the Church ; nor, at any 
time, what may engender pride, or excite jea- 
lousy. Yet the difficulty it is intended to ob- 
viate will be acknowledged by all who have 
seriously reflected on the wants of the Estab- 
lishment. I throw out the suggestion as a 
subject of deliberation for wiser heads, and 
more experienced Pastors ; happy if any 
means are devised to grapple witli the diffi- 
culty, and remedy its effects. 

Another evil with which the Church has to 
struggle will be found, I say it with great r 
luctance, — nothing but a sense of duty s 



uty should I 
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force the admission from me, — in the church 
BUILDING SOCIETY. Many wealthy and well 
disposed persons have latterly declined giving 
their individual aid towards the erection of 
fresh churches, upon the plea that there is now 
an incorporated society, furnished with certain 
funds, and designed to meet this very exigency. 
Now, how does this society act ? With a de- 
gree of tardiness and indolence that almost sur- 
passes belief. A kind of lethargy seems to 
clog all their operations. Complaints of their 
supineness are heard on all hands. I never 
yet met with an individual who had corres- 
ponded with them, who did not animadvert on 
the indiflference with which they seemed to re- 
ceive applications for aid, the sluggishness with 
which they replied to thera, and the difficulties 
which they contrived to throw in the way of 
those who were anxious to provide adequate 
accommodation for the members of tlie Estab- 
lishment. Instances readily occur to me. A 
new church was to be built in a neighbouring 
parish. The scite was given. The funds were 
subscribed. Nothing was wanting but the 
sanction of the commissioners. The architect 
has had to send up two distinct sets of plans. 
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(at increased expense, of course, to the pro- 
jectors of the undertaking.) Neither was ap- 
proved. Endless alterations and amendments 
were suggested. Two years have been frittered 
away in correspondence. And the architect 
pubUcly declared that such were "the diffi- 
culties and delays interposed by the commis- 
sioners," that he "never wished to be again 
concerned for a Church, over which they had 
controul." " Had this church been undertaken 
by PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS, it would, at this 
moment, have been fit for divine service !" 

Another gentleman, a zealous and intelligent 
layman, told me that he had had a grant for 
two years in his possession, but was "unable 
to bring the commissioners to sanction any one 
plan that he had sent up. The removal of a 
six and eight-penny deal, or the lengthening a 
few inches some half dozen seats, occupies 
months in discussion. Till their consent is 
obtained, we cannot commence building ; and, 
in the mean time, a Baptist chapel has been 
begun and completed !" 

Another assured me that, for two years and 
a half, he had been in correspondence with the 
society, pointing out to them the urgency of 
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his particular case, which they admitted ; and 
entreatiug them that, since every facility had 
been afforded, — the scite he had given himself, 
and the funds, with the exception of the com- 
missioners' grant, had been raised by his family 
and connexions, — they would sanction some one 
plan that had been submitted to them. "We 
are as far off as ever from any thing like active 
operations. The field which, at my first appli- 
cation, was quite open to ministerial usefulness, 
is now pre-occupied. The Wesleyans have 
built a large chapel ; and the Minister of the 
new church, if there ever be one, will enter upon 
his labours with a disadvantage solely attri- 
butable to the.supineness of the society." 

In making these strictures, I am far from 
insinuating want of rectitude of purpose or in- 
tegrity in design, but great deficiency in zeal. 
Energy, energy, is what is now required in 
the well-wishers of the establishment. If ever 
there was a period when activity and exertion 
were imperatively called for among her friends, 
that period is the present. Surely, when we 
see the ease with which other denominations 
buy a scite, build a chapel, fit it up, and fill 
it, in kss time than is required for putting our 
r2 
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cumbrous machinery for building a Church 
into actual operation, we should emulate their 
diligence, and lop off, right and left, the im- 
pediments to our usefulness. 

The Committee, we are told, " meet on the 
third Monday in every month." Why not re- 
gularly once a fortnight? and during the Ses- 
sion of Parliament, when nearly all the Vice- 
Presidents are necessarily in town, once a 
week? 

This is no time for half measures. Means 
and appliances are, at present, possessed by 
the society, which, if unimproved, will be 
withdrawn. If it proceed at its present pace 
for three years longer, another King's letter 
may be procured ; but its issue will be re- 
garded with indifference, and prove as abortive 
as a brief. 

Another evil of which the Church has to 
complain, is the cry so loudly and pertinaci- 
ously raised, of the enormous, the overgrown 
wealth of the Church. Remind the objectors, 
that of ten thousand English benefices one- 
third are under a hundred, and nearly one- 
half under a hundred and fifty pounds a year. 
They will change their ground, and say. 
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"equalize them." Do so to-morrow, and you 
will do your utmost towards forcing genius 
and learning out of the ministry. Look at 
the long list of names, high in station in our 
hierarchy, yet more distinguished by the halo 
which their talents and learning throw around 
them, than by the adventitious lustre of their 
rank, who derive yearly from the Church an 
income far exceeding that which any equaliz- 
ing average would apportion them, and yet will 
any one say that they are overpaid ? that they 
receive half as much in the Church as they 
would have done out of it, had they devoted 
the same talents, learning, industry, and re- 
search to any other profession ? 

They have been selected from the mass of 
their brethren. Independence and learned 
leisure have been given them, and why ? That 
they might have the means, and be placed in 
a position to adorn and defend the Church. 
Others might easily be found to discharge the 
duties of a country pastor. Thei/ have been 
placed on the watch-tower, to guard the cita- 
del from surprise, to give timely notice of 
the attacks of assailants, and by their wisdom, 
skill, and courage, to point out the means fay 
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which they may be repelled, or rendered 
harmless. 

As to the wealth of the Church, and the 
"cupidity of its Cler^,"* many men hate the 
Church for its character and doctrine, who 
are afraid to say so, and judge it the wiser and 
safer course to bottom their hostility on the 
pretext of its wealth. The Atheist abhors the 
Church for its form of undefiled religion, and 
for the many and powerful defenders of the 
faith whom it has brought up in its bosom. 
The Socinian abhors it for the warmth and 
spirituality of its creed. The Papist for the 
Scriptural nature of its tenets ; and the fanatic 
for its moderation. The first would exult in its 
overthrow, from his hostility to all establishments 
and all religions. The next would rejoice in its 
spoliation, because it would willingly have no 

" In the Herald of to-day, E perceive a list of no less 
than twenty-seven Cler^raen, who, within the last Mree 
weeks, have reduced the rent of their glebes, or nuide de- 
ductions from their tithes, five, ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty- 
five, thirty, and three of them Jifty per cent More strik- 
ing instances of " cnpidity," of " covetousneBs," of " pro- 
fessional avarice," of " those grasping propensities for which 
the Church is notorious," of " indifference to, and 
sympathy with, the sufferings of their fellow 
be desired or enlarged upon 1 
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religious system thrive, whose doctrines were 
a whit more cheering than its own cold and 
heartless theory. The Papist would hail with 
transport its overthrow, from the expectation 
of sharing largely in its plunder ; and the 
fanatic would sullenly assent to its demolition, 
because it does not realize those visions of 
spotless purity and ideal perfection which his 
own disordered fancy has conceived, and which 
no earthly Church can attain. 

This is the secret of the enormous and over- 
grown wealth of the Church. 

In alluding to the dangers that menace her, 
I have purposely omitted all mention of those 
which a late measure is likely to engender. 
May it answer their views who conscienti- 
ously supported it; and prove that conces- 
sions to a sworn and crafty foe, though obtained 
by importunity, and yielded to menace, really 
do add to the safety and security of a religious 
Establishment. Would that we all were more 
ready to connect the temporal prosperity of a 
kingdom with its spiritual advancement ; and 
more disposed to prove by our practice, 
our conviction that no nation can attain pros- 
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perity, or, having done so, retain it, which is 
not vitally and spiritually religious. 

Our Protestajit Cojislitutio/i ought to be as dear 
to us as the Law was to the Jews. 

And let those who can come with a humble 
heart to the dispassionate consideration of 
events and their causes, turn to the pages of 
History, and admit that our successes and re- 
verses have kept equal pace with our spiritual 
fidelity or apostacy ; and that in proportion as 
the spirit of Protestantism has pervaded or de- 
cayed in our councils, prosperity and plenty 
have smiled od our shores, or disaster and de- 
feat have hovered over us. 
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I. Sajjuel IV. 13. — "For his heart trembled for the Ark of 
God." 



Religion, my Brethren, is of little avail if it 
lead ever so punctually to the church or the cha- 
pel unless it lead us ultimately to God. To Him 
must be the great and final reference ; and vain 
will be our acquaintance with the merits of dif- 
ferent creeds, and futile will be the preference 
which we give to the Establishment, unless it 
appear in the great day of account, that, under 
the teaching of God's spirit, " we have learned 
Christ." Now there is nothing which tends 
more immediately to freshen or to foster re- 
ligious impressions than frequent recurrence to, 
and earnest meditation upon, that blessed book 
where the lives of the holy men of old are re- 
corded for the guidance of our own. And, to 
the real Christian, hours thus spent are seasons 



b 



250 ''"•^E PERILS OF THE CHC'RCH. 

of refreshment, not of restraint; welcome, not 
wearisome. He delights to hold communion 
with God, to exclude the world from the hal- 
lowed hour of solemn self-examination ; to 
pour forth his aspirations of faith, and hope, 
and joy, and gratitude to Him who " ever 
liveth to make intercession for him ;" and, with 
the eye of faith, to catch a glimpse of that dis- 
tant land whither his steps are tending, and 
where his heart has been long before. 

With this brief introduction, I crave your 
attention this morning to the history of Eli, 
whom the text presents to us in one of the 
most affecting situations in which man was ever 
placed. To understand its full force, it is ne- 
cessary to recapitulate some antecedent cir- 
cumstances. It appears that, after the defeat 
which the Israelites sustained from the Philis- 
tines at the battle of Aphek, they sent to 
Shiloh, and had the ark of God removed from 
its resting place, and brought among them. 
Their motive for this action seems to have been 
threefold. They hoped, in the first place, that 
this token of the divine presence would re-ani- 
mate their own courage ; damp, in the next, 
the ardour of the enemy ; and, lastly, by its 
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sanctity, secure them from the machiaations of 
their foe, however craftily designed or ably 
executed. One of their suppositions was well 
founded. When the Philistines heard that the 
ark of God had been brought within the camp 
of Israel, they were sorely dismayed. But, at 
length, encouraged by the exhortations of their 
leaders, they put themselves in battle array, 
and attacked the host of Israel. Fierce and 
bloody was the combat. It could not be other- 
wise. On its issue was staked the glory of 
Israel. The ark of the covenant was in the 
field, and the fate of the day would decide 
its possession. There, meanwhile, it remained, 
an object of bitter and fierce contention be- 
tween the deeply religious Jew and the '* un- 
circumcised Philistine," exposed to all the 
perils of the combat, and the reverses of defeat. 
Nor is it deficient in interest from other cir- 
cumstances, and particularly from the part 
sustained by the aged Eli in the sad catas- 
trophe. His long and eventful life was rapidly 
nearing its close. He had now numbered 
ninety and eight years, and was blind. His 
limbs wasted with infirmity, his strength ex- 
hausted by decay, his spirits saddened by 
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calamity, and his eyes dimmed with age, he 
was no longer able to follow the ark, that 
ark before which he had for so many years 
ministered, and to which he bore such deep 
and undying affection. Aware that it had 
been torn from its asylum at Shiloh, nothing 
could quiet his apprehensions as to its fate. 
Blind as he was, he gained the way-side, and 
with an anxiety that mocks description, sat, 
aged, blind, and stricken, listening with the 
most intense solicitude for the footfall of some 
passing traveller, that he might learn the latest 
tidings from the field at Aphek. It is in this 
situation that the sacred historian beautifully, 
yet briefly, pourtrays him, an engaging and 
aflPecting model of heartfelt piety, — " He sat by 
the way-side watching, for his heart trembled 
for the ark of God." 

This memorable conduct of Eli, so specially 
recorded in Scripture, I shall propose for your 
imitation. And though I might dwell on it as 
a proof that pious patriotism is acceptable to 
Jehovah, I choose rather to turn it to a prac- 
tical account, and shall consider at once the 
Gospel of salvation as the ark of God. Viewed 
in this light, a good man will always feel the 
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deepest and most devout concern for its safety, 
honour, and advancement. He will pray that 
the altars of his country may never be destitute 
of diligent and devoted ministers ; that the 
establishment may never want firm supporters 
and tried friends. When he reflects upon the 
worth of religion, what it has been, is, and 
will be to those who sincerely embrace it ; that 
it was an unerring guide for his youth, sup- 
plied food for the faculties of his manhood, 
furnishes a never- failing solace in old age, 
adds a grace to the blessings of prosperity, 
affords an unassailable refuge from the ills of 
adversity, is a perpetual source of solid satis- 
faction in privacy, throws a charm and dignity 
over the lighter intercouse of society, supplies 
glorious subjects to muse upon in the wakeful 
hour of midnight, enhances our enjoyment 
when we walk abroad, and view the wonders 
and the works of God displayed in creation, 
and, by setting before us the spiritual degrada- 
tion and necessities of other countries, teaches 
us to set juster value on the privileges of our 
own; — with such persuasions, I say, the true 
Christian will ever be careful of the honour of 
religion, and anxious for her renown. His 
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will be no idle, no hollow attaehraent to the 
Church to which he belongs. He will rejoice 
when her interests prosper ; he will exult over 
her brightening prospects and widening in- 
fluence ; and if a period of danger or difficulty 
assail her, his "heart "will " tremble for the 
^k of Grod." 

Yet, though open and avowed, still neither 
heartless nor hollow will be the good man's 
concern for the " ark of God." It will he 
sincere aud heartfelt as that of the venerable 
elder, whose history we have been consider- 
ing. On his ear, as, bowed down by age and 
anxiety, he " sat by the way-side, watching," 
shouts of wailing and distress rose mournfully 
from the city ; and before there was time for 
his fears to suggest to him the cause, a fugitive 
from the field stood before him. Note the 
mingled energy and anxiety with which he 
enquires, " what is there done, my son?" 

Sadly and slowly comes the messenger's re- 
ply, — "Israel is fled before the Philistines: 
and there hath beea also a great slaughter 
among the people : and thy two sons, Hophni 
and Phinehas are slain ; and the ark of God is 
taken." "And it came to pass, when he had 
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made mention of the ark of God," that the 
aged Eli fell backward, and expired. Keen as 
were his feelings, as a patriot, he could hear of 
the defeat of Israel and acquiesce. Over the 
slaughter of his people he sorrowed, but not 
without hope. Told that he was no longer a 
parent, he bowed in silent submission to the 
hand which smote him. But when he learnt 
that the ark,— that object entwined around his 
heart, with which all his dearest associations 
were connected, his high and holy recollec- 
tions of the past, his bright and swelling anti- 
cipations of the future, — had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy ; when he found that the 
glory of Israel, the last hope of his country, 
was gone,— that aged and overcharged heart 
could no longer bear up under the weight of 
the calamity which oppressed it; he fell and 
died. Splendid piety ! unrivalled instance of 
pious patriotism, of one who could survive all, 
all but dishonour offered to his God ! 

From the concern of Eli for the ark, let us 
turn, my brethren, to the consideration how 
we may contribute to the safety and prosperity 
of the ark of the better covenant— the Gospel 
of our Salvation. In the first place, we should 
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never dissemble our deep conviction c€ ihe di- 
vinity of our Lord, of the certainty and so- 
lemotty of his mission, nor disguise our desire 
to live under the influences of his spirit, and 
obtain admission into his kingdom. \ever, 
never should we shrink from avowing our at- 
tachment to the Redeemer, or our gratdiil 
sense of " the innumerable benefits which, by 
his precious blood- shedding, he hath obtained 
to us," Would we be instrumental in the 
spread of his kingdom ; seek we that the 
blessings, hopes, and heritage of the Gospel 
should be proclaimed wherever " winds can 
waft or waters roll ?" Then let us be seen 
openly and avowedly in the ranks of his 
friends ; let us " go forth to him without 
the camp, bearing his reproach." 

Brethren, we live in strange and eventful 
times. It is our lot to have been reser\'ed for 
witnessing the period when the Church of 
England, emperiled on every side, calls loudly 
OD her ministers to rally their strength, and to 
exert in her behalf every energy which they 
possess. The perils which beset her I would 
class under three heads. The first i 

THE LICENTIOUSNESS OF THE TIMES. 
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avoid, as you would the wiles of the arch 
enemy himself, that dangerous doctrine, that 
it matters not what may be a man's belief, pro- 
vided that belief be sincere. God has made 
the clearest and fullest revelation of his will. 
He has, at no time, " left himself without 
witness," and " in these latter days hath spoken 
to us" most explicitly " by his Son." All who 
are interested in the enquiry, mayknow savingly 
of the " things which belong unto their peace," 
may become acquainted with the plan of sal- 
vation, may learn how they may be freed from 
the guilt of sin here, and rescued from the 
dominion of sin hereafter. But no secondary 
and subsidiary revelation will be made. Nor 
can any fuller explanation of God's dealings 
with man be expected. Commune, therefore, 
over God's denunciations, as positive as they 
are solemn, and enquire whether the unbeliever 
can plead the sincerity of his unbelief as any 
effectual bar to his condemnation ? There is 
but one God, so is there, also, but one faith. 
The divine author of that faith hath expressly 
declared, " he that believeth not shall be con- 
demned." His inspired Apostles have warned 
us that " without faith, it is impossible to 
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please God;" have charged us "to avoid a 
man that is a heretic, kDowing that he that is 
such a one is subverted, being condemned by 
his own judgment;" and have summed up 
the fate of the unbeliever in few but solemn 
words, ** he that hath the Son of God, hath 
life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath 
not life." Upon what foundation, then, rests 
the mischievous inference that the " sincere 
sceptic" will escape punishment 1 

Another peril with which the Church has to 
contend, is the opinion widely disseminated in 
the present day, and (strangely) favoured by some 
whose station and engagements should teach 
them better things, that there is no material 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ChURCHES OF ENG- 
LAND AND Rome; that there is much Protes- 
tant error, many Roman Catholic truths ; that 
there is far less distinction, and far less hostility 
between the English and Romish Churches than 
is entertained towards the establishment by 
those sectaries who have seceded from her ; and, 
finally, that in discipline consists the difference 
between them, for that, in point of doctrine, 
they might easily be brought to coalesce! 
Ample is the field for noticing the irr^con- 
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cileable difference in doctrinal points between 
the Protestant and Popish Church. I must 
restrict myself, however, to one, — that of 
Justification, — the nucleus, in fact, of the 
controversy, the turning point upon which 
all other differences hinge. The . ProtestaHt 
Church holds most strongly the doctrine of 
Justification bjj faith. She rests her belief upon 
these, among other equally cogent, texts of 
Scripture : — " Bj/ the dmis of the law shall no flesh 
be justified.'' "Being justified freely by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
Him ;" " By grace ye are saved, not of your- 
selves; it is the gift of God;" and is content 
to receive salvation as the free and unmerited 
gift of the grace of God. 

The doctrine of the Romish Church, as laid 
down by her most approved writers, is this ; 
*' Everlasting life is a reward due for 
oua DESERviNGS."* Thus utterly decrying 
the grace of God, debasing the salvation we 
have only in Jesus Christ, and turning the 

• "Vita Eeterua est merces debita pro nostris mentis; vita 
teterna, nisi esaet merces debita pro nostris meritis, esset in- 
certa; qdiadebitiim certuni est; misericordia incerta." 
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most comfortable doctrine of the Gospel into a 
dungeon of desperation. Again: " Good works 
will purchase Heaven ;"* and " Good works 
must have their reward, and that reward life 
Elernal."t Admitting, in their full force, the 
words of our Saviour, " whosoever shall give 
to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only, in the name of a Disciple, 
verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose 
his reward ;" and the declaration of St. Paul, 
that " our labour shall not be in vain in the 
Lord," yet that reward, be it ever remembered, 
standeth in favour and mercy, not of our merit 
or right. Considering the weakness and cor- 
ruption of our nature, there can be no works 
of ours so pure and perfect, that we may 
thereby deserve of right, — and claim as our 
due,— everlasting life. The wise and learned 
have compared true faith to the soul ; good 
works to the body. As the body hath no life of 
itself, but only of the soul ; even so works have 
no life of themselves, but only of faith. It was a 
beautiful reflection of one of the early writers, 
" My merit is in the mercy of God. So long 



' Poynter. + Milner. 
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as God is not poor of mercy, so lonjf cannot I 
be poor of merit."* 

From tKis glaring error on the grand and 
fundamental doctrine of Justification, has arisen 
the extravagant value attached by the Romish 
Chiircli to works of supererogation,- — works, 
as they are called, voluntary, over and above 
God's commandments, reflecting back extra- 
ordinary merit, and a very high degree of 
sanctity upon tiiose who perform them, but 
strangely contrasted, and confuted by the 
lowly declaration of our Lord, " When ye 
have done all, say we are unprofitable servants, 
we have done that which was our duty to do." 

To the self-same source may be traced the 
adoration paid the Virgin ; the epithets with 
which they solicit her aid ; the earnestness 
with which they entreat her to exert her 
authority over, and to command, her Son ;+ 
and, finally, the humility with which they 
beseech her, as Queen of Heaven, to save the 

• " Meritum raeum miserationes Domini; non sum ego 
inops meriti, quamdiu ille non est inops miserationum," 

St. Bernakd, in Psalm, xv. 
i " Regina Ceeli monstra te esse matrem," i. e. Exert 
thy authority over him ; show thyself to be his mother, 

Romish Litany. 
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sinner.* Now, with respect to the real place 
and dignity of the Virgin.t it may be sufficient 
to remark that no worship was ever assigned 
to her by our Saviour during his Ministry, 
paid to her after his decease, or declared due 
to her by the Apostles. The Holy Spirit, fore- 
seeing the idolatrous worship which would, in 
after times, be offered her, is designedly spar- 
ing of all mention of her. After the death of 
Jesus, her name occurs once onIy,f and that 
incidentally, in the Sacred Volume, where she 
is described simply as associating with the 
Disciples after our Lord's ascension, and ptir- 
ticipating in their devotions. With respect to 
her intercessory influence, or ability to save, we 
have both negatived by Scripture. " There is 
one mediator between God and man, — the man 
Christ Jesus." "Neither is there salvation in 
any other ; for there is none other name under 

* " Salva omnes qui te g;lorificant." — -Romish Litany. 

t Cardinal Bembus, Secretary to the then Pope, calls the 
Virgin, " Dominam et Deani uostrani." Bembus in Episiola 
ad Carolam quintam. Ambrosius Cathariniis, representing, 
ill the Council of Trent, the whole Catholic Church, styles 
her " God's Fellow :" fdelissima ejus Soeia .'—Council of 
Trent, Session 2. 

t AcU i. V. -24. 
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Heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved." 

Other essential points of difference might be 
adduced , but I have dwelt, in preference, 
upon this vital and all important one, — the 
irreconcileable difference between the Protest- 
ant and the Popish Church, on the doctrine of 
justification. I have done so with the hope of 
showing that there is no identity of belief and 
no community of feeling between the two com- 
munions, on this grand and fundamental doc- 
trine, — a doctrine, which, as the Protestants 
hold it, is "the power of God unto salvation;" 
but which, as the Romanists represent it, ren- 
ders the plan of salvation a mockery, and the 
Saviour's sufferings needless. 

Another peril, by which the Church is beset, 
is the position so often advanced, not, perhaps, 
quite so pertinaciously persisted in at the pre- 
sent as in former days, but still covertly and 
assiduously insinuated, especially amotig the lower 
orders, that the established clergy do not 

PBtACH THE GOSPEL. 

In reply to this charge, brethren, I would beg 
you to notice well those who make it. See 
whether there be not evident traces of strong 
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personal feeling. Observe whether motives of 
self interest do not operate most powerfully in its 
promulgation ? Then, directing your scrutiny 
from those who origirjate this charge lo those 
who lend themselves to the propagation of it, 
see how many among the latter have deserted 
the Church from motives of curiosity, of pique, 
or of vanity, to gratify a caprice, to resent an 
affront, or to head a party ? 

But to return to the accusation itself. 

It can no longer be asserted with truth, that 
the Established Clergy preach not the Gospel. 
Tlie ministers of the Church of England are, 
at this very time, making their pulpits echo 
with Gospel truth. They are pointing, Sab- 
bath after Sabbath, the eyes of their congrega- 
tion to " the Lamb slain from the beginning of 
the world," and saying to the truly contrite 
sinner, " look unto him and be healed." They 
are unweariedly urging upon their hearers the 
miserable inefficiency of a mere belief in Revela- 
tion ; exhorting them to watch and pray 
against the great enemy of their salvation; 
and charging them to supplicate the aid of the 
Holy Spirit in making " their calling and elec- 
tion sure." They are, from time to time, dwell- 
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ing upon the corruption of our nature; upon our 
need of a Saviour ; upon our inability without 
the assistance of God's Holy Spirit to please 
God ; upon the two-fold condition of man^ 
what he is by nature, what he becomes by 
grace; upon the indispensable necessity of. "a 
clean heart, and a right spirit;"' nor do they 
omit the necessity of good works as the test, 
and fruit, and proof, and evidence of a true 
and lively faith ; and woe to that minister, or 
that man, who would dare to disjoin them. 

Lastly, I would remark, that " the faith of 
the Church" is immutable. It is the same in 
every age. The ingenuity of men may form 
new theories, and divers schemes of salvation. 
In the proud exercise of their reason, they 
may attempt to change principles, and rectify 
revelation. Or, in ages of lukewarmness, they 
may suffer fashion to become the arbitress of 
opinions, and subject to her capricious in- 
fluence, religious trirth. But the counsels 
and declarations of God are unchangeable. 
They are the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. What was the only true faith, in 
the first ages of Christianity, is the only true 
faith now. Human reason cannot have added 
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any thing to the revelations of God. When- 
ever it has attempted to mend the work of 
the Almighty, it has only manifested its own 
presumption and feebleness, and left those 
whom it professed to guide, in the most dan- 
gerous state of perplexity and disputation."* 
In forming, then, our religious opinions, whe- 
ther with regard to doctrinal points, or to the 
constitution and discipline of the Church, let 
us have direct recourse to the sacred Volume. 
Here we may drink at the source of truth. - 
Here we may derive instruction from the 
fountain head of knowledge. Here, if doubts 
or difficulties arise, they may be discussed 
by the light which the primitive Church 
affords. 

To this high standard the Church of Eng- 
land can fearlessly appeal. She is not, pro- 
perly speaking, in her doctrines any more 
than in her discipline, Calvinistic, Arminian, 
Lutheran, or Romish. " Combining the per- 
fections of all those persuasions, and avoiding 
their faults and defects, she stands as distin- 
guished in a religious, as the state to which 

* See " The Duty of Contending for l.ht Faitli, once deli- 
vered to the Saints." 
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she is allied appears in a political, point of 
view. Our Reformers followed no human 
authority ; they had recourse to the Scrip- 
tures themselves, as their sole guide. And 
the consequence has been what might be ex- 
pected : our Church is Scriptural.*'* *' It 
is built upon the Apostles and Prophets, — 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner- 
stone." 

* Bishop Tomline. 
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" The vicarage of — is at length 

vacant," said Sir T. L , a weak, but well- 
disposed man, to a young Curate, who had, 
for some months, been officiating, with equal 
earnestness and ability, in the Baronet's parish 
Church, " and I have been strongly solicited 
by many of the principal parishioners in your 
behalf. Before, however, I decide on its dis- 
posal, I should like to hear definitely and ex- 
plicitly from yourself the party in the Church to 
which you belong, and the leader whom you achmc- 
kdge in religious matters ? " 

" I belong to no party; but am most anxious 
to be ranked among those who are sincerely 
desirous to do their duty. And the only leader 
whom I am content to follow in Church mat- 
ters, is one who can never deceive or betray,- — 
Her glorious Hkad and Founder." 
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" I understand. I am obliged to you, Mr. 

C d, for your candour, and believe you 

mean well ; but you are not a decided character, 
and the living will be bestowed elsewhere?" 

Now, that there are parties in the Church, 
is a fact as notorious as it is lamentable ; and 
that these parties are sources of mutual dis- 
quiet will be admitted by both. Yet so has 
it ever been, from the Apostolic age down- 
wards. Those " who had heard with their 
ears, and looked upon with their eyes, and 
handled with their hands," the word of life, 
were not prevented, great as had been their 
privileges, from viewing the same grand truths 
through a very different medium, and arriving 
at the most diverse conclusions. The Apostles 
themselves, in a very early stage of their mis- 
sion, entertained, on an important subject, 
conflicting sentiment.".. On the question of 
circumcision, St. Paul stood opposed to St. 
Peter. With the latter, those sided in the 
sacred College of the Apostles who tolerated 
the rite. With the former, those who con- 
demned it. If, then, so near the very fountain- 
head of divine and unquestionable truth, the 
stream of Christianity,— that stream which was 
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to fertilize and bless the nations, so that the 
wilderness and the solitary place might be 
made glad, — ran in a divided channel; can 
we, in this our distant day, reasonably expect 
that a more perfect union of these healing 
waters shall be found to exist ? If we are 
assured, on authority which will admit of no 
doubt or gainsaying, that " the Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath," — 
we are led to the plain inference, that all the 
other provisions and institutes of a religion, 
emanating from the Lord of the Sabbath, are 
founded on a kindred principle. They are 
adapted to the exigencies, ttie weaknesses, the 
frail and perishing nature of man. And so 
long as the Church Militant is made up of hu- 
man beings, — so long as mortal man, with all 
his variety of feelings, habits, and constitution, 
forms the component parts of this collective 
whole, so long will there be parties in the 
same general Church,— sects in the same gene- 
ral faith. 

And how indomitable the mind is in this 
particular, the experience of all ages abun- 
dantly testifies. Nothing can trammel, no- 
thing can fetter, that subtle agent; and the 
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myriads that have poured out their blood upon 
the scaffold, or given their bodies to be biirned, 
are so many proofs of its unconquerable su- 
premacy. 

But there are other grounds wherefore this 
general view of the divisions of the Christian 
world will apply to the Church of England, in 
particular, as divided into parties. " It is be- 
lieved by some of our ablest divines, that the 
articles are framed with comprehensive latitude, 
and that neither Calvinism nor Arrainianism 
was intended to be exclusively established." 
High authority has declared that her thirty- 
nine articles, agreed upon in convocation, are 
purposely contrived to admit of such latitude- 
of interpretation, as to enable ministers of Cal- 
vinistic and Arminian views conscientiously to 
subscribe them. 

If this be the state of the case, and that 
much argument of an " a posteriori " nature 
may be advanced in its favour will be ad- 
mitted, from the practice of excellent men of 
both opinions ; we may, without difficulty, 
come to this conclusion, that there must be 
common ground to a sufficient extent ; and that 
men may differ within the bounds permitted by 
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the Church, without enmity and rancour being 
the necessary consequence. It is far more sa- 
tisfactory to believe that conscientious minis- 
ters can, ej- aiiimo, subscribe these articles in 
their plain, grammatical construction, than to 
be driven to the conclusion that numbers are to 
be found, every year, ready to forswear them- 
selves, and enter into the service of God's 
sanctuary with " a lie in their right hand." 

Turn to the form for the ordering of the 
Priests and Deacons. Observe well the so- 
lemn nature of the vows there proposed and 
taken. Whether we regard them in their na- 
ture or their consequences, to a reflecting mind 
they form the most solemn, I had almost said 
overpowering, transaction in which mortal man 
can be engaged. Would that all those who 
have taken upon themselves such weighty en- 
gagements, statedly and frequently referred to 
them, and rigorously scanned their conduct by 
the standard they so well aftbrd ! For, though 
latitude of interpretation may be admitted, that 
latitude must have some meridian to which it 
may be referred ; and that not a varying and 
changeful mark determinable by sophistry and 
caprice, but some fixed and unvarying standard 
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Now this fixed and unvarying standard can 
be no where found if it is not in the plain, 
literal, grammatical, and commonly received 
construction of the words, because it is suffi- 
ciently clear, that if every one is to give his 
own private interpretation, — or, to pursue the 
figure, — if each man is at liberty to choose 
his own meridian from which to calculate his 
"degrees of latitude," not one step is advanced 
towards the contemplated conformity. " Ca- 
lum non animum mutant.'^ Persons may assert 
that they dwell in the same place ; they have 
calculated their latitude, and their results agree; 
but you hear with surprise that one is an inha- 
bitant of Portugal and the other of Poland, 
until, on comparing notes, you are informed 
that one calculated from the meridian of the 
Canary Isles, and the other from that of Green- 
wich.* 

But if there are to be found apostates who, 
for the sake of filthy lucre, for an easy but base 
subsistence, treat those sacred vows, and that 
express subscription as things of nought, mat- 



• "Ask Where's the North? At York, "tif 
In Scotland, at the Orcades ; and there, 
In fceland, Zembla. — " 
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ters of mere convenience and form, they are not 
parties in the Church, but, in reality, sects out 
of it. Such, surely, should secede from a com- 
munion, whose authorities, rites, and cere- 
monies they contemn ; and, if obnoxious to the 
charge of false judgment, be at least able to 
claim the merit of consistency ! 

It is evident, from the royal declaration pre- 
fixed to the articles, that, to a certain extent, 
they do permit the subscription of conscientious 
persons, whose sentiments may not be alike in 
all particulars, even "in those curious points 
in which the present unhappy differences lie ;" 
since " men of all sorts" within the pale of the 
common faith, who had subscribed "took the 
articles of the Church of England to be for 
them." But whilst allowance is thus far given, 
it is equally clear, that this liberty was never 
intended to be converted into licentiousness. It 
was prescribed by just bounds, since it wiis 
provided by the same ordinance, that "notnan 
hereafter, shall put his own sense or comment to be 
the meaning of any article, but shall take it in the 
literal and grammatical sense."* 

' Royal Declardlion to Articles of Faith. Anno Domini 

1562. 
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Such is the enlarged spirit of the Church of 
England !* But while she makes her pale suf- 
ficiently wide to embrace all those who are sin- 
cerely desirous of union, she justly reprobates 
those who would have her make her boundary 



• Note. — Whether the toleration which she bo liberally af- 
fords to others, will not, one day, be refused to herself is a 
question into which I will not now enter, deeply as it weighs 
upon my own mind, and persuaded as I am of its probability. 
Would, however, that our dissenting brethren were all con- 
vinced that their existence, as a religious body, is identified 
with the safety of the Church of England ! I seem, at this 
moment, to hear the public declaration of one eminent among 
them for intellect and attainments, on this very subject, at 
Bristol in 1825. "I, for one," said Dr. Ryland, "should 
be most averse to advocate any measure which had, for its 
object, the overthrow of the Church established by law. / 
know not tehat sacrifice I would not make to avert to ijreal 
a calamity ; convinced as I am that the same mandate which 
would level the existing Establishment would, at the same 
time, crush every dissenting congregation, and prostrate 
every dissenting place of worship in these kingdoms," To 
this testimony to the value of our hierarchy, I cannot forbear 
to add another from a still more talented man and acute rea- 
soaer. 1 allude to Dr. Chalmera. "I view the Church of 
England as an inatrument of greater might and efGcacy than 
Dissenterism, with the putting forth of all her energies, can 
ever hope to attain to. We plead not for the overthrow of this 
mtgnificent framework, for, as it stands, we conceive it fitted 
to wield a far more commanding influence on the side of 
Christianity than were likely to come from the ashes of its 
confl^Tation."--CAa/mers' Civic Economy. 
t2 
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of distinction so little to be recognised, as to 
degenerate into an almost invisible fence, in 
order that they may partake of the advantages 
of remaining within it, and yet never be charged 
with any returns of homage or service, with 
any of those reciprocal duties which arise from 
consenting to receive benefits, and pledging 
themselves to the performance of certain duties. 

It seems, then, after all, a matter of the 
greatest difficulty, if not of utter impossibility, 
by means of any formula at present in use, to 
fix the nice partitions which divide the ortho- 
dox from the heterodox portion of the Church. 
Opinions are matters of great subtlety. And 
it is as easy to ascertain in the hues of the 
rainbow, where one tint of colour begins, 
and where its neighbouring one ends, as, 
in Church tenets, to say, with precision, at 
this point orthodoxy terminates, and hetero- 
doxy commences. 

But though baffled by the shades and sub- 
tleties of opinion, it will be easy to fix certain 
bounds derived from the observation of a man's 
habits and conduct. A man's sentiments can- 
not, without difficulty, be brought to a test. 
But his actions may. And as this forms a 



forms a 7ral 

A 



THE PARTIES OF THE CHURCII. 277 

dtstinctiOD, so ought it to be, among those who 
hold one common faith, the only acknowledged 
criterion. According to this rule, we may, I 
think, class parties with greater precision by 
dividing them into those WHO are concerned 

ONLY FOR THE ChURCH, and THOSE WHO 

are concerned for the religion of the 
Church. 

The first are those who treat religion as a 
matter of state policy, and regard the estab- 
lishment merely as an au xiliary to the Govern- 
ment. Such view the religion of the estab- 
lishment as deriving its authority and import- 
ance from the laws of the land, consider it 
identified with the state and inseparable from 
it, and are persuaded that it is to be vindicated 
and supported on the same grounds, and on 
no other. To this class belongs that incubus 
on the Church of England, an imloknl and 
apathetic Clergytnan. 

His cry is "a life of ease." Now the life 
of a Clergyman should be a life of sacrifices.* 

His life he would fain render " a life of self- 

* "SlBI QUIS CIEPERIT LUXURIARI INCIPtT DEVIARE 

A VERA FIDE." — St. Ambrose, Liber vi. Epist. 36. 
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indulgence." Now the life of a Clergymau 
shoald be a Hfe of self-deDial. 

And it behoves such an one seriously to con- 
sider, that if a tendency to a life of inactivity 
and self-indulgence be discovered in a reS~ 
gious teacher, what is to be expected from his 
hearers, who, if not forward to imitate the 
good example of a pious pastor, are yet ever 
ready to make the errors and failings of a 
worldly-minded Minister their standard and 
apology? 

The present is the age of libera! feeling, 
and among other notions which seem to savour 
more of licentiousness than of liberality, is 
that which would underrate the obligations, not 
only of the Christian, but also of the minis- 
terial character. What error more fatal! For 
if settled habits of vice and inconsistency of 
conduct were met by settled and systematic 
avoidance and rebuke, bow much would the 
hands of earnest and active ministers be 
strengthened in their arduous undertaking ! 
And if this should be done in general society, 
how much more loudly is it called for with 
regard to the clerical transgressor, whose ex- 
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ample, good or evil, is of such vital import- 
ance! 

Nothing can more clearly point out, in 
Church matters, the present prostitution of 
terms, or the manner in which appellations, 
honourable in themselves, have been perverted 
and degraded, than the present abuse of the 
words "Orthodox" and "Evangelical." To 
apply the latter to any Minister in particular, 
or to any small and select body of Clergymen, 
is surely not only invidious, but unjust. The 
Chuixh of England is an Evangelical Church. 
Her doctrines, her discipline, her Liturgy, her 
ceremonies, all are Evangelical. The ancient 
succession of her hierarchy, the gradation of 
her orders, the primitive purity of her rites, 
her belief, and her practice, all stamp her 
that living image of the Church of Christ 
which the Scriptures pourtray. Whoever, 
therefore, earnestly and diligently enforces 
those doctrines, lives up to that discipline, 
and honestly and laboriously administers those 
ceremonies, is — no matter how humble be his 
attainments, or restricted his station — an Evan- 
gelical Clergyman. Again, with respect to the 
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term Orthodox, in itself an honourable appel- 
lation, but grossly and singularly perverted. 
There lies at this moment before me, an ad- 
vertisement, which has appeared, I believe, in 
every metropolitan and provincial print, of a 
set of Lithographic Sermons, " got up in exact 
imitation of manuscript," and "warranted to 
be PERFECTLY ORTHODOX in the doctrines they 
contain." Now, if such helps are publicly 
addressed to the orthodox part of our Church, 
as most suitable for the Divines of that party, 
I surely may dwell on this circumstance, as 
marking the distance which this distinction has 
travelled from its original meaning. 

It then appears how much more character- 
istic is the proposed classification into those 

Who care only for the Church, and those 

Who care for the religion of Ike Church. 

The latter, by whatever party distinction 
they may be known, will at once be recognised 
as those who evince their concern for religion, 
" not only with their lips, but by their lives." 
Without Pharisaical affectation of superior 
sanctity, they hold themselves amenable to 
different regulations from their lay brethren, 
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on the principle that many things which are 
lawful for them, as members of society, may 
not be crpediait for them as ministers of reli- 
gioa. Their pursuits are all of a character ger- 
mane to their office, bo are their amusements ; 
and the more these last can be made to bear 
upon their professional studies so much the 
safer, and so much the more appropriate. 

Especially, and above all, let us be aware of 
the necessity and advantages of cordial co-ope- 
ration and close union. Let no petty feelings 
of rivalry exist among the brotherhood. Let 
the hasty conclusion, and the unqualified con- 
demnation be banished from amongst us. 

Why am I to say, because a brother clergy- 
man does not adopt the same line of preaching 
as myself, or dwell precisely upon the same 
topics, that he is a "legalist" or an "Armi- 
nian," and declare that he does " not know the 
truth ?" Or on a young " labourer in the vine- 
yard," whose experience has been necessarily 
brief and limited, and whose views time will 
probably mature and enlarge, pronounce the 
harsh sentence, — that he is " unregenerate," 
and "does not preach the Gospel V 
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Away with such uncharitable assertions ! 
At all times they are injurious : in the present 
state of the Church indefensible. If, when as- 
sailed by a wary foe without, there be disunion 
and divided counsels within, the citadel must 
fall. Still, though in the present aspect of the 
times there is ample cause for apprehension, 
there is none for despondency. For if faithful 
to our engagements, and earnest in the dis- 
charge of them ; if, to a thorough and perfect 
understanding with each other, we add indi- 
vidually a firm adherence to the " faith once 
delivered to the saints," we need not fear, 
though a season of trial may await us, that our 
candlestick will ultimately he removed. 

Our watchward should be energy : our 
countersign union. 

"Magnificent as the frame-work of our 
church" is allowed to be,* — pure in its wor- 
ship, and apostolic in its constitution, — without 
energy its excellence will avail not; and energy 
however well directed in individual instances, 
will produce no general effect without union. 
It is by combining the two, in an humble 
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dependence on the promise of the Founder of 
our Church, that ** the gates of Hell shall never 
prevail" against her, that we may hope to 
secure the prosperity and perpetuity of our 
Spiritual Zion, our holy and beautiful House. 
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